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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (a) to regulate and control the horseracing code and the conduct

of horse race meetings and horse races within the State; and

(b) to prepare and implement plans and strategies for the
management of the financial affairs of the horseracing code and for
Thursday 27 May 1999 the development and marketing of the code.

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chairat SATRA stands above the SAJC but, at present, all five of its

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. members are appointed by the South Australian Jockey Club.
That freezes out key stakeholders from representation on
RACING (SATRA—CONSTITUTION AND SATRA. That s simply not good for the industry and can no
OPERATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL longer be tolerated.

This Bill seeks to redress the monopoly that the South
Mr WRIGHT (Lee) obtained leave and introduced a Bill Australian Jockey Club currently has in making sole appoint-
for an Act to amend the Racing Act 1976. Read a first timeMents to SATRA and, as a consequence, it will broaden and
Mr WRIGHT: | move: give greater industry representation on SATRA. Itis the first
That this Bill be now read a second time. step in reforming the structure of the industry, collapsing
o i . RIDA, getting the Government out of racing administration
The racing industry has a proud past, and its future is partiynq recognising that the industry can manage itself.
inour hands. Racing is a very important mdustry an.d itisan |tis also timely, of course, because the current SATRA
essential component of our economy. The industry is also agshintments expire in October this year. In this Bill, section
important sporting and recreational pursuit, enjoyed by &g of the principal Act is repealed and, in proposed section

broad cross section of the community. It employs thousandsg of my Bill, the constitution of SATRA would be six
of people and is one of the biggest industries in Southnembers, as follows:

Australia. (@) Two members appointed by the South Australian
The industry is of such magnitude that its betting turnovegockey Club.

for 1997-98 was $723 million. That was made up of TAB (o) One member appointed by the South Australian
turnover of $593 million; on course tote, $51 million; and Racing Clubs Council.
bookmakers, $79 million. From turnover we derive the (c) One member appointed by a new body called the
revenue to the industry: from the TAB, $26.5 million; on Thoroughbred Racing Advisory Council (TRAC).
course tote, $4.1 million; and bookmakers, $1.1 million, a (d) ~ One member appointed by the presiding member of
total of $31.7 million to the industry, purely from betting the South Australian Jockey Club, the South Australian
turnover. Further to that, the Racing Industry DevelopmenRacing Clubs Council and the Thoroughbred Racing
Authority (RIDA) derived $5.1 million from TAB fractions  Advisory Council, following an advertisement in a newspaper
and unclaimed dividends and special Government approprgirculating throughout the State and with the view of
ation of $2.5 million to RIDA for marketing, breeding, capital achieving a balance on SATRA.
yvorks, etc. That gives us a total of $39.3_mi|lion to the (e) The Chief Executive Officer of SATRA (ex officio).
industry, and Government income from racing was of therpe South Australian Racing Clubs Council is deliberately
order of $29 million. The great percentage of industry MONeYecognised—and so it should be. The South Australian
and Government income is derived from the TAB. | note tha‘Racing Clubs Council is the peak body of the country and
55 per cent of profits goes to the industry and 45 per cefiyqvincial racing clubs and Oakbank. It represents all racing
goes to the Government. clubs except the SAJC. Its members come from Mount
In my maiden speech on 9 December 1997, som&ambier, Lucindale, Port Lincoln, Kimba, Strathalbyn,
18 months ago, | said that the racing industry requires somglurray Bridge, Woodside and Kingscote. This is very
synergy and change, that we are in somewhat of a vacuupaepresentative of the country, but currently it cannot nominate
and that we have let a generation or two slip by. Little did lits choice to SATRA. The new Thoroughbred Racing
know what would unfold, that the Government would notAdvisory Council will, for the first time, bring under the one
provide the desired leadership and that the Opposition, withmbrella owners, breeders, licensed trainers, jockeys and
industry support, would fill the vacuum. This Bill is about apprentices, bookmakers and bookmakers’ clerks, one
overhauling racing administration, broadening and providingepresentative of stablehands and race club employees, and
greater industry representation to the South Australiaa representative of punters. There will be seven members, and
Thoroughbred Racing Authority (SATRA), and it is the first it will bring all the major industry stakeholders together for
step in reforming the structure of the industry and ensuringhe first time.
that racing will be able to administer itself in future with  The Thoroughbred Racing Advisory Council would meet
decent legislation set by Government. six times per year, and at least three meetings per year must
SATRA is the peak body that is responsible for controllingbe joint meetings with SATRA. It would provide advice to
the thoroughbred racing industry across South Australia. ISATRA, serve as a channel for communication between the
is not only responsible at a local level but it has a nationaindustry stakeholders and, critically, it would appoint a
context in the Australian racing industry. SATRA has twomember to SATRA. New South Wales has a similar body on
members on the Australian Racing Board and, if a State is ndfs Thoroughbred Racing Board, and | have spoken to
part of that board, it is relegated to picnic club status with nafficials in New South Wales who are delighted about how
reciprocity of horses, personnel and no voice or standing iit is operating.
the Australian thoroughbred industry. The qualifications and experience that are currently in the
SATRA is charged with the responsibility of making the Act—for example, financial management or marketing, legal
best decisions for all the thoroughbred industry in Southor business experience in the horseracing industry—will stay,
Australia. Section 32(1) of the Racing Act 1976, which dealdecause this is the quality of the individual who must serve
with the functions and powers of SATRA, states: the industry and be on SATRA. An important fundamental
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principle is put into this Bill, that is, you cannot go direct current Minister doing?’ This is all too easy for the Opposi-
from the SAJC, SARCC or TRAC onto SATRA because yoution but a disaster for the racing industry. The Opposition
cannot serve two masters. An appointment to SATRA is tdotally rejects a racing commission because, unlike the
represent all the thoroughbred industry. Government, we believe that the industry has the maturity
Furthermore, no public sector employee can be appointegind the intellect to administer itself. Racing can and must be
to SATRA. This constitution of SATRA achieves balancegiven the opportunity to administer itself.
across the industry—balance for the first time. Appointments  Members might think that bickering between the South
to SATRA must give consideration to the desirability of Australian Jockey Club and SATRA is not conducive to the
achieving reasonable diversity in qualifications and experiindustry’s administering its own affairs. However, this is the
ence. Appointments will be for three years, and to avoid allvhole point of the Bill, that is, to recognise that the current
appointments terminating at the one time a transitionajrrangements lend themselves to this outcome, and this must
provision applies (clause 9). Clause 9 (3) provides that onge fixed. Over the years, Governments have in the main
SAJC member (by lot) would be appointed for two years, an@éncouraged a welfare mentality for racing administration and
subclause (4) provides that the first member of SATRAsupporters. The racing industry must be capable of operating
appointed by the chairpersons of the South Australian Jockey a national environment, where it must be able to function
Club, the South Australian Racing Clubs Council and theyithout undue interference from Government. Any specula-
Thoroughbred Racing Advisory Council will hold office for tion of Jeff Kennett introducing a racing commission in
two years. Victoria is just that—speculation. Of course, let us not forget
These transitional provisions will apply only in the first that a racing commission jeopardises our membership on the
year to ensure rolling starts and stoppages onto SATRMustralian Racing Board.
Remuneration will be the same as currently exists, and any \yjith a view to Labor recognising that the industry can
increases are to be the average increases paid to the Soyllii manage itself, | foreshadow that Labor will remove
Australian Harness Racing Authority and the South AUSR|pA from the racing administration. RIDA is a quasi racing
tralian Greyhound Authority over a 12 month period. commission. It has given specific powers to non-industry
_ Innegotiations undertaken, this model has received strongaqpje. |t is an authority structure that has been put in place
industry support. The Government will talk about its review:y,,; this Government. RIDA is not transparent; it does not

it may try to liken this model to the old SAJC structure, congyt; it has largely been a failure; and the industry has not
which had eight SAJC members plus one provincial, 0Ngaen able to move forward without RIDA.

country and one trainers and jockeys—but they came from .
the existing pool. Qualifications were not required, and in The Government must lear from the mistakes of RIDA

those days there was limited representation. There is n nd let the industry get on with it. A cooperative industry

Lo ; annot be achieved while the Government dictates, as it is
similarity between the two. Sadly, this Government has ar? . P
appalling record in racing. There is no vision. No decision gurrently doing through RIDA. RIDA has been responsible

. . : . r additional bureaucracy, confused leadership, confused
are being made and there is no leadership. This Governme . - - =
views the racing industry as a low priority. marketing direction and capital funds largely being frozen,

Racing is screaming out for decisions. All the reports,as is evidenced by carried forward funds of $6 million. In

studies, consultancies, investigations, reviews and analyticgl"ggt'tr:)gtﬁéogr? d(g?f]jutmes f§9"§8§|g°An; tgﬁ t%}”ggg;‘?ﬁg nOf
evidence relevant to the industry are in the hands of thos ; ind’ustry marketing and promotion [I)'he prifnary reason
who make the decisions. And what do they do? They call fo g ) .

another review. This review is a sham, a guise for a racinggtmhgrkeéwgdls to increase attendances, and that simply has
commission. Significantly, on TAB Radio just eight days ago PP )

the Minister refused to rule out a racing commission. The L&t me give two or three examples of how and why
Minister also said in regard to the review, ‘I think it's going marketing has failed. First, $500 000 was spent marketing the

to be some months.” In regard to my comments he said, 'mt998 Southern Racing Festival for a2 per cent increase in the
not quite sure what he exactly wants to do.’ He did not everfin@l total attendance for all festival meetings in 1998.

understand the difference between my calling for the venug€condly, this year some $170 000 was spent marketing
rationalisation report to be made public and criticising©Oakbank. Can members imagine marketing Oakbank? If

another review. He did not even understand the difference2nything sells itself, itis Oakbank. Once again, there were no
Like the rest of the industry, Minister, | want you to be the corresponding increases in attendances to see the value of the

Minister. | want you to be the real racing Minister. | want you Money spent.
to lead and to make some decisions, at least while you are in However, | have a better one. At 7 a.m. on the very day
government. And Minister, do you know what else | want?0f the Derby during this year’s carnival (and this is one of the
| want a Racing Minister who wants to be the Racingbiggest race meetings on the South Australian calendar), what
Minister. The Government commenced the venue rationaligire they advertising on the radio? They are advertising Oaks
ation study in 1996 and we still have no decision—three yearBay on the following Wednesday. They are not advertising
later and still no decision from this Government. TheDerby Day, which is to be held that day, to try to promote it.
Government announced its TAB scoping review some 1%Rather, they are advertising the following meeting to be held
months ago, and there is still no model for the industry tosome four days later, and they did the same infttieertiser
consider—and now it calls another review. How long will this ~ The qualified marketeers will tell us that there are lag
one be? There is no leadership or, at best, confused lead@eriods and this and that, but let me tell members that they
ship, and the racing industry must have and deserves bettelo not know anything about racing or marketing racing. They
Every week | get calls from people in the racing industryare absolute gooses. That morning, if they wanted to market
asking me what the former Racing Minister is up to: not you,anything, they should have been promoting Derby Day. By
Sir, but the member for Bragg. They say that he is trying tahe way, do members know what the crowd was for Oaks
set up a racing commission, and they also ask, ‘What is thBay? They tell us that it was 2 200, which is not a good
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crowd, despite the rain, but really it was only 1 500, becauswait until the review is completed, once again it will be
700 people attended the big lunch organised by Angeléetting the racing industry down. The racing industry will be
Condous which is held, anyway. So, the true figure waslisgusted by its actions and it will just show once again that
1 500. this Government has no ideas, no vision and no leadership for
However, this Bill is not about RIDA. It is about getting the racing industry. That has to change, and this could be the
the constitution of SATRA correct, by giving it the oppor- first step to doing that. | seek leave to have the detailed
tunity to operate, and then collapsing RIDA, notwithstandingexplanation of the clauses prepared by Parliamentary Counsel
the need for some components of RIDA, such as probity, tinserted inHansardwithout my reading it.
be relocated. The Government needs to protect the public Leave granted.
interest through mechanisms involving gambling regulation Explanation of Clauses
and probity issues. Clause 1: Short titlerhis clause is formal.
Labor has a plan for the racing industry, a plan to allow Clause 2: CommencemeFite measure will come into operation
it to be the master of its own destiny. It must be accountabl@&vo months after assent.
and responsible for its own future. The Government has nﬂisi'gxsneegélsnszermo”. of s. 24A o
. . - y to include some definitions in Division 1 of Part
plan except for another review, which will probably lead t05 i connection with other amendments proposed by this measure.
an extension of the current arrangements unless this Bill iS  ¢jause 4: Substitution of s. 26
supported. This clause provides for the reconstitution of the South Australian
I commend the Bill to the House and, for the sake of theThoroughbred Racing Authority (SATRA).
future of racing in this State, | urge that this Bill be debated Clause 5: Amendment of s. 27—Terms and conditions of office
and not be thwarted by Government parliamentary tactics.g‘ member of SATRA will be appointed for a term of three years
do not want to see this Government do what it normally doe subject to the transitional provisions contalned_ in this measure).
- . | - . . . Clause 6: Amendment of s. 286—Remuneration, allowances and
with private members’ business, that is, adjourn it and nogxpenses
bring this Bill on for debate. The racing industry deservesrhis clause deals with the issue of the entitlements of members of
better. If the Government tries to do that it will pay the SATRA (other than the chief executive officer) to remuneration,
penalty. allowances and expenses (which will be kept at their present levels

- . for 12 months and then adjusted on an annual basis in line with the
The former Minister (the member for Bragg) said t0 Meyyerage of any adjustmentjs for members of SAHRA and SAGRA).
about this Bill, ‘Nothing will happen. It might make you feel  cjause 7: Amendment of s. 29—Quorum, etc.
good, but nothing will happen.” What a shame we have arthis clause makes various consequential amendments.
attitude like that. What chance does the racing have with an Clause 8: Insertion of ss. 39A, 39B and 39C
attitude like that? The racing industry deserves better and tHeis intended to create a body called the Thoroughbred Racing

racing industry must get better. This Bill deserves bipartisafidvisory Council (TRACY). the principal functions of TRAC
t- it deserves to be debated on its merits. It needs to l51clud_e to provide advice to SATRA on industry policy and strategic
support. . frection, to provide a communication channel between industry

considered very carefully and, in debating this Bill, the basistakeholders and SATRA, and to provide a forum for discussions and
needs to be the merits of the Bill—not about the failures othe making of recommendations to SATRA. TRAC will also appoint

the Government; not about the lack of interest of the currerin® member of SATRA. o

racing Minister, who does not even have the decency to be %?: iga:sgrsagglgﬁ?\e};ﬁcr)%\gstlrg?;itional arrangements associated

in the C_:hamber, notto Il_sten t(_) me but to Sho_W s_upport to thGlith the enactment and operation of the measure

racing industry and to give a signal to the racing industry that

he is interested in racing. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON secured the adjournment of
Unfortunately, it is not just me: everyone in the racingthe debate.

industry knows that this racing industry Minister does not like

racing, does not want to be the racing Minister and does not PELICAN POINT

know anything about it. | can put up with the last one,

because he can learn as he goes along, but | cannot put upMr FOLEY (Hart): | move:

with the first two. | cannot cop—and the Opposition willnot  That this House instructs the Government to refer the Pelican

cop—a Government putting someone in charge of racing whBoint power station project to the Public Works Committee for its

does not like it, who does not want to be the racing Ministelim;Ti;etﬂEtgocn?nmsiit?:éfféogriga;gg Vtvﬁz;lt( 'fheeasc% r?]trmtet ggf;:tfgrcttig)ntﬂée

and who_ does not s_hpw up. The more _often he goes omuse o Iaterthan6§)uly 1999 P

TABRadio the better it is, because every time he goes on he

makes a complete fool of himself. This motion is self-explanatory and | do not intend to speak
This Bill deserves to be debated seriously: it has a lotong on it. The Public Works Committee on its own motion

going for it. It has the support of the racing industry. Therefeésolved that it would call upon the Government to refer the

may be some people on the SAJC who have some problenfigll Pelican Point power station project to that committee for

with it because, of course, they would like to maintain theirconsideration. The Government has ignored the request of

monopoly control. But there have been some people on tH&at committee and it was felt necessary by the Opposition

SAJC who have said to me, ‘Things must change and this hdgarticularly me, as local member) to ensure that due process

some merit.” This Bill has a lot of merit. It has been well follows.

thought out by the Opposition. A lot of consultation has taken The Pelican Point power station is a significant public

place not only with key industry stakeholders in Southworks. When construction commenced the land was still

Australia but also through looking at other Acts around theCrown land,; it was still in the ownership of the Government.

country. Indeed, once the project is completed a significant buffer
The Government can do racing a big favour by debatingone of land between the waterfront at Pelican Point and the

this Bill, by looking at it on its merits and not by thwarting beginning of the power station will still be Crown land, and

it. If the Government uses its parliamentary tactics to stall thignajor outlet and inlet pipes will be running over that land. So,

Bill and to say that there is a review taking place and we willpart of the Pelican Point power station will be on Crown land.
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On any proper reading of the Act relating to the Publicfound it quite extraordinary that her daughter could purchase
Works Committee it is clear that this project should beherbal cigarettes when she was just 13 years of age. When she
considered by that committee in the proper process. That imade inquiries about this, she discovered the legal require-
not to pre-empt any outcome but simply to say that thiaments relating to cigarettes, that is, itis illegal to sell tobacco
project should go before that committee. | have said in myroducts to minors under section 38(1) of the Tobacco
motion that this should done by 6 July. We understand thaProducts Regulation Act 1997, which provides:
work on the project is two months ahead of schedule. Afour - A person must not supply, or offer to supply (whether by sale,
week review should occur, and it should be dealt with in thagjift or any other means), a tobacco product to a child or a person who
manner. the supplier knows or has reason to believe will supply the product

Often, the Public Works Committee has been ignored byP @ child.
this Government; clearly, much of its work has been ignoredT hat does not relate to herbal cigarettes. Sadly, her daughter’s
The member for Hartley, chirping opposite, knows full friends were pressuring the lass to smoke, and her daughter
well—because he is a member of that committee—th@ssumed that, by smoking herbal cigarettes, she would not be
amount of work the committee does that is ignored. | simplyplacing her health at risk. The health food store that supplied
move that the committee be allowed to review the project—the herbal cigarettes told the lass that they were good for her
and | am not pre-empting the outcome—in terms of enablingkin. That really was just a load of rubbish.
the proper process to be followed. All members should Members interjecting:
support the proper work of the Public Works Committee. The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much audible
conversation in the Chamber.

Mrs GERAGHTY: As | was saying, the store told the
lass that smoking herbal cigarettes would be good for her

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move:
That the debate be adjourned.

The House divided on the motion: skin.

AYES (19) Members interjecting:
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. Mrs GERAGHTY: | know; itis absolutely extraordinary.
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. Ms White interjecting:
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. Mrs GERAGHTY: Itis not good for your skin, member
Evans, |. F. Gunn, G. M. for Taylor. A 13 year old would have no reason to doubt
Hamilton-Smith, M. L.(teller) Ingerson, G. A. being told such a load of bunk. It is absolutely irresponsible
Kerin, R. G. Kotz, D. C. of any salesperson or proprietor of a store to con a young
Matthew, W. A. Meier, E. J. person in this way. | understand that the Health Commission
Penfold, E. M. Scalzi, G. has discussed this issue with the store and explained to them
Such, R. B. Venning, . H. their obligations. We certainly hope that such tales will not
Wotton, D. C. occur again.

. NOES (23) | have also spoken to the proprietor of a health food store
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. in the city who expressed concerns about the sale of herbal
Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V. cigarettes to minors, and because of his concerns he does not
Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F. sell them to minors. It is a pity that other proprietors are not
Foley, K. O. (teller) Geraghty, R. K. so responsible. The other tales | have heard are that these
Hanna, K. Hill, J. D. herbal cigarettes are not addictive, which may be the case, but
Hurley, A. K. Key, S. W. there is concern of a psychological addiction through the
Lewis, I.P. Maywald, K. A. development of a habit. | have also heard that there are no
McEwen, R. J. Rankine, J. M. health risks, such as those associated with smoking nicotine-
Rann, M. D. Snelling, J. J. based products. However, this is clearly not the case.
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. Research undertaken at the University of Vienna and
White, P. L. Williams, M. R. published in the British Medical Journal thenceton 6
Wright, M. J. February this year shows that carbon monoxide levels of

PAIR(S) . moderate nicotine smokers equals 11 to 21 parts per million,
Olsen, J. W. De Laine, M. R. whereas a heavy nicotine smoker is defined as having levels
Hall, J. L. Koutsantonis, T.

over 21 parts per million. Tests conducted on smokers who
did not wish to give up smoking showed that, after smoking
herbal cigarettes (and they tested herbal cigarettes on smokers
because they did not want to test them on non-smokers
because of their concerns), there was a rise from 15 parts
per million to 21 parts per million in one smoker and, after
two herbal cigarettes, a rise from 21 parts per million to 28
parts per million. In another it went from 26 parts per million

to 37 parts per million.

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens) obtained leave and  This data shows that smoking herbal cigarettes generates
introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Tobacco Productgy similar degree of exposure to carbon monoxide as to
Regulation Act 1997. Read a first time. smoking nicotine-based cigarettes. Indeed, they well may

Mrs GERAGHTY: | move: increase the risk of exposure, and therefore there is a

That this Bill be now read a second time. legitimate health risk. This research was done by Dr Ernest
Quite some time ago, the mother of a teenager raised tH@roman and his associates. Clearly herbal or vegetable-based
following issue with me on a radio program on 5AA. Shecigarettes marketed as an aid to stop smoking may not contain

Majority of 4 for the Noes.
Motion thus negatived.
Motion carried.

TOBACCO PRODUCTS REGULATION (SALE OF
PRODUCTS DESIGNED FOR SMOKING)
AMENDMENT BILL
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nicotine, but they do produce levels of carbon monoxide 28 Interpretation _
which are a risk to the user b Tglsfclr?usAe defines ‘prescr:jbed p;]roduct’ for thte) purposeds of
. ) . . art 3 of the Act to mean a product that is not a tobacco product
I will quote Dr John Moore-Gillon, Chairman of the but is designed for smoking. P

British Lung Foundation, as follows: Clause 3 Amendment of s 38—Sale of tobacco products and
If you are burning herbal cigarettes all you are doing is substitut- h_prelscrlbed pLOdU.CtS to %hlldren I ibed brod
ing the burning leaves of one sort of plant for another. This clause makes it an offence to supply prescribed products to
children and to permit a child to obtain a prescribed product from a
He then goes on to say: vending machine.

Clause 4: Amendment of s 39—Evidence of age may be required
This clause enables an authorised person to require a person seeking
to obtain prescribed products to produce evidence of his or her age
if the authorised person suspects on reasonable grounds that the
| am sure we are all aware that tar is the most harmful of th@erson may be a child.
substances absorbed by the human body during smoking. _

While carbon monoxide reduces the amount of oxygen MrHAMILTON-SMITH  secured the adjournment of the
absorbed in each lungful of air, it is the tar that blocks thedebate.

passageways of the lungs and covers them with a sticky

brown substance that inhibits the performance of vital organs. NORTHERN ADELAIDE AND BAROSSA WATER

Nicotine is addictive, but it’s all the other stuff that gives you
lung cancer and emphysema You still get tar from herbal
cigarettes, which could do you as much harm.

A report from Action on Smoking and Health states: LEVY
Herbal cigarettes and other non-tobacco cigarettes have no oL .
nicotine, but produce tar and carbon monoxide. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move:

Clive Bates, the Director of Action on Smoking and Health, . That the levy proposal forming part of the Northern Adelaide and
said: Barossa Catchment Water Management Board Initial Catchment

Water Management Plan Annual Review 1998-99, laid on the table
Using herbal cigarettes is unlikely to be an effective way to giveof this House on 25 May 1999, be disallowed.

up smoking. My object in moving for disallowance is to have the matter
Although he does not feel that they would do any greatepf the levy proposal forming part of this plan debated and
harm than continuing to smoke, he said that herbal cigarettefecided upon in this place as soon as possible, given that the
contain all the nasty chemicals that cigarettes contain, biltconomic and Finance Committee has objected to the
they do not provide any help in dealing with nicotine proposal. | have used the process to expedite this matter only
addiction. Clearly a range of health risks are associated witbecause the Government will not be supporting the motion.
herbal cigarettes. The Economic and Finance Committee has 21 days following

However, despite the fact that these products are every bite Minister’'s approval of the levy proposal to, first, object
as dangerous to the health of the consumer as a nicotin® the levy, at which time the proposal is referred to the
based product, they remain easily and legally accessible tdouse of Assembly; secondly, support the levy to ensure its
minors. This would appear to be a double standard that camplementation; or, thirdly, amend the levy and recommend
impact on the well-being of our youth and therefore shouldhe changes to the Minister.
be addressed in the appropriate manner. In February 1999, The Minister may accept or reject the amendments. Based
Senator Pinsky introduced a Bill in the Assembly of Mary-on the Minister's response, the committee can finalise its
land to prohibit the sale of herbal cigarettes to minors, whichtesponse by objecting or supporting. At the 30 April meeting,
passed at the third reading 43 to 0. His Bill defined a herbahe committee determined to object to the levy proposal,
cigarette as one composed of one or more herb products beihsuring its referral to and consideration in this House. The
is not a tobacco product. As far back as 1985, Mexico bannefresiding Member advised the Minister by letter dated the
the sale of clove cigarettes. same day of the decision to object to the levy proposal for

If these other assemblies have examined and legislatek®99-2000. The letter stated:
against the sale of these products to minors, perhaps we yypiie the Committee was not opposed to the levy proppesl
should consider doing the same, as clearly there are intese under the circumstances it was firmly of the view that it had
national concerns about the dangers of smoking herbaisufficient time for all members of the committee to thoroughly
cigarettes. There are many other research studies that | colfigamine the levy proposal.
quote but, given the examples | have presented, it is obviouslearly, the House of Assembly now has the opportunity to
that smoking herbal cigarettes does present a health risk agébate the levy proposal and to vote either for or against it.
as such they should be treated in the same way as tobaccthe Water Resources Act requires only that the levy proposal
based products and not be sold to minors. be voted on. However, if the levy proposal is rejected, in

I would urge all members to read the Bill and considereffect this means that the board’s plan for the coming year
supporting it. | recognise that, when the Tobacco Productsannot be implemented. Without a levy in place, there is no
Bill was introduced, perhaps herbal cigarettes were nopperational structure to enable the appointed catchment board
available in the quantities they are now, but there is ano prepare, in conjunction with the community, a comprehen-
anomaly. We have prohibited tobacco-based products tsive catchment plan that will define the priorities and special
minors and | think we should consider this Bill and ensureneeds of the particular catchment area. Without a levy, the
that we put the safety of children first. | seek leave to haveppointed catchment board will become insolvent and
the explanation of the clauses insertetiamsardwithout my  inoperable. However, the real losers will be the people and

reading it. the environment within the catchment zone.
Leave granted. ) The environmental imperatives relate to proper water
Clause 1: Short tiEti;p'a”at'O” of Clauses management, and the economic development which flows
This clause is formal. from sustainable water resources will be delayed for over a

Clause 2: Insertion of s 28 year. Before any development can be commenced, it must be
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funded. Levies need to be struck prior to the beginning of thikilolitre on water allocation and %2¢ per kilolitre on water
financial year. usage.

A rejection of this levy proposal will mean that no further  In other regions of the State, for example the Murray
levy can be brought into operation until 30 June in the yeaRiver and other regions, water users are taxed at .3¢ a
2000. All levies collected within catchment areas are speritilolitre. The growers on the Adelaide Plains compete against
within those areas. The board’s funds from the levies can bgrowers from the same industry sector, so they ask why the
used to attract National Heritage Trust funds, therefor&sovernment is taxing them at three times the rate that it taxes
increasing the overall expenditure on major environmentatheir competitors in other regions of the State. There is no
problems within the catchment areas. Salinity problemsgonsultation by the Minister, no detailed budget or plan of the
aquifer recharge and storage, dam diversion storage and bgseoposed works and they face a tax three times higher than
leakages causing pollution are only some of the impactthe levy collected from the same sector growers in other parts
related to water use which, if not controlled and managed, canf the State. My constituents have every right to feel ag-
diminish economic development. grieved at their treatment at the hands of the Minister, who

The rejection of this motion to disallow the regulation will is costing a good proportion of those growers an extra $1 000
enable the plans to be implemented to the benefit of thannually in additional tax.
residents within the catchment zone. Having regard to the fact | give credit to the Northern Adelaide and Barossa Catch-
that the Economic and Finance Committee has stated iident Water Management Board for the improved presenta-
reasons for bringing this matter to the House, it has als@ion of the detail of its budget plan this year. According to the
stated it does not object to the levy. | ask the House to reje¢tcord of budget expenditure against its initial plan estimates
the motion to disallow. from last year the board has spent more than estimated on

consultant fees for the development of the plan, less on

Ms WHITE (Taylor): It is always interesting when a economic development ($154 000 against an estimated
Government member must rise to his feet to move a disallow$573 000, which was in the initial plan) and more under the
ance motion to defeat a motion with which he actually agreegyeneral title ‘social wellbeing’ ($749 000 against an estimated
That situation has occurred as a result of the incompeteig479 000).
handling, once again, of these matters, by the Minister for For those members who need a little assistance with the
Environment. maths behind those figures, it means that the board spent five

An honourable member: Where is she? times as much money on social wellbeing as it did on

Ms WHITE: And where is the Minister? It is again the economic development. | am the first to acknowledge the
Minister’s Bill. She writes a speech for the hapless membeimportance of community education as a function of such a
for Waite, who must stand up and do his duty for theboard. | acknowledge that is an important function. However,
Minister, but she is out because a vote on a rather controvethis spending pattern will remain for me a significant factor
sial issue is imminent. The Minister is hiding again from theto monitor. Certainly, | will not be impressed if the hard-
issue. Perhaps she is looking at what else she is going to cularned dollars paid in taxes by my constituents end up being
I sometimes think that people in her department probablgpent on glossy brochures and sophisticated PR. Anger
have a bit of a bet on how many times they can get themongst growers in the Northern Adelaide Plains about the
Minister for Environment to stand up and talk about killing size of this water levy has been significant over the past year,
animals. including a lot of resentment from their association, the

Exactly one year ago we debated an identical motion fronYirginia Irrigation Association, with some growers refusing
the Government to disallow the levy proposal forming part© pay the levy until quite recently.
of this catchment water management board’s initial water Not only does it seem to me that they are being taxed at
catchment management plan. That debate was introducedarhigher rate with this new tax than other water users in the
this House at that time because the Minister, in her usuabtate but they feel that they have come off second best with
arrogant and contemptuous approach to dealing with ththis Liberal Government. In the next motion we will be
Economic and Finance Committee, provided the committedebating another water catchment board plan on which we
with paltry, inaccurate and contradictory information abouthave received considerable correspondence, as | have
the detail of the levy to be imposed on my constituents in theeceived correspondence on this plan. There is considerable
Northern Adelaide Plains, as well as about the content of theesentment in that correspondence from industry sectors in
program and budget for that work. Indeed, members wilthe horticultural industry. One of the major criticisms they
recall that last year in this debate the Chair of the Economitave had of this Minister and the way that the Minister has
and Finance Committee (a Liberal colleague of the Ministerpperated concerns the bungled approach she has taken
I might add) stressed exactly that point to this House. involving a lack of consultation and the waste of time and

The impost under the Division 1 levy charged to waterresources, an effort that has not led to a proper consultation
users caused the Economic and Finance Committee to objgatocess.
to that plan—a plan that was hurriedly devised, in a very This Government is ignoring the real and justified
short period of six weeks, without any consultation at all withconcerns of many growers in this State. Certainly, the
water users who would be levied with a significant tax. Ingrowers in the Northern Adelaide Plains have not been
fact, the Minister used her discretionary powers at the tim@leased with this Liberal Government, just as they have not
to exempt the process from the consultation phase. been pleased when, for example, we had the incident that

Let no member of this House be under the false illusioroccurred last year when the Minister announced considerable
that the water tax levied in my electorate is at the same ratkinding for reparation work on the bores down in the South-
as it is for other parts of this State. In the Northern AdelaideEast involving $1 million, | believe. The Minister was made
Plains and the Barossa, water users are being taxed approaware that | would make it a significant political issue if she
mately 1¢ a kilolitre, and that amount is made up of %¢ pedid not look at similar needs in the Northern Adelaide Plains.
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Belatedly, we got an announcement about money for metergoon, not the plan itself. If the levy proposal is rejected it will
in the Northern Adelaide Plains. in effect mean that the plan cannot be implemented. Without
But this is the way in which this Government operates:a levy in place there is no operational structure to enable the
rather than based on need, it is all about raising additionalppointed catchment board to prepare a catchment plan in
taxes. We are going to see much more of that revealed todagonjunction with the community which would define the
The Government is not consulting with the people who haveriorities and special needs of this catchment area. Without
valid industry concerns. It ignores the processes. We have ttibe levy, the board will become insolvent and inoperable.
Minister’s contempt for the Economic and Finance Commit-Again, the real losers will be the people in the Onkaparinga
tee and its due regard for what is our primary concern, theatchment zone. Before any enterprise can be undertaken,
constituents of our State (my primary concern is my constitufunds must be raised.
ents in my electorate in the Virginia and Adelaide Plains Itis imperative that this matter be resolved forthwith. The
areas). The result of that, time and again for the second ye&conomic and Finance Committee has indicated that the
in a row, is that this process ends up in Parliament when eeason for bringing the matter before the House is related to
competent Minister would have been able to deal with it inthe calculation of the levy for individual assessment.
the appropriate place—the Economic and Finance Commitdowever, the annual review process proposes a levy under
tee. which almost 90 per cent of the catchment population will
have their levy increased. The Onkaparinga residents already
Mr McEWEN (Gordon): | will speak against this motion pay a higher rate of levy than those of any other catchment
to disallow, and in so doing | make the point that | was in pariin the metropolitan and rural areas of Adelaide, and therefore
responsible for bringing the matter to the House. That hathe proposal has to be questioned for fairness and equity. It
nothing to do with concerns about the board but much to dghould also be noted that the board has rescinded its motion
with concerns about the process. If I had not been preparesf support for this proposal and will continue to seek as fair
to move in this way we would have been denying the membesi means as possible to distribute levy rates across its catch-
for Taylor her democratic right in relation to the matter. Thatment area.
comes about because of the way the Act needs to work once The Onkaparinga levy is in a process of change. Next year
the Minister approves the plan. Within seven days she mushe board will introduce a water based levy to replace the land
refer that plan to the Economic and Finance Committeehased levy for irrigators in the prescribed wells area. For this
which must respond within 21 days, and if it does not respondoming year the levy will apply universally across the
within 21 days it automatically concurs in the plan. It socatchment. The Minister has favoured a stable, steady
happens that the member for Taylor would not be availablapproach to the application of the environmental levy for its
within the time frame of the Minister’s choosing to exercisesecond year of operation. Additionally, it provides for a
her democratic right. Being aware of that, the committegeduction of 6 per cent in the levy to all property owners in
brought to the Minister's attention the times when thethe catchment. Having regard to this responsible approach,
member for Taylor would and would not be available and ask the House to reject this motion to disallow.
asked that the Minister take that into consideration before
starting the clock ticking because, the instant the Minister Mr HILL (Kaurna): Unlike with the last motion, the
starts the clock ticking, the seven and 21 days must automatpposition will not do the dirty work for the committee. The
cally follow. Opposition will support the disallowance. The history of this
So, this has nothing to do with my view of the North matter is simple. Last year was the first year of the operation
Adelaide Barossa Catchment Board: it is more that my viewf the Onkaparinga Catchment Water Management Board and
of democracy sees us today extending to the member fdkrintroduced a property based levy set at a single rate in the
Taylor the opportunity to speak to the matter in this Housedollar which applied to all properties. As a result of that, an
rather than in the Economic and Finance Committee. It woulénormous number of complaints were registered with the
have been much more appropriate to deal with the matter ihoard, some with my office and | guess with other members
the Economic and Finance Committee, and to some degrée the area. The board properly decided to look at the levy
I am sad to say that, as that did not prevail, we find ourselvesituation and undertook a process of consultation.

addressing the matter here today. It employed consultants, it advertised extensively in all the
Motion negatived. local media, it organised meetings and briefing papers, held
discussions and had submissions put forward to it. As a result

ONKAPARINGA CATCHMENT WATER LEVY of that extensive, open, thorough public process, it deter-

mined that a different approach should be put in place for
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move: year 2. The different approach was to cap the amount that was

That the levy proposal forming part of the Onkaparingapaid by people who had farming properties, in particular, and
Catchment Water Management Board Annual Review 1998-99, laidthers who had more valuable property. It was felt by the
on the table of this House on 25 may 1998, be disallowed. board, | believe unanimously, that this was a fairer system
| indicate to the House as | did a moment ago that my objecand was designed to obtain the same amount of cash for the
in moving this motion for disallowance is procedural, board’s operations. In effect, property holders would not pay
intended to cause this debate and seek a decision as sooreay more in the dollar at the lower level but, at the higher
possible. | again trust that the House will reject the motion tdevel, they would pay a lesser amount, and the amount was
disallow. As the background to this motion is similar to thatthen capped. That was supported by the board and the matter
of the earlier one, | will not repeat all the detail provided was put to the Minister.
under the previous motion, except that to say that, as a The Minister, in her wisdom, rejected the board’s
consequence of the motion to reject, the House now has &uggestion and | will read to the House her letter which
debate and vote for or against the levy proposal within thigxpresses that rejection. Dated 20 April, in part the Minister's
plan. The Act requires that only the levy proposal be votedetter states:
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I have noted the board’s recommendations regarding théhe community has had a victory over the Minister on this
calculation of the levy for assessments in council areas but at thi‘.gsue, and the water catchment board has had a victory over
stage will not recommend to councils the adoption of the step methoﬁ,]e Minister on this issue. The Minister has been rolled: she

endorsed by the board. . .
o ) ) ) S has lost; and she has got it wrong again.
That is it. That is the only explanation given in this letter as

to Why the Minister rejected the Suggestion. The board had Mr McEWEN (Gordon): | will correct a statement made
been through an extensive community consultation with thgy the Minister for Waite.

public in the district, the Minister received its recommenda- ~ A, honourable member interjecting:

tion and said, ‘I have noted the recommendations but will not Mr MCEWEN: Sorry, the member for Waite—the

\?vrr?gtev?/gsa;:2502?33\@&3280}’\/&22; explanation as to WWIinister in \_Naiting. The member for Waite has faIIen_into a
That is another example of the pig-headed nature of thtrap. He said that there has been a 6 per cent reo_luctlon. Yes,
L > S fhere has beena 6 per cent reduction in the rate in the dollar

Minister, it is an example of how out of touch she is with thebut if the capital value has gone up by 6 per cent or more, it

community that she is serving, and it is an example of heEan' be the other way around. Local government used tr'1at

hypocrisy. The House will recall that, when some time a9Gick for years. The Minister tells me that it has been taken

suggestions were made that the recommendations of ”? 0 account: she might need to look again at the numbers.

South-East water boards were inaccurate, the Minister sal Let back to what llv debatina today. Th
that she trusted what they were doing and she had to be boun{j et us go back to what we are really debating today. 1he
rategic framework for water resource reform was developed

by their actions. In this case when the board, after prop : Sir Eric Neal’'s committee in 1993, and it was endorsed by

nsultation, unanimousl hangeinthel . ;
ggids‘uth’t\?vitth:)uatl anyoggg;ggﬁ%ida? g"a geinthelevy, s OAG in 1994. The South Australian Water Resources Act
I will give the House an example of some of the mail thathCked up, for_ the first time, most of th.e elements of _the
| have received from people in the catchment area who ar OAG strategic framewo.rk...'!'he Act prowdeq for devolution
f these water responsibilities to community based water

opposed to the original levy process. | was pleased to get
letter from the Apple and Pear Growers Association of Souﬂfatchment management boards. Under the Act, these boards

Australia, and | understand that that association has spepa{e required to recommend, amongst other things, a catch-

some considerable time lobbying on this matter and has ha ent inwronmednt Ie}/y. d national dat ¢
conversations with the Premier, who | also understand has Intf ehCEAG evzope national agenaa ork;/vateé reform,
given the association certain undertakings which the MinisteP"€ ©f the key agenda items Is ‘consumption based pricing,

in her rejection of the board's levy has not satisfied. That i{1ot property taxes set to cover the costs’. This is an interest-

i P : n in we are not moving in this direction and, in
perhaps one reason why the Minister is in trouble with heﬁagtpgsté’fgg‘bﬁeof \?vﬁa? ch arc()e segein; r?ec:eet((:)t d?elye\l/vgare

Premier and her future in the Cabinet is looking a bit gloomy. “*~* <= AP .
oving in exactly the opposite direction. Let me briefly scan

In its letter to me, the Apple and Pear Growers Associatiof'oV!" ;
said: PP the six boards. The board that is closest to what COAG

On behalf of the Apple and Pear Growers Association of SoutﬁNamed Is the Murray River. That board collects levies from
Australia, we would express deep disappointment at the decision ater users. Interestlr!gly enoggh, about $1.'8. million comes
the Minister for Environment and Heritage not to ratify the water{fom water users outside the river because itis 1¢ a kilolitre
catchment levy regime recently proposed by the Onkaparingthat SA Water provides to them under their licence to
Catchment Water Management Board. .. The Onkaparinggithdraw water—and you pay for that. Although that board
Catchment Water Management Board, after receiving strong getting over $3 million, $1.8 million comes from users

negative community reaction to the initial levy and the poor level of - , . . -
community consultation, was very proactive in advancing the lewyoutside the board's area. However, that is consistent with

review process. The board worked hard to conduct appropriate afdOAG'’s policy.
wide-reaching community consultation through the formation of a  The next one that is close to COAG policy is the South-
levy review reference group. The association, along with a wid rd. which coll its monev from ivision on
range of other community groups, was represented on this referenEFéa?/;F ;)r?gi?élso gollggtsegtsmtsll arcT)miynt fcr)omaa(ziiviss icc))n 'f\)/vg
group. ;

- . levy. However, the division two levy is a flat levy on all
Further, they wrote to the Minister as follows: assessments—it is not a levy based on capital value but a flat

Why did we waste time and resources in public consultation Jevy based on assessments.

Doesn't the Minister trust the consultation process and/or the board The Patawalonga and Torrens boards are funded totally
They are good questions, Minister: | hope you get up angy |and based levies, as are most of the northern Adelaide and

answer them today. It continues: Barossa boards. Today, we are dealing with the Onkaparinga
_They rejected the levy, will the management plan also béWater Catchment Management Board and its desire to have
rejected? What are the hidden agendas? a tiered property based levy. Although the average levy

I, too, would like to know the answers to those questions, angayment for the board area is approximately $13, there is an

I am sure the Premier would like to know the answers as welgnormous spread from around $3 to over $600. The board
| have also received correspondence from the Inverbracki¢as aware of that and concerned about it, as was the member
Creek-Mitchell Creek Catchment Group which expresses itépr Kavel and the Apple and Pear Growers Association—and
concerns in similar terms. As | understand it, the Minister is2 lot of other people—and commitments were given across
in all sorts of trouble over this. Some sort of deal is beingthe catchment board last year that it would be looked into.
done whereby Cabinet will reconsider this matter on Monday As a result, Sinclair Knight Merz was commissioned by
and, as aresult, the Minister will be rolled in her position andhe board to look into a fairer system. The consultancy looked
the catchment board’s proposition for a staged levy will beat a number of alternative approaches and suggested that a
accepted. Today, to allow that to happen, we will not vote oriiered structure would be more equitable. That would mean
this process. We will allow deferral but, in so doing, | say thata rate in the dollar on the capital of maybe the first $100 000
this House has had a victory over the Minister on this issuegf X, between $100 000 and $500 000 of Y, and over
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$500 000 of Z. So, again, it brings the two ends into thenew tax on property, the emergency services tax. We have a
middle. number of very serious concerns with the Government’s
As required under the Act, the Minister referred theannouncement about this tax. To understand our concerns, we
board’s plans to the Economic and Finance Committee on 20eed to examine the history of this matter and some salient
April. In so doing, she advised the committee that she hagoints.
decided not to implement the board's levy proposal. Her This tax was introduced to the Parliament some eight
reasoning was in part because she felt that this would shift th@onths ago. It was put to us that it was a fairer way of
burden to those owning lower cost housing and that it hafunding emergency services in South Australia. It is to this
social equity implications. Government’'s shame that it has paraded in the media the
We are dealing with between 55¢ and $2.65 a year: if thaLP’s view that the old system was unfair as some sort of
has social equity implications, | wonder what the Minister isjustification for its current tax grab. It is not. We said at the
saying to her colleagues about the new ETSA tax and the netime, and | say again, that the old system of funding from
emergency services tax. It would be interesting to see hoiiisurance levies was inequitable. We accepted that, but one
she could carry this debate into those areas if she is genuig@nnot use that as an excuse for this disgraceful tax grab, a
that $2.65 a year has significant social equity implications tax grab which is aimed not only at punishing hard work and
The Economic and Finance Committee referred the mattdhrift but also at the only real property and assets to which
back to the Minister, asking that she do some more analysirdinary working people aspire and which they own.
and have a look at this proposal or some other proposals. | | say that it is nothing more than a tax grab for the
understand that the catchment board itself is prepared to lodRllowing reasons. As | say, | want the House to consider
at a number of different proposals to achieve an objective gfome salient points when it considers this matter. The old fire
being more equitable than at present. But again | reminénsurance levy for which this system was to be a fair replace-
members that the Minister rejected that advice and simplynent raised 75 per cent of the Metropolitan Fire Service
sent the plan back to us. At that stage we had no choice bltidget and 50 per cent of the CFS budget. The budgets of
to refer it on here and to commence this debate. However,those two organisations last year were $56 million for the
understand that there is another choice: at the eleventh holfFS and about $13 million to $14 million for the CFS. So,
another way through this has been discovered. That is whiie old levy used to raise $40-odd million. Obviously, the
we are prepared to adjourn this debate today, to hear tfeovernmentis taking more than that. However, if members
magic solution that has been discovered. consider those figures, they realise that the entire budget last
We are not prepared to dump this at this stage: we do nofear for the MFS and CFS was $70 million. If members allow
actually trust that a solution has been found, but we aréhe Government to add in State Emergency Services, which
saying, ‘We will give you time. Let's do what you should Was never funded by a levy before, it will total $72 million.
have done properly in the first place: let's do it now. But,in ~ This Government is an avaricious one and wants a little
so doing, let me remind members once again that, of th&niff extra for itself. What did we find the little sniff extra
70 000 property owners, 50 000 will pay more (up to $2.65Vas? It wants to raise $l40 million. We go from an entire
ayear more, some 55¢ a year more) and 20 000 will pay led¥idget for emergency services of $72 million to a levy, a tax,
(there will be some reductions from over $600 to less thafhat raises $140-odd million. That is not a tax; that is
$300). We need to bring the ends closer to the middleorganised thievery. This matter was going to come back
Everyone accepts that this tax is unfair, not in its average bitefore this House by way of legislation to amend the Bill
in its width. It is the scope that is causing the problem. Anydecause the Government is not only avaricious but, as we
fair-minded person can see the appalling injustice that thBOW Well know, itis also grossly incompetent, and its original
Minister is perpetrating. draftlng was not suned_to the purposes_that itintended. '_I'hat
Members should recall that many farmers who own thes&lll was due for debate in this place, but it became so obvious
properties have annual incomes of less than $20 000 a yepat not only the ALP but also the Independents and half the
thanks to the economic rationalist policy settings of theGovernments backbench were opposed to the tax grab, to the
Government and its colleagues in Canberra. We need to sefgtent that we now have inadequate legislation in place
a strong message to the Minister: fairness has two ends aR§cause this Government does not have the courage to bring
a middle. For the sake of $2.65 at one end and 55¢ in thée Bill back. . o
middle, the Minister can lessen the burden of others by over BY the Government's own admission, we have legislation
$300: even her own director conceded that the committee h4l" @ wealth tax, a land tax, that is inadequately framed, but
a valid point. | ask that members support the Onkaparingi'€ Government will do nothing about it because it does not

Catchment Management Board and allow the introduction off@ve the courage to bring its tax back to this place for debate.
a fairer option—a tiered levy structure. That is why we are seeking a proper debate on the Govern-

ment’s tax. We are seeking to have a select committee

Ms WHITE secured the adjournment of the debate. ~ @ppointed to examine how much money is intended to be
raised by this tax and how and for what purposes it will be

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY raised. _ _ _ _
Those three questions are obviously connected. First, this
Mr CONLON (Elder): | move: Government needs to explain one simple thing; that is, if

That this House establish a select committee to examine thEMErgency services fyndlng last year was $72 mlIIlon,'Why
amount of funds to be raised by the proposed emergency servicé®es it want $140 million? Where is the money going?
levy, the method by which they will be raised and the purposes t&econdly, we want to know how the Government intends
which those funds will be applied. raising this money. There is an enormous level of hypocrisy
The reason for this motion would be obvious to anyone whabout the Government’s approach to this tax. The Local
has picked up a newspaper or watched the news in the paSbvernment Bill will be further debated in another place. One
week. It concerns the announcement of the Governmentsf the provisions of that Bill will, for the sake of fairness,
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compel councils to collect their rates in quarterly instalments. Let us refer to the old system. This Government has been
That has caused some hardship to councils but it is fair.  throwing around some bodgie figures. We note that when the
What is the Government's plan for its emergency service§reat salesman—the Minister—was trying to sell this he sent
tax, a very high rate of tax? Will it enable quarterly instal-out a set of figures to show what would be the net result of
ments to be paid? No, it will not. It will be using the old the new tax. The problem was that the first set of figures that
system which local government wanted to use for raisingvent out were not good enough, so they changed them and
rates and which it told local government was unfair, but it issent out a second set of figures that looked better. But their

only unfair for local government, not for this greedy fgrther problem was that they did not get aIIth_e copies of'ghe
Government. first paper back. So, we have two sets of figures floating

Some other points about this legislation, this tax and th@round out there. And they want to know why we want a
reason why we should scrutinise it properly relate to, as | say€/€ct committee to look at it. They want to know why we do
this Government’s sheer greed when it comes to grabbing 20t trust them. They put out two sets of figures on one day.
few extra dollars. Local government used to pay a proportior] '€re is no person in South Australia who does not recognise
of emergency services funding. It raised that from itsthis for whatitis— .
ratepayers and paid it to emergency services. Now, instead 1he Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
of that, the Government will tax those ratepayers directly, MrCONLON: —an absolute (as the Leader says) crook
Instead of paying it through their rates to local government@x grab. We have the Government salesperson on the radio

they will pay it to this Government directly—except they will tlking about how itis all for emergency services. What utter
pay much more. rot! The Minister might want to respond to this debate today

But what does this Government want? For over a week ifmd tell us, of the $140 million (given that only $7Q million
has been locked in negotiations—locked in extortion—with/3S Qee?edﬂiasg:esar)_,”hov! mlécrr: extra thr? M::S t"r‘]"” gEtéhQ‘l’l"
the Local Government Association, telling it that it also wantguch extra the will gét and how much extra the wi

: ; . t. | have had phone calls from all over the State from
the windfall back from it. It has taken the money directly ge .
from the ratepayers but the money that local government us embers of the SES. They are outraged. They are saying that

to take from the ratepayers it wants as well. Not only is it" €Y attre not g:attlng a?ﬁ’ f.“‘;fe money: 'tT'ShJUSLthat tthey ta”
raising $140 million: it wants to tax ratepayers and counci@?\t/ﬁ 0 F_’al{[r? evy on e|rdousesgc()jw. ey have to get up
twice. As | said, this is not a tax: this is legislative organise ree in the morning and go and do émergency Services

thievery. It is without principle and it is merely one of the work and now they have to pay the Government's tax as well,

s d they are not getting any extra money.
m V. X gr hat we hav nin this pl .fth
ostsavage tax grabs that we have see this place. It e%]What we do know—and what we want to know more

is on thing to have emer from this pi f - i g .
IZg?slgtigr?ot?]e rec%n?anﬁoinierigrig—o S piece Oabout—ls just how much of this money is going to the

e . Government’s utterly incompetent and misguided Govern-
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. o vaig network. We believe that, over the period of the
| do not expect that it is the honourable member’s intention

butit i nerally considered di t 10 turn one’s b ext few years, it may be as high as $175 million, for a
oﬁ th:gﬁaﬁayco sidered discourteous to turn one's back oy ernment  radio network that has blown out to

$247 million. No-one in South Australia can believe that this

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order with respect Goyernment is going down a path of spending $.25 billion on
to the traditions of the House and the traditions of debate. Thg yadio network that no-one in particular wants. The CFS, in

honourable member will address his remarks through thgyigence the other day—

Chair. The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Mr CONLON: | am most chastened to have been MrCONLON: We will have a look at the Coroner’s
corrected by the butler of the House. There is one gooccomments, and | hope you do join the debate and finally tell
positive point to emerge from this. The Government hashe truth about that matter. The CFS the other day was very
found a great salesman for its policies. This Minister shouldykewarm—
be out there selling all the Government's policies. He is a The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order,
genius; he has an absolute genius for it. He went out tMr Speaker. In suggesting that | ‘finally tell the truth’ the
defend this tax grab on television on Tuesday night and haonourable member is implying that | have lied, and | object
said, ‘Itis not all bad. Not everyone is worse off. If you own to that. | ask him to withdraw.

a $400 000 house in North Adelaide you will be better off.”  The SPEAKER: The Chair would caution the honourable
He did not quite get the message that it was not impressingiember for using this terminology. It is just not acceptable
people, because he did it again on radio and on television the debate to imply that people lie in the House. | would ask
next day. The Premier should get this bloke to do the budgehe honourable member to withdraw the remark.

speech for him. He is a salesman. This bloke has a genius Mr CONLON: If the Minister thinks | called him a liar,
for it. | will withdraw that, because | did not. | think the Minister

That statement of the Minister shows another one of thelraws a long bow, and he is certainly a past master of high
concerns that we have about this measure. It has be&udgeon in this place. In the time remaining | want to make
described by people on the other side as a wealth tax. Welh couple of very clear points. New South Wales has had one
it might be. But it is beyond that. It does not tax the wealthy.of these Government radio networks, something which the
As | said before, it taxes the results of thrift and hard work Police Association and the police in New South Wales are
Many people in my electorate have worked all their lives, areurrently trying to get out of. This Government is intent on
now retired, own only a couple of pieces of property and willspending $247 million on it. We know why: because John
own only that in their lives—their family home and their car. Olsen wrote a very ill advised letter in 1994, and we are still
Those people are not wealthy, they have a very limitegpaying the price for it now.
income, and they will be paying to this Government a couple Let me close by saying that we want this select committee
of hundred dollars more a year. to come back to this House with recommendations. This is
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a budget matter for the Government, and there are some The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order, in the
limitations on what we can do about it. | make no bones abousame way | upheld it for the previous speaker. Members will
this: we will do whatever we can to shame the Governmenaddress their remarks through the Chair.
into using this tax arrangement fairly. The Government is The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The Opposition has
collecting too much money with this arrangement and is nohever said ‘Sorry’ to South Australians. If we have a Sorry
applying it to its intended purposes. It is simply unfair. Day for Aboriginals, which | support, we ought to have a

I make this point: for the Minister to say on radio and onSorry Day, supported by the South Australian Labor Party,
television that we supported this measure is simply nofor the destruction that it caused this State in the 11 years of
factual. We supported a fairer system of emergency servicdts absolute ineptitude. Anything else that will ever happen
funding because, as | have said repeatedly, in this place eigiit South Australia will pale into insignificance given the
months ago, outside it and again in here today, it wasong-term damage that the Labor Party has inflicted on every
impossible to argue that the old system had inequities. ~ Man, woman and child, not only those of us who live now but

We never agreed to the Government's using this as afieneration after generation into the future. That is the
roblem with the South Australian Labor Party.

outrageous tax grab, and we never trusted the Government 8l H ¢ he South A lian_ Labor P

this matter. One measure that we in this place sought—and HOWeVer, for once, the South Australian Labor Party
the member for Stuart would know it well, because heSUPPOrted the principles of protection of life and property in
defeated the measure with an amendment of his own—wa PiPartisan manner. That is the first time | have seen the
for the matter to go on a regular basis each year befor pposition support an important Bill to .IOOk. after .SOUth
Parliament’s Economic and Finance Committee so that theraustralians in the 5%z years | have been in this Parliament.

could be scrutiny of the new tax rate being set. Because of aff N2t then happens down the track when the Opposition sees

amendment moved by the member for Stuart and oppositio) chance for a little bit of political gain? With smoke and

from him, we were unable to succeed with that. | put themlrrorsh.it then comes and F?]mﬁ]s. it uﬁ and carriesl on.
Government on notice: if it ever has the courage to bring itg\r/]eryt Ing 1S .tLansrﬁJarent with t :S' Il ave nho p;ro em
flawed Bill back to get it fixed, it will not get the free hand W atsoever with whomever It Is ,ooKing at the Tigures.
it now has with this tax. So, we invite the Government tOEverybody in th'_s Parhament said, \_Ne_ have to do more for
bring back this badly drafted measure to get it fixed, bfm&?@gﬁ:ﬁ:&iiﬁEgv-erybOdy said it.

understand this: the Government will not get away with this : )

forever. Whenever the Minister goes on radio or television __1h€ Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The member for

to do his absolutely disgracefully inept job of selling this '[ax,r}\/“tcheII says, ‘Yes, that is right. However, because they

he could at least tell the truth about the ALP’s attitude to it.CannOt add up—and that has been proven for 11 years—they

- ; Mr Hanna interjecting:

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police, ) .
Correctional Services and Emergency Services)After The SPEAKER: Orqler! | call the membe_r_for, M|tche_ll
listening to the shadow spokesperson, | would like to say 0 ord_er. The Minister listened to the Opposition’s contribu-
few things. The shadow spokesperson can play the smoke al gns mn silence. | would ask the Opposition to do the same
mirror tricks that we have become used to over the pa

5Y% years. He can grandstand, prance around and throw ogt The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Members of the Labor

a few one liners that the media might enjoy, but at the end o arty have never been able to add up. They came into this

the day the principles of this new levy are sound, correct an hamber and said, ‘We've done $1.5 billion with the State

: L A ank’—$1.5 billion, and they smiled about that one. A few
g?:pt).e-{tk;f principles of the levy are about protecting life andmonths later, they said, ‘We have to let you know we've done

) another $1 billion, and we are not even saying sorry.’ A few
Mr Hanna: Fraud! months later they came in and said, ‘We have dropped
The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The member for another couple of billion. They cannot add up, and the

Mitchell happened to vote in favour of this Bill when it came member for Mitchell confirmed that today when he Said’

in. The principles are right. When we look at this during the‘Yes, you have to do more’, but he also said,"You must do

select committee—which | am happy to support—membergore with no more collection’. When it comes to things like
will again realise how tlght this |egiS|ati0n is. | would like to the radio network, you can p|ay around with the jokesl but |
place on the public record a few other matters. First, theuggest that members travel around this State, as | have, to
amendments have not been withdrawn. There is no probleny different functions around rural and regional South
in debating the amendments at all, but some other amengkystralia in recent times, and look at the radio network and
ments will be brought in. One of the most important amendat how dangerous it is.

ments that will be brought in is to stop the Labor Party—if | say here publicly that, if somebody dies in future because

it ever gets into Government again—from ultimately the radio network does not work or if somebody dies in future

destroying South Australia. Members of the Labor Party tallhecause the budget has been cut and we cannot get state-of-
about this, that and the other, but they never apologise tthe-art equipment, the jaws of life, modern appliances to put

South Australians for putting this State in a situation fromout fires, the right sort of SES equipment to cut people out of

which it is almost impossible to recover. Not only did the road trauma situations, | will come back in here every time

South Australian Labor Party not apologise for the fact thagnd remind every South Australian of the games that the

it virtually destroyed South Australia but not once in|abor Party played.

5%z years has it tried to support— Having said all that, | point out that the levy and the Act
Mr FOLEY: Irise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. | am that has been passed with bipartisan support is fully transpar-

extremely concerned that the Minister is speaking to thent. More is being done. The CFS is being funded. The MFS,

television cameras with his back to you, Sir. | ask that hdor one, takes $62 million of the $141.5 million—$62 million
address the Chair accordingly. just for the MFS. Does the Opposition, particularly the
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member for Elder who is endorsed by the United Firefightersvithin government. It is an accounting sleight of hand as this

Union, want to cut the MFS budget? Does the member foGovernment—

Elder want us to continue spending $5.6 million this year The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: On a point of order, Mr

with 16 new fire pumpers to protect life and property? Ofpeputy Speaker. | do not believe it is within Standing Orders

course he does, but we are supposed to do it with less money. anticipate a debate. The budget is coming down this
This is about fairness and equity. Some will be payingafternoon. | believe that the matter of relevance is important

more and some will be paying less, but at the end of the day this debate.

why should the multinational company insuring offshore and  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | accept the point of order.

taking the rent revenue in Adelaide not contribute to emer- Mr FOLEY: | can understand why the member for Unley

gency services when the pensioner has already been Cor."i[bj' very nervous. | can understand why the member for

buting? This is a replacement levy: this is not a new tax. It Iﬁ-lartley, the Minister himself, and any Government Minister

a replacement Igvy, and.'t IS quarantmed. and dedmated Qtting under about 7 per cent would be terrified at what this
emergency services funding, and the pensioners will now geL, *\ iy g to their electoral fortunes at the next State

| refer to the two sets of different figures. One set ofSOUth Australia.
figures show what the people are currently paying in 1998-99mAtr thﬁ end c:\f/ithe diy’ tlh's ikgjaisn“'t[ﬂe to crjr?mvi\gtth fun?d'q%
with their existing levy. We have shown the levy under theees?eggaq\l/vks\gn tﬁ?ﬁeaﬁ ofst?e CFs vl\e/a(;obeforeeﬁs ‘Sg ogu
new system with bipartisan support from all colours ofY y ' y

political persuasion in this Parliament. We have shown wh tilave the champagne bottles on ice for tomorrow night's
it will be for 1999-2000. New levy or old levv—and membersabudgetwhen you will celebrate this doubling and trebling in
f vy vy g.mding that the Government keeps telling us you will

should make no mistake about this—just to get some of threceive?’ He said to me, ‘Well, sir, we are a very frugal lot
bandaids fixed to try to further improve the level of protectlon.n the CFS. Clearly by what he said, they do not expect to

of life and property in this State, there would have to be . :
minimum of at least a 25 per cent increase in funding forgetagolgblmg of resources, as this Government would want
(s to believe.

emergency services next year. That is a fact. Therefore, yo . . .
have to compare apples with apples. When this measure was debated in this House, the

If we are to bring in a levy for 1999-2000, we have to look Message given by this Government was that it would replace
at the costs for 1999-2000 under the existing levy. That is §1€ €xisting insurance levy in the order of about $40 million
fact. | stand by that, and that is where those figures are. | Ioo!,@ $50 million, yet we come into the House on Tuesday to
forward to the Opposition’s examining this matter during the ind that it is $1.4.1 million, on the back of an ETSA tax ofa
select committee. It could have done it during the Estimatefdrther $100 million. The taxpayers of this State have been
Committee, but that may not have provided quite thef€alt the most massive tax impost this State has seen in
opportunity for grandstanding. At the end of the day, this idecades. The hapless Minister has a grin on h.|s face. | cantell
one of the tightest pieces of legislation ever passed by théPU, tax man, when you go doorknocking in the seat of

Parliament. | support the select committee inquiry, and | an?/lawson at the next State election, you will be dogged by the
happy to nominate those on our side. act that you are the tax man of this Government, you have

brought into this State the most significant tax burden in
Mr FOLEY (Hart): If there was ever a reason for a selectgenerations, and you will be responsible for that politically.
committee, it is to understand what is driving this hapless We want to have this select committee and have Treasury
Minister. For the most junior Minister in Government outsideofficers appear before it. We want to look at the modelling
of Cabinet to be responsible for one of the largest taxes thigs to how they have arrived at these numbers. We want to
State has had in decades sends the alarm bells ringingok at budget allocations. We want to see how much has
particularly in light of the contribution he just made. been appropriated extra to the CFS, the MFS, surf lifesaving
The Treasurer has been silent on this matter. We hawand the police. We want to look at the impact of the bungled
heard nothing from the finance Minister of this State as h&247 million radio contract that no emergency service is keen
has been allowed to watch a junior Minister in a marginal seato have. If you had seen the face of the head of the CFS
grapple with what is a complex, detailed and significant taxyesterday when we asked him for his views on the radio
being imposed upon this State. | do not hold the Ministemetwork, you would know it was less than a ringing endorse-
responsible for the fact that he is being set up by the Treasument, spending $250 million of yet uncollected State taxes
er, who clearly has designs on one day leading the Liberain a radio system that nobody wants and is clearly double if
Party and who wants to keep as far away from controversiot three times the price that any comparable system should
as possible. cost.
The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: This Government should hang its head in shame for the
Mr FOLEY: Leader down here. This tax is $141 million. absolutely disgraceful way it has managed the State's
The Government and every observer knows it is not justinances, and for what is nothing more than an accounting
about funding emergency services. It goes well beyond thasleight of hand when it comes to the construction of this State
It will be about plugging the block hole that this Governmentbudget. The Government at the end of the day must think that
has developed over its last three or four budgets. At the enithe public of this State and the Opposition are mugs and that
of the day, when the Government has been silent, whate are unable to see through this accounting sleight of hand,
happens to that money already coming out of Consolidatethis trickery done by this Government, as it simply plays with
Account that is appropriated to emergency services? Thahe State’s finances, its books and its budget, and rips from
money will be taken out and used to fund other programshe good people of South Australia another $141 million on
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top of the $100 million ETSA tax. It should hang its head in ~ The understanding | was given was that no-one who was
shame. contributing under the existing fire levy collection framework
If there has ever been a need for a select committee to lookould be disadvantaged, recognising, of course, that an extra
at how we arrived at this point, it is this select committee. Icontribution would be required of approximately 25 per cent
look forward to the Treasury officer sitting opposite me onover and above what people were contributing in the next
that select committee and explaining to me the modellingyear’s budget. That is fair enough. An increase of 25 per cent
how the budget has been framed and how that money will bis what the Government told us would be likely to be
allocated. The Minister suggests that pensioners in this Statetroduced to the fire levy if we did not go ahead with this
should be somewhat pleased and gratified that the Govergmergency services levy.
ment is giving them back $40 for a tax which they were not It was unfair, in my view, that only 70 per cent of the
perhaps previously paying and which they were certainly nopopulation contributes to that fire levy as it currently stands;
paying to the extent that they will be asked to pay now. 29 per cent of that figure are under-insuring, so they are not
Members interjecting: contributing as they should be—30 per cent are having a free

Mr FOLEY: You are going to slug them $200 and give ride. .That, | believe, is unfair. | believe 'that.the original
them back $40. You are going to hit them two or three timegrinciple of the emergency services legislation was very
what they were paying before and you will take back $40—good, aiming as it did to broaden the base and to ensure that
what a heartless move by this Government. What a heartle§¥eryone in the State contributed towards emergency
move by the Liberal Government and by this Liberal Premiegervices. However, in the interim that 25 per cent has blown
to hit the pensioners of this State. | pity the pensioners of thi§ut considerably. Even though the Minister has tried to say

reverse. incorporated the 25 per cent increase to compare apples with

apples, in my calculations it still does not work out.
Currently, the emergency services budget is about
$85 million. If the Government were not to go ahead with the
. emergency services levy and had to increase the existing fire
Mr FOLEY: —and do whathe likes, buton the Govern- ey 1y 25 per cent, | calculate that is about $13 million,
ment's own analogy— _ _ which gives us a $68 million contribution from the fire levy,
Mr SCALZI: Sir, I rise on a point of order. | believe that anq then the State Government and local government would
the member for Hart is not properly addressing the Ministegake that up to $98 million. From where all of a sudden does
by his title. the $141 million come?
Members interjecting: That is the question the select committee needs to be
The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order, as | addressing. On what are we going to be spending this money
have done so twice today. Members will address theiand how will we be improving services? Have funds been
remarks through the Chair. taken from emergency services that should not be taken from
Mr FOLEY: | am taken aback by the vicious onslaughtthem because the Act is specific in terms of emergency
from the member for Hartley as he counts down the 1&ervices and the fund? That is my major concern. In briefings
months to losing his seat in office. No wonder the membet have had over the past few days—and there have been many
for Unley is quite relaxed about this tax because, on théo try to avoid the establishment of the select committee—it
modelling put forward by this Minister, people with $400 000 was suggested that we needed to compare apples with apples
will make a saving. We can understand why perhaps thand that we needed to incorporate into the figures given to the
member for Unley does not think this is a bad tax. | can telpublic a likely 25 per cent increase. Interestingly enough, a
members as a member of Parliament, like my colleague whecomment made flippantly was, ‘Why did you pick 25 per cent
represents a lot of people who can ill afford a $200 to $50@&nd not 50 per cent or 100 per cent?’
tax impost, that it is right not only that we should vent our  Surprisingly, if you do pick a 100 per centincrease on the
anger but also that we should pick through this tax andire levies you come out with about $141 million being
expose it for what it is so that when we to go the next Stateaised. That is a really interesting equation in my view. The
election every elector, particularly the electors in Hartley, arether interesting aspect is that the figures presented in the
made aware of what is involved. public arena involve the value of a house, what the insurance
I look forward to personally doorknocking in Hartley with reductions may be and what the average contributions are that
the Labor candidate at the time. We will make every voter irratepayers have been making through councils, assuming that
this State absolutely aware of what sleight of hand and whahere would be a saving to ratepayers; of course that is not the
budget trickery the Government has put in place with this taxcase as the State Government has also talked about clawing
Members opposite should hang their heads in shame. back 25 per cent of the savings.
Figures are known by the public and whether or not we are
Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): | support the motion to comparing apples with apples on a 25 per cent increase is
establish a select committee to look at the establishment afrelevant when we are talking about aspects of the tables
this new tax on the people of South Australia. | am not quitgpresented to us which do not ring true in the first instance.
as dramatic as the members for Hart and Elder, becauseAlso, those perceived savings are in a climate where local
believe that it is up to the select committee to analyse thosgovernment is under enormous pressure. Local government
figures. It should not be done here in the Parliament, prehas been subject to rate capping for some time. For the State
empting what might happen in a proposed select committe@overnment to come out and say it will be highly recom-
to look into this issue. | am, however, very concerned aboutnending that local government give that money back to
the understandings that were given to me when the originahtepayers is unconscionable, in my opinion. What one level
legislation in respect of this emergency services levy wasf government does with its money is of no concern to
passed. another level of government and the State Government should

Members interjecting:
Mr FOLEY: The member for Unley can shake his fist—
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
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not be directing local government as to what it should be The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
doing with the rates it is collecting. The State Governmentddress his remarks through the Chair.
would and does take exception when the Federal Government The Hon. M.D. RANN: It needs a 1 per cent swing for
tries to do that. him to lose that seat, but what did we see? Suddenly, the

I will not speak further on this. | believe the committee hasPremier will not answer questions about John Olsen’s new
a lot of work to do but it is a fair and equitable way of tax—his EST. We saw Rob Lucas suddenly become shy,
exposing to the public what the emergency services fund wikven though he is protected in the Upper House. They let the
be used for and how the money will be raised. It will hapless member for Mawson out there on his own, looking
recommend to the Parliament whether we believe it is a failike a startled rabbit, and what did he say to the journalists
and equitable measure. yesterday? ‘Don’t panic; don’t panic, like Corporal Jones in

a scene fronbad’'s Army When asked whether people would

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):In  be worse off, he said, ‘No, not people in North Adelaide with
supporting the motion for a select committee there are a fe400 000 homes; they will be better off.” Those words will
facts that need to be laid on the table. | am pleased that tHze plastered in every single house in his electorate, and those
Independents are speaking about this. | was telephoned by thenstituents will say, ‘Thanks a lot, Rob; thanks for giving
South-East television station, which told me about theus the EST. The Premier has hung the Minister for Emergen-
concerns of the Independents on this tax and here is they Services—the member for Mawson—out to dry, and they
opportunity for the Independent members to prove it. Théhave stamped the words ‘emergency services tax’ on his
simple fact is that what we are really deciding today isforehead for the 2% years to the next election.
whether the 1997 State budget was a total fraud. We all This is a forced agreement today for the Minister to allow
remember what the then Treasurer, Steven Baker, said, ‘Weselect committee—but it has to be a real select committee.
are in the black, we are on track and we are going to be iMy advice to the Independents is to go down to the South-
surplus. There is no need to increase taxes, no need to sélst and the Riverland and hear evidence of the select
ETSA and we are on the home straight and debt reduction ilommittee. Give pensioners the chance to have their say.
proceeding apace.’ Straight after the election we had not justive not only pensioners but also the rural community a
the ETSA sale proposal but also the $250 million taxchance to have their say, because the President of the Farmers
increases in last year's budget, and now we have the tot&lederation said yesterday that there has been no real consulta-
fraud of this emergency services tax and John Olsen’'s ETS#on. Give the real estate industry and small business a chance
tax. | use the word ‘fraud’ wisely. to have a say, with real hearings in a real select committee,

The simple fact is that every member of this Parliamenf0t a con job where the Independents are coerced to go a
(as well as every member in the Liberal Party room, wheré&ertain way by the Government.

there was a brawl yesterday—and there has just been a brawl ) .
out in the corridor) and people in the community (I also Mr MCEWEN (Gordon): | put on the record that | did

include briefings to the Opposition and others) were told thalf©t particularly appreciate that lecture. Notwithstanding that,
this emergency services levy would simply be a replacemerf® have a responsibility as a Parliament to scrutinise the rate.
of those existing levies which raise between $40 million andVe have passed the Act, and it is now our responsibility to
$50 million a year but which will now be $141 million. ltwas Scrutinise the rate, and in so doing we will be passing the
acon, a fraud, a deliberate attempt to put in a new tax behinfeline to many Liberals. Many of them are saying to us, ‘Go
the guise of our brave emergency services. The emergen&d Scrutinise the rate.
services personnel in this State, both permanent and volun- Mr Foley: Name them!
tary, are being used by this Government to impose a new tax Mr MCEWEN: " [ will certainly not name them. I need to
that will hit all the things that families aspire to own, such asmake the point that, in supporting the select committee, | am
their own home and a car, boat, trailer—all those things tha@rty to extending a privilege to the Opposition to be part of
people regard as being necessary for their lives and theif€ process. In so doing, | put on the record that the Opposi-
enjoyment. We are seeing a new tax; not an emergendjon needs to show some political maturity in terms of this
services levy, but a $100 million slug. privilege. It needs to show some responsibility and it needs
It was interesting that, when the member for Hart wad® Show some vision. We need to approach this matter as a

taking about the impact on pensioners, there was the membi&a™m and, if we do that, we will use this—
for Unley putting on a turn but laughing, and there was the Members interjecting:

member for Hartley laughing—and he still is. There was the_ Mr MCEWEN: The member for Hart and the member for
hapless Minister, the member for Mawson— Elder say that we can trust them, and | thank them for that.

o SOAZE M Speaer e o
The SPEAKER:I ask members that if they rise on a point P, P b y uly scrutimise

of order they actually say they have a point of order, and d(t)h|s rate because every South Australian is asking us to do it.

not just stand in their place. _ _ Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop):  Like all speakers before

Mr SCALZI: My point of order is that | was not laughing  me on this issue, | say that what has been presented to me this
atthe time; it is a serious matter. week with regard to this levy has almost stunned me. It has

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The astounded me for quite a few reasons.

Leader. Mr Foley: Almost stunned you?

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Then there is the member for Mr WILLIAMS:  Well, if it had stunned me | would not
Mawson, the Minister for the emergency services tax. It ide standing here, would I? It has astounded me on two levels.
interesting to see that, with a marginal seat which on the lagtirst, the quantum, the amount of money, that the Govern-
Federal election figures needs a 1 per cent swing for him tment has decided to raise through this measure concerns me.
lose— What has astounded me even more is that it is a conservative
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Liberal Government that is bringing in this measure. | doubsystem, capital based-wealth tax, that it will contribute money
whether a Labor Government would have been game to bring the coffers of the general revenue of this State. | am
such a measure before the people of South Australia. It igbsolutely appalled. | will come back to that shortly.
ironic that Labor Party members are calling for a select | have had an interest in this matter for some time as a
committee into a wealth tax introduced by a Liberal Governresult of the work | perform on the Public Works Committee.
ment, which they probably would not be game to introducg would like to quote from a couple of documents. The first
into the State of South Australia, so they can win a fewdocument is a report to the Minister for Justice and the
political points off the Liberal Government. Minister for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency
Mr McEwen: Shame! Services about funding arrangements for emergency services,
Mr WILLIAMS:  Shame! | supported the enabling and itis dated 15 May 1998. It refers to the GRN and states:

legislation and it received virtually unapimous suppqrt from The most recent advice provided to the steering committee (by
the House because we were led to believe that the Bill woulghe pepartment of Treasury and Finance) was that the emergency

redress some of the inequities in the prevailing system. dervices component of the GRN will equate to an ongoing funding

accepted that there were inequities, and in some cases grdgsguirement of approximately $25 milligrer annumit is assumed

inequities, where up to 30 per cent of people were escapirgat most of this expenditure (based on use) would be related to the

- .5 greater Adelaide area.

the net through the insurance levy and were not contributin

their fair share. When the Public Works Committee was investigating the
It is ironic that the effect of this new levy is that a great GRNC, Mr Keddie, who was representing the CFS—and, to

number of people will still escape the net. One of the thing®e fair to him, | believe he was representing the CFS in a

that the select committee should address is whether the nd@chnical capacity—was asked by Mr Scalzi:

system is more equitable. A lot of people will escape the net.  \jith respect to the ongoing costs to maintain the present system,

It transfers the burden from tenants to landlords, and it doedo you think it would be more or less than maintaining the GRNC

so in a big way with regard to Housing Trust tenants. | knowsystem?

that Labor Party members would argue that that is the wayir Keddie replied:

it should be because those people are the less well off in our Lo . .

society. | suggest that is not necessarily the case. A nemdtﬂgeg?gaeﬁfﬁgﬂg's that the GRNC is cost neutral which

group has been created who will escape making a contribu- . .
tion to the emergency services of this State through thig©: the CFS thought it was going to be cost neutral. The
legislation. | seriously question whether the new measure i2epartment of Treasury and Finance also gave evidence
any better than the old one. before the Public Works Committee, as follows:

One of my major concerns is the impact that this levy will  The GRNC cost will be fully funded through the appropriation
have on the people | represent in rural South Australiaprocess. The method of_financing the development will be sourced
because a large number of them are asset rich and incorf{g@™ wo areas, namely: _ -
poor. That is why | am amazed that a conservative Liberaé?( L. Recavery from agencies of funds included for acquisition of

f ) isting radio equipment.
Government has been a party to perpetrating this sort o 2. Specific allocation of $185 million set aside in the 1998-99
skulduggery because many Government members represgjiiiget and forward estimates for this purpose.
rural people. They represent struggling farmers, who it i
recognised nationwide are invariably asset rich but incomEJ

poor. Their contributions will rise. Some of the modelling 185 million is set aside in_ the budge_t, but $13 million will .
that | have seen indicates that their contributions will doublebe drawn back from agencies. There is also a note to explain

It is rather interesting that the media hand-out that thdnat Of the $185 million this will be partially offset by the

Minister has used over the past couple of days refers to %ppropriate level of recovery from the emergency services
farm in Millicent, which is in the heart of my electorate. It evy. . ) .

seems that the average farm with a $2 million asset will be | contend that at least $25 million a year is going out of
$129 worse off—and that does not include its contribution vidhe emergency services levy into the GRN, which is some-
mobile assets or property. | suggest a property such as thiling that this committee shoul_d_serlpusly _Iook_lnto. It has
would have three or four vehicles at least, so there is anoth&€€n announced that $13 million is going in. Of the

parochial— provided by other Government agencies, there is an offset

The Hon. R.L. Brokenshire interjecting: that general revenue will be funding the police share of the
Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, Minister. This is the figure GRN to the tune of some $12 million. It comes up to the
out of your document. If the Minister can contain himself for figure that we were talking about last May. | contend that at
a moment, | am quoting from his own document whichleast $25 million is coming directly out of this levy to fund
purports to take off the savings. This is the net figure—thdhe emergency services.
Minister’s net figure. Since the Minister has raised the matter, | see that the clock has almost wound down, and | said that
in the documentation that he circulated to the press he has nbtvould come back to something about the role of the
told anyone about that other arm of Government out there. Heonservative Liberal Government. In my maiden speech in
has included a column showing the savings we will gethis House about 18 months ago I said in my concluding
through our contributions to local government rates, but thereemarks:
is another arm of Government out there, and some of his  may | remind the Liberal members that they are the custodians
mates are telling local government they will be forced toof conservatism in this State; that many South Australians are relying
contribute 25 per cent of what they used to put into emergern them to demonstrate to the electorate over the next four years that
cy services back into the State coffers. That is the principld€Y &re capable of shouldering that responsibility.
which nearly got me: a South Australian conservative Liberal am very saddened: on this matter | think that they have
Government telling local government, through its ratingabrogated that responsibility.

nfortunately, the table which is attached shows that
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Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | am sad to hear the member STUDENT UNIONISM
for MacKillop say that, because | have assurances from the
Minister for Emergency Services, the Deputy Premier and the Ms WHITE (Taylor): | move:
Treasurer, as well as from the Premier himself, those matters That this House—
to which the member for MacKillop drew attention are not  (a) is committed to ensuring that South Australian university
matters about which there needs to be any concern. Nonethe-  programs and students are not disadvantaged and is therefore
less, | am pleased that there is to be a select committee. The ,  OPPosed to voluntary student unionism; and

- - . . - (b) recognises the valuable contributions that student organisa-
most important benefit that the select committee will provide tions make to academic studies, acknowledges that university

is the opportunity for the education of everyone in South community encourages participation and development of
Australia about the impact of this levy, which we have passed tomorrow’s community, social and business leaders and
through this Chamber and the other place. It is law. | supports the universal contribution of all students in recogni-

tion of the services which are provided for the benefit of all

recognise the validity of the observations made by the students

member for Gordon and the member for MacKillop in

drawing attention to that fact: it is law. We all supported that/Vith only a few minutes remaining before we must adjourn,
Bill. | realise that | will be cut off in my prime. However, | will

) ) ) ~ make a few very important points about this motion, which

More particularly, the select committee will provide js aimed specifically to do one thing, that is, to get every
everyone with a chance to understand what that legislatiomember of this House to state clearly their opposition to
intended and what is in fact happening. | will be able to relyyoluntary student unionism.
| know, on the assurances that | have received from those The Liberal Party in this State has been hedging its bets.
Ministers to whom | referred at the outset of my remarksjt has been making noises to the students of South Australia,
because, if we cannot rely on them, what can we rely ongaying, “Yes, we are with you.’ However, | suspect something
There will most definitely be benefits to people living in the jfferent, particularly given the Commonwealth legislation
country and there will most definitely be benefits to peopl&yhich is before the Federal Parliament and which will
living in Housing Trust accommodation who can demonstratgntroduce voluntary student unionism.
the need for assistance in ameliorating the impact on their Tnis move has been opposed by the whole of the univer-
lower incomes, as is also the case for pensioners in their OVt sector right across the nation—the academics, the non-
private dwellings or privately leased dwellings outside the,ycademic staff, the students, the Australian Vice Chancellors
Housing Trust. More particularly, the_ Government has "%"5%ommittee—and by most commentators and most news-
taken into consideration the effect it would have—whichpapers, because people in this country realise that this wil

needs ameli_oration—(_)n_ self-funded retirees. For better or fakave a detrimental effect on university campuses around the
worse, that is the decision that has been made. nation.

The other thing that | am sure this committee will discover | move this motion for two reasons, the first of which is
and enable the public at large to better understand is th#te legislation thatis currently before the Federal Parliament,
volunteer organisations will themselves benefit. | am talkingand the second reason being that the Government has made
not about the volunteers in the emergency services but aboligises to the student associations that it is with them.
charities, churches, youth groups and the like which owrowever, although acknowledging that the Senate is taking
vehicles for one purpose or another. Equally, primarysubmissions to their inquiry, the South Australian Govern-
producers will not have to pay this levy on those vehicles thafnent (and this morning I checked this with the secretary of
simply cross from paddock to paddock over a public road anéhat Senate c_ommittee) has failed even to make a submission
thereby require registration and third party insurance againé® that committee.
the risk of bodily injury in any collision that may occur. They ~ The Acting Premier at the time, the Hon. Rob Kerin, wrote
will not have to pay a levy on those movable assets, if youio one of the student associations in South Australia on 5 May
like—the vehicles that are involved. 1999, and | will read his letter intblansard The letter is

K | h tair deal has b K with | Iaddressed to the Vice President/VSU Liaison Officer,
now also that a fair deal has been struck with locala yejaige University Union, and states:

government. We have been assured of that again by the Thank you for your letter of March 15, 1999, regarding voluntary
Ministers to whom | have referred, and we have to be able tgtudent unionism legislation. As you are aware the Commonwealth

trust that information. | know that they would not in any way has introduced legislation to prevent compulsory student union fee
mislead either me or anyone else in this place about thabllection at universities. A Senate inquiry into the proposed Bill,

matter. | know that | can rely on that, and | have to rely onexpected to commence on May 7, 1999, will provide an opportunity
that: | have nothing else to rely on. for wide consultation and consideration of all the issues.

At this stage the South Australian Government is not proposing
It is for those reasons then that | strongly support thé® introduce such legislation and will continue to involve the interest

. . - : : f the stakeholders.
establishment of the committee, in the certain belief that wé This Government has a commitment to ensuring that the South

will all have a clearer understanding once the committee hagstralian university programs and students are not disadvantaged.
finished its inquiries and brings it report to the Parliament. e recognise the valuable contribution that student organisations
commend the motion to the House. make to academic studies and the services which are provided for
the benefit of all students.
The letter is signed ‘Rob Kerin, Acting Premier, and it is
The House appointed a select committee consisting of theated 5 May 1999. | read that letter ittiansardpurposeful-
Hon. R.L. Brokenshire, Mr Conlon, the Hon I.F. Evans, ly so that all members of this House can recognise that much
Mr Foley and Mrs Maywald; the committee to have powerof the wording of the motion that | have moved here today
to send for persons, papers and records, and to adjourn fromomes directly from the letter of the Deputy Premier (acting
place to place; the committee to report on Tuesday 6 Julin his capacity as Premier) to students in South Australia.
1999. That was the guarantee that he gave students of South

Motion carried.
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Australian universities. However, | draw members’ attention Evidence (Miscellaneous) Amendment,
to the qualification that he putin his letter: that ‘at this stage’ Nurses,

the Government will not be introducing legislation. Road Traffic (Miscellaneous No. 2) Amendment,
One may ask: if the Federal Liberal Party is introducing Second-hand Vehicle Dealers (Compensation Fund)
such legislation, what role has the South Australian Govern- Amendment,

ment? The universities in South Australia are set up under Soil Conservation and Land Care (Appeals Tribunal)
State legislation and, as we have seen in another State, such  Amendment,
a move towards voluntary student unionism has been Statutes Amendment (Commutation for Superannuation
legislated. Western Australia has already gone down that path ~ Surcharge),
and, next week when | have some more time allocated to me, Statutes Amendment (Restraining Orders),
| will talk about what has been the consequence for student Supply,
unions, university campuses and services to students in Tobacco Products Regulation (Smoking in Unlicensed
Western Australia. Premises) Amendment,

This move is necessary to find out once and for all from  Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (South Australia),
the Liberal Party in this State whether it will stand by the  Wingfield Waste Depot Closure,
promises that it has made to South Australian students over Year 2000 Information Disclosure.
a number of years now. Over the past couple of years,
similar, almost identical letters to student associations giving APPROPRIATION BILL
a similar guarantee have been signed by the Premier and two
former Ministers of higher education in this State. Butwhere  His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended
was the State Government when the Federal Senate inquit§ the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as
was taking submissions? Not one word. All the universitymight be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill.
campuses have been standing up clearly and loudly and the
whole Australian community has been telling this Govern- FINANCIAL SECTOR REFORM (SOUTH
ment to stop this ideological push just to attack student AUSTRALIA) BILL
associations—which are not industrial unions; they are
student associations.

Mr Hamilton-Smith: Then why call them unions? Why
not call them associations?

Ms WHITE: They are caII_ed associations, member for £|NANCIAL SECTOR (TRANSFER OF BUSINESS)
Waite. If members of the Liberal Party cannot tell the BILL
difference between an industrial union and a student associa-

tion they really do not understand what is happening in  His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended
universities at this time. The total recognition of the wholetg the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as

community is that the services provided by student assocignight be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill.
tions cannot be met out of university budgets. There have

been massive cuts by the Federal Government to universities HOUSING TRUST RENTS
around the nation, yet it is trying to deny student associations,
and every university has come out and said they do a very A petition signed by 541 residents of South Australia
good job in providing to students services such as counsellinggquesting that the House urge the Government to ensure that
services, legal services, academic and other services, sportigganges to the Housing Trust rent to income scale are
facilities, cafeterias, libraries and all those sorts of facilitiesamended to reflect the scale which operated prior to 27 March
Minister Kemp is threatening to withdraw universities’ was presented by Ms Breuer.
funding if they continue to allow the compulsory levying of ~ Petition received.
students for those services through the student associations.

The contribution made by student associations to student FINFISH

services cannot be met from campus funds, and the attack by A petiti ianed by 536 id f South A i
the Government on these services is driven purely b petition signed by residents of South Australia
@uestmg that the House urge the Government to impose a

His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended
to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as
might be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill.

ideology and is just a payback because students are standi ; . ; L
9y ] pay ratorium on the commercial taking of native finfish in the

up for themselves and saying that they want better funding_. fish db Id
for their universities in Australia, particularly in South V€T Murray fishery was presented by Mrs Maywald.
Petition received.

Australia.
Debate adjourned.

QUESTION TIME
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

STATE FINANCES
ASSENT TO BILLS

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My

His Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated higuestion is directed to the Premier. Given the massive
assent to the following Bills: increases in taxes that have occurred and that have been
Collections for Charitable Purposes (Definition of announced since the 1997 State election, was the then
Charitable Purpose) Amendment, Treasurer Stephen Baker misleading the public and this
Criminal Law Consolidation (Intoxication) Amendment, Parliament when he said before the election that the budget
Criminal Law Consolidation (Juries) Amendment, was in surplus and that there would be no increase in the tax

Evidence (Confidential Communications) Amendment, burden on South Australian families after the 1997 election?
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Stephen Baker, the former Treasurer, described his findllyer-Remm centre in Rundle Mall that cost us as taxpayers
budget as ‘a remarkable and historic turnaround’. We wer&1 150 million, for which we received $150 million when it
apparently on track, in the black, with debt reductionwas sold. A cool $1 billion was wasted by Labor on the
proceeding apace. Myer-Remm centre—not to mention what they wasted by
During the election, when Labor asked whether the budgegnoring the warnings from the State Bank. If only the Labor
was still on track, the Treasurer said, ‘I can assure you wearty had acted when the first warnings were put forward to
will get across the line.’ The Treasurer also stated on 18inisters and individuals. When the Premier was not
September 1997, ‘We are not out to get an increase in thiestening, | know that people went to individual Ministers and
guantum of tax.” At the same time, the Premier was sayingsked them to take up the issue with then Premier Bannon to
that ETSA would never be sold and did not need to be solddo something about it, but he would not.
Did the former Treasurer mislead the public and the Parlia- Instead of stopping the slide at that time, the slide just
ment about the state of South Australia’s finances? continued until the election period and they had to front up
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no need to ask the and explain how much they had actually lost as a result of the
guestion at the beginning and at the end of the explanatiorstate Bank debacle. So members opposite should not come
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: If the Leader of the Opposition into this Chamber and preach economic fortitude or economic
really wanted to help the finances of South Australia, hecapability—their track record and performance indicates that
could convince Bob Carr that the Grants Commissiorthey have absolutely none. Despite the fact that we have
recommendations of a five year review ought to have beeimherited this problem from the Labor Party, and despite the
those which were accepted, and that would have saved Soudct that the Labor Party created the problem and is not
Australia $47 million. Itis a Labor Premier who has thwartedprepared to assist with a solution to the problem, we will
this State of $47 million. We went to the recent Premiers’continue to plan effectively for this State to rebuild the
Conference and the Commonwealth Grants Commission—finances of this State so that the kids of this State have a

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: future.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: SMALL BUSINESS
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader for interjecting
after he has been called to order. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Premier

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Coming back to the point, the inform the House of the recent indications of small business
Commonwealth Grants Commission recommendation hagonfidence in South Australia?
two choices: a three year review, which has been adopted, or The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | thank the honourable member
afive year alternative. We went to the Premiers’ Conferencéor his question, and | am delighted to be able to report to the
and argued for the adoption of the five year review. Soutlfouse some particularly good news and reports as they relate
Australia secured the support of every State and Territoryio the small business sector. Following the good news about
with the exception of New South Wales. Because it was nothe Government's investment attraction programs, to which
unanimous, in the Loan Council and the Premiers’ Confer! referred in the House yesterday, is further evidence that we
ence, the Prime Minister was not prepared to vary théire getting this State back on track. As | have repeatedly
recommendation, despite the fact that we had won the suppgitated, job creation is a high priority of this Government, and
of every State and Territory but for the Labor Premier of Newan important component of this is the confidence in the
South Wales. economy of the small business sector. The small business
I would also put forward the fact that it was this Govern-sector, as many people have described it over many years, is
ment that has fought for, won and secured horizontal fiscdhe engine room of the economy.
equalisation, a proposal that once again the Labor Premier, If the small business sector is confident and performing
Bob Carr, attempted to dismantle, and in that instance we hdtien the economy generally is. An important component is
thwarted Bob Carr’s thrust. But there is a more importanthat confidence in rebuilding. Th¥ellow Pages Small
issue at stake here, and it is the credibility— Business Indeis a quarterly survey of small business activity
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: over the past quarter, expectations for the next quarter and
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader for the second confidence in the small business sector. The most recent
time for continuing to interject after he has been called tcsurvey, covering the three months February to April this year,
order. was issued yesterday, 26 May. According to that index South
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The credibility of the Opposi- Australian small businesses have enjoyed their best sales and
tion remains in tatters. I note that a number of journalists argrofitability quarter in over 4% years.
starting to pick up this theme. Here is an Opposition which The index is another demonstration of South Australia’s
wants us to spend money on a whole range of capital worksurrent strong economic performance and shows that the very
projects and on 18 per cent wage claims being put by somgood recent overall economic indicators for the State are fully
union officials to the Government, which we are rejecting.reflected in the activity in the small business sector. Small
Labor also wants for there to be no increases in taxes arfalisiness in the State is doing better currently than interstate
charges. It is a formula that simply does not equate, and it isounterparts and has more confidence in the future. Quite
the indication of an Opposition that clearly has no policyoften we benchmark ourselves against national or interstate
direction and no plan. averages. Given our export performance, which is outper-
That reinforces its track record in government, because forming other States, and given the job advertisement survey
was the Labor Party, this Opposition, when in governmento which | referred yesterday, we are well ahead of other
which had stewardship of the State Bank and which wa$tates and well ahead of the national average.
prepared to invest in aeroplanes in Florida, farms in South Confidence by small business in South Australia in this
Africa, and property in London, New York and Tokyo. It was survey has remained at very high levels—higher than in any
this Labor Opposition, when in government, that built thatother State except Western Australia: 72 per cent of small
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businesses in this State are either fairly or extremely confi$60 million announcement? Are you not just rebadging
dent about their prospects for the next 12 months, with onlgxisting programs?
13 per cent pessimistic about what the next year might hold; The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | thank the member for
and 33 per cent of small businesses in South Australia sajaylor for her question and | would say that in probably
that they expect economic conditions to be even better in 1@bout 50 minutes she will find the answer.
months—more than three times the 10 per cent who expect
them to deteriorate. Just add that to the Access Economics’ VICTORIAN BUDGET
monitor report to which | referred in the House yesterday i ] )
which said there will be an employment growth in South Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier explain the
Australia out to 2002 and 2003. When was the last time thafmplications for South Australia of the Victorian budget
this State had reports and economic indicators—the signpodought down earlier this month?
to the future—with that sort of level of confidence and robust  The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The implications of the
nature? Victorian budget are significant and have the potential to be

Mr Scalzi: Sir Tom’s day. quitg sighnificant fqr thri]s Stﬁte.GThe Victorian fbudgeftfshc_)wsl,

) s again, the capacity that the Government of an effectively

. Th‘? Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, | think it was about that jop¢ free State has to deliver more and better services to its
time: it certalnly. was not .durmg the 1980s in any I“'J‘borpeople. If you unshackle from the debt you have the capacity
Government penod: Qertalnly the cht that our employment-o create greater services, greater infrastructure and a greater
unemploymgnt statistics are at their k_)est I_evels f(_)r over 18 conomic climate for job creation. The improvement in the
years, that is, at their best levels since just prior to theb

i usiness climate is particularly important for investment and
announcement of the State Bank collapse, clearly indicatggy o ation of jobs. Most importantly, it is further clear

that the hard worKand effort that has been putin over the Paglidence of the way that South Australia’s competitive
five years, or so, Is starting to generate. . advantage over Victoria and other States will be rapidly
Sales in the State’s small business sector in the quart@foded unless we similarly and quickly dispose of our debt
have risen again over the previous quarter to the highest levgtoblem so as to be able to match initiatives being launched
since October 1994. The overwhelming majority of thejnterstate to create jobs and stimulate activity in the growth
State’s small businesses expect sales in the next quarterijustries of the future.
improve even further and 39 per cent expect a better sales |t s absolutely fundamental and critical that we do not
performance over May-July than the previous quarterg|iow Victoria to be better positioned than South Australia in
Profitability from small business also rose substantially in thgnyestment attraction. That is the way to export jobs.
February-April quarter for the State’s small businesses witi\ccording to the figures in the Victorian budget, Victoria’s
20 per cent reporting increased profits. We all know increasegept to Gross State Product ratio is now down to 4.2 per cent,
profits equal job creation, equal new plant and equipmenhaying nearly halved from 7.9 per cent as recently as
equal chasing new markets, equal further advertising anglgg7-98. It has been halved in the course of the last year. Our
equal better economic activity. Unless you have the profitsgebt: GSP ratio is 18.1 per cent, more than four times that of
you cannot underpin the growth, expansion and the employictoria.
ment of South Australians. The Hon. Dean Brown: Where was it when we came to
The performance that | have referred to—sales profitabiligovernment? It was 28 per cent.
ty—is reflected in employment levels in the State’s small The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It was 28 per cent; that is right.
business sector: 16 per cent of small business in the Stalhe budget figures will show today that there is a trend line
increased staff levels in the quarter, a greater proportion thagown in terms of our GSP net debt percentage figure. Only
any other State except New South Wales, with only 7 per cers per cent of Victorian Government outlays will go on debt
reducing. This is the fourth successive quarter of jobs growtBervicing, down from 13 per cent in the 1990s. Its debt
for small business in the State and the net increase igervicing costs next year are 3 per cent of outlays. In South
employment in this quarter amongst South Australia’s smalhustralia, 8.6 per cent of outlays currently go on debt
business is equal highest since October 1993. Those indicgervicing—three times the Victorian figure on debt servicing
tors clearly demonstrate that the economy is on the improveosts.
that small business—the engine room of the economy—is The absence of the debt burden that South Australia faces
once again selling, is profitable and is employing. That is théhas enabled the Victorian budget to bring in $383 million of
thrust and direction that our polices have putin place here inew spending and deliver $89 million of tax cuts. That s the
South Australia. The budget to be delivered shortly willflexibility that can be created if the debt burden is eliminated.
continue that approach in the future. The momentum that has has increased funding substantially in the key areas of
been gained is a momentum that we want to continue and thgrvice delivery to the Victorian people: education spending

beneficiaries of it are South Australians. is up, health spending is up and police spending is up. In
addition, 400 new police will be recruited and a target of
EDUCATION BUDGET 50 000 additional traineeships and apprenticeships has been

set. | am talking about Victoria. How does it have the
Ms WHITE (Taylor): Given the statement by the capacity to do that? Itis because it has fixed its debt problem.
Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Training thatin retiring debt, it has created the flexibility to reinvest in the
the education budget has been cut by $39 million, can theconomy in Victoria.
Minister confirm that the announcement in today’s press of In terms of stimulating business activity, the Victorian
$60 million to be spent on schools is not additional moneybudget has reduced payroll tax from 6 per cent to 5.75 per
but a rebadge of existing programs, such as the flexibleent, and we know that New South Wales has already moved
initiatives funding of $28 million? Can the Minister detail all to reduce its payroll tax. The significant point about that for
existing programs which have been rolled into thisthis State is that the new rate is one-quarter of 1 per cent
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below the South Australian rate of 6 per cent. Even theontrol. What there is no confusion about with the extension
economic illiterates opposite ought to be able to work outo shop trading hours is the fact that it will confer great
what that will mean for businesses calculating whether it isdvantages on the people of South Australia who wish to use
more cost effective to establish new ventures or expand olthem. That, of course, is the reason why the Government
ones in Victoria or South Australia. If we add to that themade its decision. | remind the House that we made that
power cost reductions in Victoria compared with Southdecision and received basically universal praise for it. That
Australia, we start shifting the competitive advantage that wés interesting, because it is a matter which the previous
had over the border. Government was not able to deal with without having a huge
We have been trying to hang onto the competitivehullabaloo and one on which, frankly, the Opposition thought
advantage in this State for investment, for jobs and for outhat we would trip ourselves up when attempting it this time.
children. Because we are constantly being blocked it was interesting to note that one of the most vociferous
Parliament from doing these initiatives, the competitivesupporters of the Government’s move was in fact the SDA.
advantage is shifting to Victoria. In the next three to five Mr Atkinson interjecting:
years, that will mean a redirection of investment, and that The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: On occasions | am forced
means a redirection to Victoria of jobs for South Australiansto agree with the member for Spence, and this is one of those
Let us look at the population figures, and we all remember theccasions. In this instance, the SDA is an extraordinarily
Leader at the Tollgate at the start of the last election canperspicacious group, because it could see the advantages that
paign. Let us stop— would flow to the people of South Australia.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Mr Foley interjecting:
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Just wait a minute. The Leader ~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Look it up in your
was at the Tollgate saying, ‘We have to stop our kids frondictionary and you will see. It means that they were wise,
going to Victoria. Well, we have. In that year, 8 000 went to farsighted and realistically intelligent. However, at the end
Victoria. Now that is down to about 3 000 leaving the State of the day, 8 June is the day upon which people will be able
and more than 4 000 are coming in. We have turned the tid® shop under the extended hours. | have had a number of
of net migration loss of about 8 000 a year into a positivediscussions with a number of people, in particular, a number
gain. Not only do we have the birthrate but we have peopl®f supermarkets. One in particular that | have seen near the
coming into South Australia, but that will be put at risk if the market is looking forward to the day. It is already opening at
Opposition gets its way in terms of stalling, blocking, 12.1 in the morning, and will take every possible advantage
inhibiting and restricting us from a range of policy initiatives it can to extend for the extra time that the legislation will
that we want to put in place. Clearly the position is this:allow.
unless we see the warning signs, over the course of the next Interestingly, | spent some time out at its Firle store,
five years we will create the reverse of what we are seeing/hich has a most interesting example of how the company
now—economic growth, a competitive advantage, newvhas transformed its employment record from basically casuals
investment, new jobs and population gain for South Australiato full-time employees. It is an initiative greatly to be
supported and, of course, the more time we give shops to be
SHOP TRADING HOURS open and the more people who shop in them, the more people

. . i will actually be able to be employed, and that will be a great
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): As the Minister responsible  advantage to all South Australians.

for the Shop Trading Hours Act, will the Minister for

Government Enterprises as a matter of urgency consult with DOCTORS, COUNTRY

the Attorney-General on amending the Retail and Commer-

cial Leases Act to end the confusion surrounding the issue as Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for Human

to which parties are entitled to vote on the changing of coré&ervices outline to the House some of the successes—

shop trading hours pursuant to section 61(2) of the said Act Members interjecting:

following the Government's extension of shop trading hours? The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Flinders has the
Following the Government's decision to extend shopcall.

trading hours from 8 June this year, many lessors and lessees Mrs PENFOLD: —and recent initiatives in recruiting and

are confused as to who is eligible to vote on changes to theetaining health professionals in rural areas?

core trading hours of shopping centres. The confusion The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | had the opportunity about

surrounds section 61(2) of the Retail and Commercial Leasahree weeks ago to travel to six of the country hospitals on

Act, which provides that each lessor is entitled to one voteEyre Peninsula, and to visit the communities and meet with

as is each lessee of a retail shop affected by changes to cahe general practitioners. It is very obvious how crucial the

trading hours. Disputes have arisen in cases involving leas&P is in those communities to the life of the town, to the

entered into between lessors and franchisors and the subleasescess of the hospital and, very importantly, to the care of

entered into between franchisors and franchisees. Sectithe aged.

61(2) of the Act does not answer the question as to whether All these country hospitals now provide not just acute

franchisors receive a vote as a lessee or as a lessor. services. Basically, they provide acute services, nursing beds,
If they vote as a lessor, does the shopping centre ownérostel accommodation and, in many cases, independent living

also receive a vote? If the franchisor is regarded as a lessescommodation—and, combined with that, the medical clinic

is the franchisee who occupies the retail shop affected by thieself, because the doctor in many cases has now moved into

change in trading hours entitled to a vote? It's another fin¢he hospital—and, of course, also community health services.

old mess you've got us into, Ollie! The retention and the recruitment of doctors and other
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |am delighted to answer health professionals in rural areas is one of the great challen-

this question. If there is confusion there, | will certainly speakges throughout the whole of Australia. One of the problems

to the Attorney-General in relation to the Act under hisis that, for every doctor in the country, there are about 1 500
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people. For every doctor in the cities—and it does not mattewe start to deliver to people in the country health care
whether it is Sydney or Adelaide—there are only about 50Gervices which at least start to relate and equate to the care
people. So, the imbalance is about three times in favour of thihat they would receive in the metropolitan area.
cities compared to the country.

In South Australia at present we have a shortage of about FINGERPRINT EVIDENCE
40 to 50 GPs. So, the State Government has established the
round table, and out of that round table | have started a Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for
number of initiatives. One of the most important is to try toPolice assure the Parliament and the public that the Govern-
overcome the immediate shortage of doctors by recruitingnent has not been giving house burglars an added advantage
overseas. | am delighted to say that we have had successaMer their victims through extended delays in fingerprinting
that area, and there now appears to be 22 suitably trainéd items at the scene of break-ins? On 4 March this year, |
overseas doctors who look like coming to South Australia agsked a question about a constituent whose home had been
a result of those initiatives. All those doctors will go to brokeninto three times in three months and who was told that
country areas, because that is the only location in which thefpere was a three month delay in the processing of finger-
will get a provider number. But for the first time for many Printing evidence. The constituent believes that these delays
years we seem to have stabilised the situation in the countfjave hindered the apprehension of the offender. In response

and | think that, over the next two years, we will probably to my question, the Minister has confirmed that, due to staff
start to reverse it. illness and staff transfers, ‘the delay in searching all prints

There has been some good news, though, in the past feigceived has been exacerbated over the last 18 months’. You

weeks. In the past, overseas doctors have been allowed $50ould have fixed this a long time ago.
come here for only a two or three year period to practise. For The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now
the first time the Federal Government is willing to offer thosecommenting.
doctors permanent residency, provided they stay in the The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The honourable
country for five years. We are in constant discussion with thenember has answered her own question. Improvements are
Federal Minister on this, but | think we are within at least abeing put forward in this area, including recent advertising
couple of months of coming to an understanding. We haviéo get more people into that area. However, at the end of the
had negotiations with the Medical Board as well and it haglay, it is a pity that the honourable member did not speak
decided to change the qualifications that need to be met @bout the fact that, with 313 000 taskings last year, including
the overseas trained doctors to give them a choice betwede priority A and B taskings, the average response time was
what they call the AMC and the Royal Australian College ofnine minutes.
GPs examination. The vast majority of these doctors would Members interjecting:
rather sit for the latter one, whereas in the past they have The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Of course, the
always had to sit for the former one. Opposition does not like that. It does not like any good news
In the past also there has been a 25 point disadvantagéout the South Australian Police Force. If we look at the
imposed by the Federal Government for any doctor trying tgriority A tasking responses, we see that the response times
come to Australia and seek permanent residency. That is nosre much less than even the nine minute average. Given what
being removed and, as a result, if they are willing to work inis going on at present with some excellent policing work, the
the country, provided they are suitably trained, they will getpolice are doing a very good job of catching criminals.
a provider number and they will get permanent residency for
Australia—provided, of course, ultimately they pass one of EDUCATION FUNDING
the two examinations. That is the first big achievement. |
know from a number of the doctors | have seen both on Eyre  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Minister for
Peninsula and in the Mallee that they are absolutely thrilledEducation, Children’s Services and Training inform members
There are overseas doctors at places such as Lamerdd calls by outgoing teachers’ union President Janet Giles that
Pinnaroo, Kimba, Wudinna and Port Lincoln. Those townghe Government needs to spend more of its budget on
up until now have been facing the prospect of losing their GRducation?
in the next year or so. This now gives them the first hope of The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: What a survey it was—the
having a permanent GP stay in those towns. mother of all surveys, we would have to say about this one.
We are also putting increased effort into the area oft was stunning in the depth of its questions. It was nothing
nursing. We now have a scholarship scheme going that wagore than a desperate act by a desperate President who is on
initiated by the former Minister for Health. That is starting her last hooray, and yet another stunt of the AEU. The AEU
to show benefit, because we have been able to get some @fmmissioned McGregor Marketing to undertake a survey of
those nurses from country areas back into country areas. Vg@me six hundred adults. We might ask, ‘Who sponsored it?’
have also put $1 million extra, as part of the enterprisd am not quite sure. | do not know whether it was the
agreement negotiations in the past year, into specificallPpposition in marginal seats, but | think not.
training nurses in country areas, because there is a shortage An honourable member interjecting:
of suitably trained nurses in country areas. There are a The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member for Spence
number of other schemes as well, but I highlight to the Houssays, | don’t think so. It was probably out of hard earned
that, for the first time in a number of years, due to a combinateachers’ wages. The stunt rates on an equal level with those
tion of programs by the Federal Government and the Statgtunts related to the wages offer from the Government to the
Government, we appear to be stabilising the situation witheachers’ union—13 per cent, and they tell us it is not enough.
respect to health professionals in the country, and | think w&ix hundred people were asked whether they thought enough
may actually be reversing it. But that does not mean that wenoney was being spent on education, and—surprise,
do not have a long way to go and it does not mean that it wilsurprise!—80 per cent said that they would like more money
not take a great deal of continued activity to make sure thab be spent on education. Another surprise, particularly for
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the union, was that 70 per cent said education ranked as a EMERGENCY SERVICES
high priority. Mr Speaker, you, | or anybody else in this
House could have stood in the middle of a shopping centre The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Can the Minister for
on Saturday morning and got exactly the same answdEmergency Services advise the House of the importance to
without going to a survey. the people of South Australia of having effective emergency
services to assist the people of this State?
Mr Atkinson interjecting:
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member for Unley  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member would

says, | am surprised it was not 100 per cent. When you askot know anything about anything, let alone emergency
an obvious question such as, ‘Would you like more moneyervices!

to be spent?’—and that is very much in depth; it is a pretty The SPEAKER: Order!

hard question!—I would have thought the result would be The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | know how concerned

100 per cent. It is just another stunt of the union. The othethe honourable member is about ensuring there are adequate
real surprise is that the union even bothered to put out a pregénergency services in his electorate. When, sadly, there is a
release on this matter because, honestly, anybody could hayguma up that way, whether a bushfire or road accident,
told you that answer. The reality is that this President is in tharticularly because of the vast distances between the various
last months of her term. | am sure she cannot wait to get baakwns, emergency services and their effectiveness is of
into the classroom, because she has been absent for eigframount important. Clearly the most important area of
years. Government when it comes to life first is that of emergency

Let me tell you, Mr Speaker, and members of Parliamengervices. | would defy anybody in this Parliament who is
that education is a high priority. We spend nearly one-thirse€rious—even the member for Elder who smiles every time
of the total State budget on education. This State is secorldalk about the importance of life and property—to deny that
only to Tasmania in the dollars spent per student, with $541he most important protection for the South Australian
spent per student. We have not changed class sizes. We h&gmmunity for life and property is to have an effective
not reduced SSO hours. We have the lowest class sizes of afifl€rgency services.

State in Australia, and we have lower class sizes than those Let us look at a few examples where we have not had
in Independent schools in this State. effective emergency services in the past in Australia. | read

with great interest only recently a report from the results of

We are comm(ijtted to lf_rogress irr]‘ educlation irllqthis Stgtethe Lynton tragedy when five firefighters lost their lives
We are committed to making sure that we lower the numberg, iy active duty in that difficult circumstance. | have

of the bureaucracy and get teachers back into schools so thgyy, a1ly experienced a fireball coming towards me in a
are on site, teaching in schools where they are supposed to Bgyion 3| park situation, and | know what it is like. | know

in both the country and metropolitan areas. what it is like when you are in a difficult spot. One of the
most important things you require when you see fireballs
SMOKE ALARMS coming towards you or a roaring intense fire front is an
adequate emergency services radio network.

Ms RANKINE (Wright): Will the Minister for Human Apparently those firefighters at Lynton did not get the
Services advise how far the Government has progressed fiadio call to tell them that there was a wind change and, as a
installing smoke alarms in South Australian Housing Trustesult, five people lost their lives. We will not let that happen
houses, and will all trust homes be fitted with smoke alarm# South Australia while we are in Government. If Opposition
by 1 January 2000 as required under the Development ActPembers want to allow that to happen then that will be on
Last week it was reported in the media that a woman and héheir heads. The Opposition is complaining that, at the
three children were saved from their burning Housing Trusthoment, there is some increase in expenditure for emergency
home by two passers-by. Some 70 per cent of the house wasrvices. Instead of going out to the community and ramping
destroyed, with damage estimated at $70 000 but, accordirgp the issues around funding for emergency services, why
to this report, no smoke alarm was fitted. oes the Opposition not go down to the Rundle Mall right

] now and ask the community who are walking around
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am glad the honourable shopping whether they would prefer to spend an increase on

tmhenfw_ger ha? raisekd th?t because iﬂ.thhe H_ou;;ing Lrusév‘(fa Pé't’hergency services in the protection of life and property or
et 'Eg 0 smotéa aarrr][ﬁ as a hign priority 'r:j eﬁ : th sgend $2 million a day (over $700 million a year) in funding
remember, we Set down a three year program and when tNega st overseas bank accounts as a result of the massive

was a slight und_er expenditure on some of the capita! Workaebt the Labor Party incurred on every South Australian.
programs for this year, | asked them to proceed with the | know what those people in the Rundle Mall would say

installation of more smoke alarms for this current year. In thqhat they would much rather spend the money on emergency
Housing Trust, compared to the program we put down, we AEervice protection than $2 million a day on Labor’s debt. But,

now ahead of that schedule, byt it has been a very extensiye course, we will never see the Labor Party going out and
program to put smoke alarms in all houses. asking a sensible question such as that. New South Wales had
As the honourable member has said, by next year allery big problems handling its hail storm damage situation.
Housing Trust homes will have smoke alarms fitted. Therén the end, South Australia’s SES went to New South Wales
are a couple of homes that need the more expensive ones forgive some assistance. Our SES personnel are highly trained
those people with hearing impairment, and that is beingn vertical rescue, butitis important that they receive further
looked at as well, but the important thing is the fundamentatraining and it is important that they be further funded. It is
program on smoke detectors is on schedule; in fact, ahead about providing effective emergency services.
schedule, and it will continue to be a high priority of the  Other examples include the Rescue 1 and Rescue 2
Housing Trust to make sure that that objective is met. helicopters, the retrieval teams and the helipads that have

An honourable member interjecting:
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been built into hospitals to accommodate those retrievadtudy and again the State Labor Government in South
teams to deliver people involved in road trauma. They ardustralia gave full cooperation. On 21 October 1991 the then
saving lives. What cost to save life? It is the most importanDeputy Premier, Dr Hopgood, wrote to the Commonwealth
funding area and it is important that we continue to increasendorsing the need to develop a site. Perhaps some of that

funding to emergency services. literature has disappeared over time. In April 1992 Federal
Minister Crean wrote to the South Australian Premier as
RADIOACTIVE WASTE follows:

. . . The Commonwealth Government strongly supports the prospects
Mr HILL (Kaurna): Does the Minister for Environment of radioactive waste disposal at Olympic Dam and would welcome
and Heritage support the establishment in South Australia bouth Australia’s support for the study.

the Commonwealth Government of a national radioactive Members interjecting:

Governmentfo e outihe use of the faciiy for the storage, T HON. RG: KERIN: Yes, it s a story that hias not
een told. The former State Labor Government gave that

of long-lived intermediate radioactive waste to be broughSupport and the current Leader of the Opposition was a

into South Australia from France? A memorandum from the . )
Commonwealth Parliamentary Library Information— member of Cabinet at that time. In December 1992 the former

L South Australian Minister for Health, Mr Evans, presented
Members interjecting:

) . a detailed summary to Cabinet on all developments and
o ;ZirSPEAKER' Order! The member for Stuart will come 4 4yised that a preliminary study had been completed on the

Mr HILL: 4R h Senvi ] proposal to use the Olympic Dam site.
rHILL: —and Research Services states: ~ Compared with what the Commonwealth Government is
ANSTO (Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisagoing at the moment, where isolation for the site is a major

tion) has made arrangements with Cogema in France to reprocess : f :
non-United States spent fuel rods and this reprocessed waste Ei:tor, the Olympic Dam site now incorporates a large town

expected to be returned to Australia in time to be stored in the Southich was undertaken by a former Liberal Government with

Australian facility. a bit of help from Norm Forster. The then Labor Government
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | have been expecting this Was looking at putting the repository against the town, which

guestion. The shadow Minister for the Environment has beeReither we nor the Commonwealth Government in Canberra

making a lot of statements about the Federal Governmentl§ 100king at. Cabinet at that stage endorsed the continuation
intention as far as the radioactive waste repository is corf2! Négotiations and in September 1993 Premier Arnold signed
cemed and several areas of misinformation have bedft0 Cabinet a note which briefed Cabinet on the latest

highlighted. The honourable member is not the only persof€velopments. .
to comment on this issue: some of his political friends have The note also referred to the issue of a temporary storage
been making similar comments but a couple of aspects ne&if€ at Rangehead near Woomera. Never at any stage did the
to be made clear. The Federal Government's consultatiogdbor Government oppose either the moves to identify a
processes in this instance have involved a repository for lowermanent disposal site, including the detailed consideration
level radioactive waste, or short-lived medium level radioacof South Australian sites, or the Commonwealth’s proposal
tive waste, such as smoke alarms, exit signs, and a certai@ & temporary storage site in South Australia. In fact, in
amount of material from hospitals, universities and researcfarly 1995 the Federal Labor Government initiated the
facilities. transfer to South Australia for storage at Woomera of
Drawn into that has been the Pangea resources issy@dioactive waste which had been stored at the St Marys
which has headed people off. That is a pretty easy way dhunitions factory since 1979. Certainly, the current Coalition
scaring people. | take my hat off to this Federal Governmengovernment leaves that Government for dead so far as
for the way in which it has gone about this. It has goneconsultation goes.
through a process which everyone has understood. The The ALP has been talking about insufficient public
Federal Government has been out in the community and sgPnsultation, but that claim is incorrect and we need only talk

enormous amount of information has been distributed. | wilko the people of the north to find that out. A discussion paper
give members a bit of history on this— was released in 1992 with 1 300 copies distributed and 124

Mr Hill interjecting: public submissions received. You do not get 124 public

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: We have an agreed process with submissions without domg_ consm_JItatlon. The process has
the Federal Government. We have not signed off on it. Irfone through a phase two discussion paper and a phase three.
terms of consultation, the Federal Government has told ushe Opposition ought to have a good look at its own record
what it intends to do. There are geological and Aboriginafh this regard. Federal and State Labor Governments tried to
health and native title issues that need to be addressed. Th&Reak a radioactive waste repository into South Australia
is a whole range of issues, such as water, becaudMthout a}nywhere near the level of consultation that we are
groundwater is an important matter. When we are satisfie@OW S€€ing.
with all the answers, we will make a decision. Itis forgotten ~ As to whether or not we support the proposal, we have
that they tend to point the finger at the Coalition in Canberrainade clear our position from day one. Every now and then
which is really doing the right thing. If we dig back and look the member for Kaurna and others throw up the suggestion
at the history of this issue, we see that not all Federathat this proposalis other than that put forward by the Federal
Governments have done the right thing. Government. It has been clear—

In 1993 we did not get much in the way of consultation ~Members interjecting:
when the Keating Government sent a heap of this material to The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Yes. We have made it absolutely
Woomera. The matter goes back to 1986 when Federal Labatear all along that we have a long list of conditions that need
talked to the State Labor Government at the time. In 1991 thto be satisfied. The Federal Government is going through a
Federal Labor Government sought a further site selectioprocess of doing that and a decision will then be made.
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YEAR 2000 DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The answer to the honour-
able member’s question is that | have been alerted to the fact
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Can the Minister that the council to which he referred recently released a report
for Year 2000 Compliance advise the House of the early takeand | have asked for a copy of that report. As to whether | am
up rate of usage of the so-called good Samaritan legislatioacross the specific details of the report, the answer is that |
and how it is beginning to benefit business in South Australiahave not read the report, so therefore | am not. As to whether
particularly? this Government is across issues specifically pertaining to
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the member for youth, the answer is that we are trying as hard as we can to
Heysen for his question. | am sure that all members ofinderstand what those issues are and to address those issues.
Parliament are interested in the response to this question There are profound issues for the youth of South Australia,
because it is the direct result of legislation that passe@ut | would say to the honourable member and to every
through this Chamber. member of this House that, whilst those issues are pertinent
Members interjecting: to youth in various areas, especially in some of our more
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: While the member for disadvantaged socioeconomic groupings specific to those
Ross Smith might not have understood the legislation, | arareas, nevertheless most youth across this State share a
sure that his colleagues did, because they assisted by ensurit@mmonality of problems. Whether they are the areas that the
that the Bill was one of those rare pieces of legislation thahonourable member outlines or areas that would be dear to
passed through both Houses in less than 24 hours. At the tintke member for Taylor or to the member for Kaurna, the
the legislation passed through the House, | gave an undertaigsues that are problems for youth are shared by all youth in
ing to come back at a very early stage and report the progre#fsis State, whether they live in the so-called leafy suburbs or
of its take-up. in the northern, southern or Marion districts. This Govern-
Disclosure has already been made at a rapid rate byent is seriously committed to addressing those issues and
companies, both national and South Australian, and theipoking at the problems.
disclosure statements, pleasingly, have been published on the For that reason we are doing a number of things. We have
Internet so that they are readily and easily available to theet up a number of structures. We are looking at the oper-
public. A number of well-known companies have ensureditions of Youth SA. Indeed, members will hear in the budget
that they have taken advantage of the legislation, includinghat we are looking at all matters pertaining to youth, because
Internode Systems, Knight Frank, Electricity Corporationthey are a serious part of this State. | will not insult the
Telstra, Westpac, Bankers Trust and OzEmail. members of this House with the comment that youth are our
They are just a few of the companies that have provideduture, because it is almost trite. But the fact is that they are
extensive year 2000 disclosure statements under the legisiie only and the greatest investment that we can make. Why
tion passed by this Parliament to ensure that their customeélo members of this House think that the Premier has put such
base and other organisations and individuals who rely oan emphasis on employment? If there is occasional criticism
them can determine the state of preparedness of thoséour employment policy, itis that some people believe that
companies. The number of statements now emerging itis skewed towards youth. | maintain that our approach is
extremely encouraging. However, of concern | note that theralanced, but if there is a skewing | put my hand up and say
is a barrier to an even larger number of companies disclosinges, if there is a skewing at all it should be skewed towards
their status and that appears to be legal advice that is impartg@ung people, because young people are just entering the
to companies by their legal representatives. Regrettably, sonwork force; young people have not made these problems.
legal firms or individuals in our State see fit to advise their Therefore the answer is no, | am not aware, but we will do
clients that they should say nothing. everything we can in addressing both the specific problems
To those lawyers—and there are a number of lawyers iand the generality of the problems of youth.
this Chamber who may have legal associates to whom they
can pass on this request—I request and implore themto go ~ BAROSSA VALLEY HEALTH FACILITY
through the legislation carefully and see that it provides .
protection to their clients. The companies that | have revealed M VENNING (Schubert): Is the Minister for Human
in the House today as having publicly disclosed have>ervices able to give any (_jetalls about the forward planning
determined through their legal representatives that thEor the new health facility in the Barossa Valley?
legislation provides the protection they seek while at the same The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If ever a member should get
time enabling them to provide a level of comfort to organisa® Medal for persistence, it is the member for Schubert,
tions and individuals with whom they deal. Those companie§ecause unofficially he asks me this question every day that
have made their statements in good faith, they have sensibfgarliament sits! | commend him on the fact that today he has
used the legislation, and | hope that many other SoutAsked it off|C|aI_Iy_. | have V|S|te(_j_the Angaston Hospital and
Australian businesses will take advantage of the opportunitg™ aware thatitis an older facility. We are aware of the need
that this Parliament, in true bipartisan spirit, has madd® buy some land and start planning for a new hospital in the

available to them. Barossa Valley to cover the entire valley, and we have been
looking at various parcels of land. In fact, we have approach-
SOUTH WARD YOUTH REPORT ed the owners of two of those parcels of land. Either they

want outrageous prices for them that we are not prepared to
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Is the Minister for Youth aware pay or (in one case) the buyer was not willing to sell.
of the needs of youth in the Trott Park and Sheidow Park area However, | am delighted to tell the honourable member
as outlined in the South Ward report prepared by the Mariothat we have found a third piece of land that we think is
Council? What steps will the State Government take to heljdeally suited, and we are currently negotiating with the
Marion Council implement the recommendations of thatowner. | hope that we will be able to secure the land and start
report? to plan for a new health facility for the Barossa Valley in the
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longer or medium term. | acknowledge the honourable The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): Mr Speaker, thank
member’s concern: let him be assured that we are workingou again this year for your hospitality.

hard to try to resolve the question of the land and to provide Mr Clarke: Why don’t you reciprocate?

a broad health service and modern facilities for the whole of The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will later on, Ralph. Mr

the Barossa Valley. Speaker, last year the Government authorised a four-year
financial plan designed to shape the growth and financial
BUSINESS, SOUTHERN REGION framework for the future of our State. It was a plan that re-

, - i I isi i A I
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Will the Minister for quired bold and decisive action by Government. It was a plan

| . Lo t(t) allow us to take our State proudly into the next millennium.
ndustry and Trade advise what action is being taken to attrac This vear's budaet builds on the foundation established b
new business to the south, particularly to the two majo ¢ y bud tg tackling th or chall faci y
industrial areas of Lonsdale and Hackham? | have attend%s years budget in tackiing the major challenges facing our
several meetings lately, including a meeting of the importan ate. . ]
Lonsdale Business Association, where business people have Mr Speaker, those challenges were and still are:
expressed the view that State Government assistance goes’ O create jobs

principally to the north and that some businesses thinking of - to reduce State debt

coming to the south have been encouraged to locate in the - to boost investment in economic and community infra-
north. structure

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Obviously, | do not have a suburb - to manage public sector wage pressures
by suburb breakdown of the industry attraction. | am happy - to maintain and improve the quality of our public ser-
to get a breakdown of the attraction to the south. We all know vices.
that 97 per cent of business attraction goes to businesses thatThe Government's financial plan was built on a balanced
already exist in South Australia, but | am happy to get gyolicy mix of revenue increases, expenditure reductions and
breakdown regarding the south for the honourable membejgset sales to provide the financial foundation for tackling
these challenges.

The Parliament was given a clear choice of either sup-
porting the sale or lease of ETSA and Optima and the
associated ongoing financial benefits to the budget or if it
opposed such a sale or lease then it would have to accept the
alternative of tax increases or expenditure reductions.

Sadly for the people of South Australia the Labor Party

Received from the Legislative Council and read a firsnd others have chosen the second option and this budget

ROAD TRAFFIC (DRIVING HOURS)
AMENDMENT BILL

time. therefore sees the introduction of the Rann power bill in-
crease on all households.
BUDGET PAPERS As | foreshadowed in this place one year ago, such a

course of action, whilst undesirable and indeed regrettable for
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | lay on the table the families and households in this State, is nevertheless neces-
following budget papers: Budget at a Glance 1999-2000sary. The revenue from this tariff increase will help replace
Budget Guide 1999-2000; Budget Paper No. 1, Budgethe asset sale budget premium already built into the forward
Speech 1999-2000; Budget Paper No. 2, Budget Statemeestimates and the fall of electricity business dividends into the
1999-2000; Budget Paper No. 3, Estimates Statememtudget since the start of the National Electricity Market.
1999-2000; Budget Paper No. 4, Portfolio Statements, The fact that neither the Leader of the Opposition nor the
Volumes 1 and 2, 1999-2000; Budget Paper No. 5, Capitahadow Treasurer have been prepared to promise to get rid
Investment Statement 1999-2000; Budget Paper No. @fthe power bill increase immediately if elected is recogni-
Employment Statement 1999-2000; and | move: tion of the fact that such a promise would mean a
That papers Nos 2, 3, 4 and 5 be printed. $100 million cut in the number of teachers, nurses, and police
Motion carried. employed in our public sector.
Mr Speaker, | cannot emphasise this more strongly—the
APPROPRIATION BILL Government's preferred course is to sell or lease the electrici-
ty businesses. But if Parliament continues to block the sale,
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier) obtained leave and then the Government is left with no alternative.
introduced a Bill for an Act for the appropriation of moneys  If the impasse within the Parliament can be broken how-
from the Consolidated Account for the year ending 30 Junever, then the Government will immediately move to drop the

2000, and for other purposes. Read a first time. power bill increase.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | move: One of the Government’s major reasons for the sale of our
That this Bill be now read a second time. electricity businesses has been the need to avoid the risk of
The SPEAKER: Does the Premier wish to have leave tocompeting in the National Electricity Market with the
continue his remarks? resultant negative impact on dividends and taxation flows into
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, Mr Speaker. the budget.
Leave granted. Opponents of the sale have continued to claim that the
The SPEAKER: Admit the honourable Treasurer. Government was receiving $300 million per year from the

electricity businesses and would continue to receive
The Treasurer (Hon. R.I. Lucas) was admitted to the$300 million per year even after the former monopoly
Chamber. situation had been replaced by a competitive market.



1482 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 27 May 1999

Those opponents then argued that the interest savings from First, borrowing in previous generations was necessary to
debt retirement if assets were sold would mean there is nimnd the infrastructure needs of a growing population, which
ongoing financial benefit to the budget from a sale. in turn created growth in the tax base to service that borrow-

This argument is obviously entirely dependent on theéng. This no longer holds true. This debt has to be serviced
heroic assumption that the budget will forever receivefrom a tax base that is growing only slowly.
$300 million per year in dividends and taxes. Second, we have to compete for job creating investment

Since the commencement of the national market thén a world where the bar has been lifted quite dramatically in
Government'’s electricity businesses have forecast a signifiecent years. For example Victoria has reduced its debt from
cant decline in the level of distributions to the budget. In fact$30 billion to $3 billion and is now able to lower payroll tax.
projected distributions are estimated to fall by $159 millionTo claim that debt levels are acceptable because they are no
over the four-year planning period when compared to lastvorse than a generation ago is to assume that the world itself
year's budget estimates. After taking account of the poweis unchanged. With substantially lower debt levels around
bill increase this cumulative shortfall reduces to $79 million.Australia, our relative attractiveness as a place for investors

For the next three years the average estimated distributidf going to be difficult to sustain.
to the budget is $164 million—not $300 million. To illustrate this point, Mr Speaker, a recent Access

These estimates are a massive blow to the credibility oEconomics report showed that at 30 June 1998 this State held
the opponents of a sale—but they are also a massive blow 8 per cent of all the State and Territory debt in Australia. By

the challenge of maintaining a balanced budget. 2003, Access estimates that will have grown to 22 per cent.
The risks of Government owned businesses competing ii NSW were to sell enough of its electricity assets to repay
this market are enormous. its debt then that figure would soar to 43 per cent.

Just last month for example, ETSA Power, which is the For investor perceptions, the fact that Access undertook
State owned electricity retailer, had to spend $2.6 millionand published these calculations is as significant as the
over an 8% hour period buying power at an average price dfumbers themselves.
$1440 per MWh, because of an unexpected reduction of the Mr Speaker, eight per cent of the Australian population
interconnector with Victoria. resides in this State. How do we expect we can compete as

Optima Energy, which operates the Torrens Island plani@ State with that sort of debt burden hanging over our heads?
could incur losses of around $1 million for each hour of a Mr Speaker, it is for all these reasons and more that the
double outage of its B’ unit. Flinders Power, which operatessale or lease of our electricity assets is such an important part
generators at Pt Augusta and Leigh Creek, could losef any strategy to move beyond the mendicant mentality of
$10 million over an eight hour period in the event of twothe past and to prepare our State to play its rightful role in a
double outages of its plant on a high demand day. vibrant Australian economy as we move into the next

Just one of the Government's electricity businesses hawillennium.
projected pre-tax profit figures for next year ranging from a
loss of $74 million to a profit of $2 million with a most likely BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
estimate of a loss of $30 million. In framing the 1999-2000 Budget the Government's

| stress that these are not the profit projections of thé@rincipal objective was to stick with the fundamentals set out
Government but the best estimates of the Board and maif the four year financial plan that we announced one year
agement of this business. ago.

It is also worth noting that we will not see a really Itneeds to be noted that this financial strategy differed in
intensive competitive market in SA until extra supply is @ number of significant aspects to the previous strategy. It no
available late next year when the Pelican Point power statiolpnger budgeted for zero wage increases with the cost of any
enters the market. wage increase to be fully funded by the agencies through staff

Given the need to compete in the national market and téeductions and it also provided in a structured way for
maintain service standards, the businesses are projectiH§expected cost pressures and new policy initiatives ap-
capital works projects of $690 million over a five year period.Proved by Cabinet during the four year period.

This estimate doesn’t include proposals such as the Such a strategy has obviously assisted the integrity and
$180 million repowering of the Torrens Island proposal bysustainability of the budget and allowed it to cope with the
Optima. Any further increase in capital projects will further inevitable pressures throughout the year.

reduce distributions to Government. Since the 1998-99 Budget and the launch of the four year

Mr Speaker, | cannot emphasise more strongly that theg@an, significant events have created additional challenges
risks and the numerous others that lie ahead fall straight on@nd this has necessitated a number of adjustments to the
the taxpayers of this State. budget strategy to ensure the ongoing sustainability of the

To those members present who are expecting future Soutan.

Australians to thank them for keeping the electricity busines- Mr Speaker, these challenges were:

ses in public hands, | say just two words—STATE BANK. - Parliament’s blocking of the electricity assets sale
Mr Speaker, the inability to sell our electricity businesses legislation—necessitating the introduction of the new

has of course meant the State’s crippling debt burden remains  power bill increase

and we continue to have to pay $2 million a day in interest - the impact on distributions from the electricity busi-

costs. nesses of entry to the National Electricity Market
Whilst it is true that debt as a proportion of Gross State - Commonwealth Grants Commission recommendations

Product is no higher now than it was a generation ago it is not on Commonwealth funding

true that this means debt is not a problem. - continued high growth in demand for health services
Mr Speaker, there are two very fundamental problems brought about by an ageing population, much lower

with such comparisons. levels of private health insurance and the impact of
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new technologies—necessitating an increased fundini itself a testimony to the improved structural integrity of the
allocation to the Department for Human Services  budget.

cost pressures across a variety of Government projects In addition, the forward estimates continue to make
and programs including, for example, the new Governprovision for unforeseen cost pressures and emerging new
ment Radio Network, with additional funding sourced priorities.

from the provision set aside in the 1998-99 budgetand Some of the key features of the budget Mr Speaker are:

forward estimates for unforeseen cost pressures - that it is a balanced budget, in 1999-2000 and in the
pressure from pUbIlC sector unions for wage Increases three outyears, measured in accordance with ABS
beyond the level provided for in the four year plan—to Government Finance Statistics standards

date all increases agreed to by the Government have . 4 significant increase in funding for employment
been within the forward estimates parameters programs, building on the successful program estab-
the need to fund new, emerging community priorities, lished in the 1998-99 Budget

such as regional development infrastructure and
expanded employment programs particularly for young address the most outstanding community priorities,

people. with the largest component of this package going into
Mr Speaker, there appears to be a naive view from some health g P P gegoing

that once a budget is balanced it is balanced forever and the .
State no longer has a need to raise extra revenue or reduce
expenditure. Of course nothing could be further from the
truth.

One only has to consider wage costs to illustrate this point.
Treasury has estimated that moderate and reasonable wage - . o
increases for teachers, nurses, police and public servants will M asnd tolial mt;: rest CI(I) stls retrrr:_alr_l at $735 mﬂ_lg:n.b daet
add an extra $450 million to our total wage bill in 2002-03 r Speaxer, above all else this IS a responsibieé budget,

when compared to 1998-99. These increases are all budgetg@selidating the hard work of the past five years, adjusting

for within our forward estimates and are at levels consistentf) accommodate adverse events but remaining true to the path

with wage forecasts included in Commonwealth Budgepf fisgal responsibility so yital to the future of this State. .
papers. To go beyond the $450 million—would clearly This budget a_lso continues the very useful reforms in
require either extra revenue or further reductions in teachePudget presentation, which were commenced last year. The
nurse and police numbers. accrual approach to pres_erlltlng.the quget—lnco_rppratlng the
In recent weeks there have been a number of claims madi!l cost of service provision, including depreciation, and
that there has been a blow out in wage costs in the budget af¢Fclosure of all financial obligations accrued each year,
that the Rann power bill increase and the emergency serviciicluding superannuation and long service liabilities—was
levy were required in part to fund a black hole created by thi€ €léar improvement to public accountability.
wage blow out. This year the output presentation is more fully developed
Once this claim had been made by one commentatgind perfprmance indicators are provided for most outputs.
everyone scrambled over each other to be the first political "€ Parliament can be assured that the quality of financial

a package of carefully targeted spending measures to

a strong program of capital investment of over
$1 billion—creating essential social and economic
infrastructure

whilst net debt as a percentage of Gross State Product
continues to fall—net debt remains unacceptably high

lemming to throw itself over the cliff of credibility. and non-financial information provided with the budget is
What then are the facts? second to none in Australia.

- all wage settlements have been settled within the Once again | wantto acknowledge publicly the hard work

budgeted forward estimates of Treasury officers who, together with Ministers and their

in fact we have been unable to settle an argument witgtaff and portfolio staff work tirelessly to prepare the budget.

the AEU for nearly a year because we have refused to

increase our offer above the budgeted forward estiECONOMIC CONDITIONS

mates Mr Speaker, South Australia experienced solid economic
wage increases in the SA public sector in 1998 were a§rowth during 1998-99, with strong household consumption

less than half the level of the private sector whereas igPending playing a key part. A strong increase in wheat and
1994, 1996 and 1997 wage increases in the publi¥ine production has been accompanied by solid growth in
sector were significantly higher than private sectoréXports.

wage increases. After several years of impressive growth, business
So Mr Speaker any claims of wage cost blowouts arénvestment is estimated to have fallen slightly in 1998-99,
entirely unsupported by the facts. mainly because of the completion of major investment at

One of the adjustments included in this budget has beeR@lympic Dam. Nevertheless, business investment in South
the decision to extend the target from thirty to forty years forAustralia remains at relatively high levels by historical
eliminating past service superannuation liabilities. standards.

Given the financial challenges facing the State we can no Employment grew by an estimated 1% per cent during
longer afford to be reducing this liability at a rate much fasterl 998-99 and this rate of growth is expected to slow to around
than all other States undertaking such action. For exampleper centin 1999-2000, as a result of the expected weaken-
both NSW and Victoria have adopted a fifty year fundinging in the national economy.
strategy. Unemployment in South Australia fell during the year to

Mr Speaker, through this series of adjustments thé.3 per cent—down from 9.5 per cent a year ago and much
Government’'s commitment to a balanced budget is mainfower than the high of over 11 per cent under the previous
tained. That the Government has been able to adjust tHeabor Government. While unemployment is at its lowest
budget strategy to accommodate some very substantial shodksel since 1990, it still remains above the national average,
without compromising the fundamental tenets of the plan, i®s has been the case for the past three decades.
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Mr Speaker, despite the more positive outlook over the(REVENUE
last twelve months, job creation remains the top priority of Revenue measures taking effect in 1999-2000 will result
the Government. The rate of youth unemployment ininincreased revenue. These measures include:
particular is well above the national average and this situation the power bill increase necessitated by Parliament’s
is not acceptable to the Government blocking of the ETSA sale legislation

Notwithstanding the significant financial constraints on- introduction of the Emergency Services Levy, as an-
the budget, our commitment to action on job creation is a nounced last year
major focus in the budget. The Government is releasing an a proposed increase in stamp duty rates on transfers of
Employment Statement with the budget today. | will come to  properties valued at over $500 000

some of the details later. Whilst own source revenue growth shows an 11.9 per cent
Mr Speaker, South Australia’s rate of population growthincrease in real terms in 1999-2000 this is largely the impact
continues to improve. The main reason for the improvemendf the “one-off’ increases in SAAMC dividends. If the
has been the dramatic fall in the level of interstate migratiorBAAMC dividends are excluded, real terms revenue growth
losses. In 1995 South Australia suffered a loss from nei 5.9 per cent next year followed by real terms decline in two
interstate migration of almost 8000. But in the twelve monthof the following three years.
periods to September 1997 and September 1998 the lossesy;, speaker, | have referred elsewhere to the power bill
were 3900 and 2900 respectively—a very positive sign fofcrease. In reality it has no significant effect on the four year
the State. financial plan as it simply makes up for the loss of the
Mr Speaker, the budget assumes reasonably conservatigiectricity businesses sale premium and for part of the
estimates of future growth in GSP and employment, estimategduced distributions from the electricity business.

that are below those for the national economy. As foreshadowed in last year's budget, the new emergency
The challenge for Government is to create an economigervices levy commences on 1 July 1999, replacing the
environment in which these estimates can be exceeded. existing fire services levy on insurance companies. It applies
to owners of fixed and mobile property irrespective of
COMMONWEALTH/STATE RELATIONS . whether the property is insured. The cost of the levy will
emergence of significant reforms in Commonwealth-State Mr Speaker, it is important that | emphasise that the net

finances. . .
- o addition to revenue from the levy is fully hypothecated to
At the Premiers’ Conference on th@(St'ApnI thisyear  gypnort costs associated with the provision of emergency
the Premier, along with the Prime Minister and othergenices including police services, State Emergency Services,
Premiers and Chief Ministers, signed the multi-lateralyproved communication systems, fire service costs previ-
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Reform of Commonysjy funded by local government, volunteer and research
wealth-State Financial Relations™. grants together with costs associated with the collection and
Under the Agreement, 1999-2000 is the last year in whiclmonitoring of the levy. Further details are provided in other
States and Territories will receive Financial Assistancebudget papers.
Grants from the Commonwealth. Instead, the entire proceeds | now turn to the stamp duty measure. Mr Speaker, South
of the GST will go to the States. Australia has one of the lowest marginal rates of stamp duty
The States have also agreed to abolish some of their most property value in excess of $500 000.
inefficient taxes, including financial institutions duty, bank  To assist the Government to meet its budgetary objectives,
debits tax and various stamp duties such as those on businesarginal rates of stamp duty on high value property transfers
conveyances, leases, cheques and credit arrangements. will increase from 4 per cent to 4.5 per cent on that part of
The proposed reform is a major one and is Supported bproperty value between $500 000 and $1 million, and from
all State and Territory Governments as a means to ensufeS per cent to 5 per cent on that part of property value in

access to a revenue base offering much greater prospects fcess of $1 million. For a property transfer of $1 million,
growth than currently available. stamp duty will increase from $38 830 to $41 330.

In the transitional years, the Commonwealth has guar- The revised duty rate structure is estimated to raise
anteed that the budgetary position of each individual Stat&7.5 million in 1999-2000 and $8.1 million in a full year.
and Territory will be no worse than under current arrange- The increased rates of duty will impact predominantly on
ments. commercial property transfers, very few residential contracts
Projections of GST revenue in future years show that alwill be affected given that the increases apply to dutiable
States, including South Australia, will benefit considerablyvalue in excess of $500 000.
from the reform. The measure will also effectively be time limited if
Under the reform, the annual Premiers’ Conference willhational tax reform goes ahead. Under the Commonwealth’s
be largely replaced by a new Ministerial Council to beproposed New Tax System, stamp duty on non-residential
established from 1 July 1999 to oversee operation of the Intaronveyances would be abolished in about 2005-06.
Governmental Agreement. The Council will be chaired by the  Mr Speaker, while these increases will be an extra burden
Commonwealth Treasurer and will consist of the Stateor families, they have been designed so as to operate as
Treasurers. fairly as possible. Concessions will apply to the power bill
Of course, these reforms are subject to the Commonwealihcrease and to the emergency services levy, while the stamp
gaining passage of the relevant legislation. Given that thiguty increase is specifically targeted at the very high end of
State stands to gain substantially from the reforms, Mproperties.
Speaker, it can only be hoped that the minor parties do see Mr Speaker the Government has again steered clear of any
their way clear to act in the national interest. increase in payroll tax and tried to minimise the impact on
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businesses to ensure the right environment for job creation These include addition funding totalling $77 million
is maintained in South Australia. consisting of:

Even after introduction of these new taxation measures it $49 million over three years to maintain forward com-
is estimated that in 1999-2000 State taxation per capita in mitments and ensure expansion of assistance in industry
South Australia will still be the third lowest of all the States  and tourism development and attraction
and Territories. Compared with the national average, taxes $4.5 million per annum over three years for a new
will be $89 lower for every man, woman and child in South Regional Infrastructure Development Fund

Australia, even after increases announced in the budget. o . ) .
- $2 million for developing biotechnology opportunities

OUTLAYS - $12.5 million over three years aimed at increasing tourism
Mr Speaker, total outlays will rise by 5.2 per centinreal growth by funding existing and new major events and
terms in 1999-2000. This increase is largely the result of a festivals.
49.1 per cent lift in capital outlays, with current outlays
growing only 1.7 per cent in real terms.
While | come specifically to capital investment spending
later, the real picture for current outlays is one of continuin

The 1999-2000 budget provides for a gross capital
investment program totalling $1150 million including some
allowance made for project delays. In addition, expenditure

restraint. Current outlays excluding interest and su erannuqn the order of $200 million is anticipated on private sector
: Y 9 P nded infrastructure projects making a total program of

tion payments are unchanged from 1998-99 levels and in fa%fl%() million
are expected to remain almost constant throughout th '
forward estimates period. Growth between years 1998-99 an_q ;999-2000 is a

Mr Speaker, a key indicator across the forward estimategonsequence of the funding of new initiatives, increased
is the trend in final consumption expenditure excluding pasgxpenditure associated with works in progress and works
service superannuation payments. This indicator is the beggITied over from previous years.
measure of discretionary spending by Government. The It is estimated there will be an increase of around
dominant component of this measure is wage and sa|a|€§r270 million in the public sector investment program in
payments. comparison to the estimated outcome for 1998-99—much of

If wage movements are out of control, then it will this increase attributed to works carried forward from
certainly show up in this measure. Mr Speaker, | am glad t®revious years.
say that real growth in final consumption expenditure Significant growth ($139 million) has also occurred in the
excluding past service superannuation payments averages legi/ate sector provision of infrastructure initiatives. This is
than 1 per cent per annum over the next four years—a clegtimarily as a result of the Pelican Point power station, which
indication that wage settlements agreed to date are reasonaleexpected to cost in the order of $400 million over a two
and have not adversely affected the budget outlook. year construction period.

Mr Speaker, while outlays had to be reduced as part of the
Government's 4 year strategy to eliminate the deficit, with th
financial position now stabilised, it has been possible in the
last two budgets to return benefits to the community in the
form of extra funding for services. This is now evident in the
budget aggregates that show outlays in the budget are above
1994-95 levels in real terms.

In key areas of service delivery, outlays are up substan-
tially, reflecting concerted efforts to reallocate spending
within the budget to areas of high priority.

Mr Speaker, the two most important examples are that:
health outlays are up 16 per cent in real terms
education outlays are up 8 per cent in real terms.

Whilst there have been real increases in health spending,
significant increase in demand for services in all States, has - .
left health systems under great financial stress. $60 million acrgss primary and secondary schools planned

Despite a 4.5 per centincrease in funding for 1999-2000 for 1999-2000;
the health portfolio will have to achieve savings of around: $22.4 million in 1999-2000, has been provided for
$46 million from the level of real spending that occurred in ~ investment in TAFE colleges including the Adelaide
1998-99. The boost in real spending in the last 2 years has Institute of TAFE Centre for Performing and Visual Arts,
been funded in part by a significant run-down in cash reserves the Onkaparinga Institute redevelopment at the Victor
in the portfolio. Harbor campus, the Regency Institute stage 2 redevelop-

The 1999 Employment Statement builds on the 4 year mentand the new facility at the Spencer Institute, Kadina
$100 million package of initiatives announced in last year's Campus;
statement. It involves new spending and extensions to in justice and public safety, investments include com-
programs worth $28.5 million over the next three years and pletion of construction of the Adelaide Youth Court,
aims to provide a further 7400 people with job and training commencement of the Christies Beach Magistrate Court
opportunities. complex and commencement of Stage 1 of the Supreme

In addition, there are a number of significant budget Court upgrading, together with the replacement of the Mt
initiatives which are also aimed at increasing economic and Gambier and Glenelg police complexes and significant
employment growth. investment is planned in Police communications.

The Government is investing to enhance the delivery of
ey community services including:
health $91 million—with a $29 million investment in
strategic metropolitan hospital redevelopment at the Royal
Adelaide Hospital, The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Lyell
McEwin Health Service, Modbury Hospital, Noarlunga
Health Service and the Repatriation General Hospital;
housing, with investments that include renovations of
some 950 houses, acquisition of 30 established houses and
construction of 150 new houses. Further, an investment
of $9.6 million will be made in urban regeneration
projects and an investment of $9.1 million in Aboriginal
housing and crisis accommodation;

education, with new major projects worth in excess of
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SUMMARY introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Stamp Duties Act
Mr Speaker, as we start to open the door to the nevt923. Read a first time.
millennium we can see that as a State we face many chal- The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move:
lenges but also many opportunities. That this Bill be now read a second time.
This budget is part of a coherent financial plan which isl seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
geared to best prepare South Australia to grasp these Hansardwithout my reading it.
opportunities. Leave granted.

As with any bold vision for the future there will always be  To assist the Government to meet its budgetary objectives, stamp
difficult decisions—therefore there will always be opportuni- duty rates on high valued property are to be increased. Stamp duty

ties for some to oppose and obstruct implementation of theates on high valued conveyances were last increased in 1992-93
lan when a marginal rate of 4.5 per cent was introduced for that part of

plan. o property value in excess of $1 million.

Yes—it will be easy to oppose every asset sale As part of the 1999-2000 Budget, the marginal rate of duty that

Yes—it will be easy to oppose every new revenue increasapplies th> Pfoﬁefty Valtﬁ bftgveen $5?%?20 art1d f$1 mi"i?n Wli”

ST crease from 4 per cent to 4.5 per cent; that part of property value

. Yes. itwill be easy to oppose every school closure or Cultﬂ excess of $1 million will attract a marginal rate of 5 per cent

Inservice instead of 4.5 per cent.

And yes—it will be easy to cheer chase on the steps of The new rates will apply to documents lodged for stamping on
Parliament House and support union leader demands for after the date of assent of the amended legislation, except for
18 per cent wage increases documents relating to written agreements entered into prior to the

S ) 3udget announcement on 27 May 1999; these documents will

But will this approach balance a budget and reduce debEgntinue to be taxed at the old rates. The revised rate structure is

is this political leadership? estimated to raise $7.5 million in 1999-2000 and $8.1 million in a

is this a plan to take SA into the future? full year. - :

is this in fact a policy? The increased rates of duty will impact predominantly on
policy: commercial property transfers; very few residential contracts will be

Mr Speaker, to face the challenges and grasp the opposffected given that the increases apply to dutiable value in excess of
tunities that present themselves South Australia doesn’t ne€&00 000. . o _
political chameleons capable of blending instantly into any Stamp duty payable on $1 million properties will continue to be

olitical environment lower in South Au_stralla relative to Victoria, Western Australia and
p : . . the Northern Territory. For property values of $5 million and above,

SA actually needs a bold vision to take us into the nexktamp duty payable will continue to be lower in South Australia

millennium—it needs political strength and leadership torelative to New South Wales, Victoria, and the two Territories.

pursue a course because it is right for the State and all South The measure will also effectively be time limited. As part of
National Tax Reform, stamp duty on non-residential conveyances

Ausralians. . . L is to be abolished. The date of abolition will depend on the speed
It needs a budget which will assist in the task. with which the new funding arrangements generate additional funds
I commend the budget to the House. to provide the State with the financial capacity to repeal stamp duty

on non-residential conveyances. On current estimates, a likely repeal

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to have 0ate1s2005-:06. ,
. : o . xplanation of Clauses

the remainder of the second reading explanation inserted in cjayse 1: Short title
Hansardwithout my reading it. This clause is formal.

Leave granted. Clause 2: Amendment of schedule 2
This clause revises the rates of duty chargeable on conveyances with
a value exceeding $500 000.
n¥ o ClausedS: Applicallltion ?f amendments st odaed §
o . > The amendments will apply to instruments first lodged for stamping
appropriation authority provided by tSipply Act. on or after the commencement of this measure. However, the

Clause 3 provides relevant definitions. amendments will not apply to an instrument if the Commissioner is

. Clause 4 provides for the issue and application of the sums showghtisfied that the instrument gives effect to a written agreement
in the schedule to the Bill. Subsection (2) makes it clear that th@ntered into before 27 May 1999.

ahppropﬁriation authority provided by tigpply Acts superseded by
this BiIll.

Clause 5 is designed to ensure that where Parliament has
appropriated funds to an agency to enable it to carry out particular
functions or duties and those functions or duties become the ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
responsibility of another agency, the funds may be used by the
responsible agency in accordance with Parliament's original The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:

intentions without further appropriation. That the H d di
Clause 6 provides authority for the Treasurer to issue and apply ' &t th€ FHOUSe do now agjourn.

money from the Hospitals Fund for the provision of facilities in . . .
public hospitals. Ms WHITE (Taylor): | want to raise two issues in the

Clause 7 makes it clear that appropriation authority provided byshort time available to me. The first issue relates to the deal
this Bill is additional to authority provided in other Acts of Parlia- that workers in my electorate get under the new deregulated
e Clause b sots a imit of $50 milion on the amount which the \OTKCOVer arrangements. Secondly, | want to complete
Government may borrow by way of overdraft. some remarks | made yesterday about the failure of the

Federal Parliament to pass a motion to disallow regulations

Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. providing exemptions from the Dlsablllty Discrimination Act
under sections of the South Australian Education Act and the

Clause 1 is formal.
Clause 2 provides for the Bill to operate retrospectively to 1 Jul
1999. Until the Bill is passed, expenditure is financed fro

Ms WHITE secured the adjournment of the debate.

STAMP DUTIES (CONVEYANCE RATES) effect that that will have, particularly for children with
AMENDMENT BILL disabilities within our South Australia system—in other
words, what it means to South Australia.
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education, To begin, | want to read to the House a letter | received

Children’s Services and Training) obtained leave and from a constituent dealing with his experience after a work
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injury. | often speak in this place about what has happenegkceiving and if | can't get a payout | will lose my house and all that
in recent years under this Liberal Government to workers angloes with it.

their rights when they are injured and the extremely traumatic. (;/gl'rghl 2'#5*‘% g‘l"g&mﬁgt ﬁg\?vr?e:mbi'l:‘gp‘ggggktgdsa?Vik\%?sf;ei

processes that they have to go through and the stress thak ot afford to get photocopies done of any paperwork you might
causes. This letter is not chosen by me because it is the wokgént, | am hoping you could do this for me. Anyway, | don't know

case that | have seen but because it is a typical experienceif-ny problem has come through but I've tried to explain it as best
as bad as that is—of many of my working constituents whd ¢&n. I thank you for your time, and await the outcome.

have been injured. | will not include the individual’s name orThe letter was signed by the constituent. | put that letter into
street address but will just read the text of the letter. | asiansardto issue a challenge to the Minister for Government
most constituents, because these are detailed and involvEmterprises. Years ago it used to be that we would negotiate
cases, to write some of the history of what happened to themith the Minister responsible for WorkCover to get solutions
and their experiences, and this letter was written to me in thir our constituents. It used to be that the Government paid
context. | get many such letters every day and this letteisome interest in our constituents. That no longer happens.
dated 12 May 1999 addressed to me, is as follows: What happens now is that we in the electorate offices

I was asked to compile a list of my complaints with regard to€gotiate with lawyers, private insurance companies and with
WorkCover. First off, it would be appropriate to say what my OUr constituents in a long, drawn-out and very difficult
problemis. In April 1991, | was injured while working under a car process which often is not successful, because of the changes

carrier trailer. A hydraulic ram slid off the tines of a forklift which ffecting injured workers that this Liberal Government has
twisted my lower back causing facet joint injuries. As a result of thisgeartlessly introduced

injury my employment was terminated. | have been able to secur . . . .
employment since then in the transport industry but have been unable | issue the challenge to the Minister to take an interest in
to sustain this employment. | was retained by WorkCover as gust one of my constituents—this one. This is a very typical,
g”."'.”g gnsﬁrUﬁthﬁand aclqutlr:ed employngﬁm_ with Gawler gruﬁknot unusual case, and it is the sort of case | get day in, day
riving School. After nearly three years with this company and after, . : .
many arguments as to the condition of his training vehicles, m)pUI’ every single day Of. the week. | issue a.challenge to him
doctor put me on restricted hours. to help one of my constituents and then | will try for the rest.
As this still did not help me in the vehicles (semi-trailers), the | informed the House recently of the changes to the
doctor took me off work completely. On the doctor’s suggestion, Idisability discrimination Act and the exemption of two

filed for workers’ compensation. On doing this | was sacked by mysections of the South Australian Education Act from the

employer. As the claim was not accepted on first submitting it, | wen ialati : :
on to sickness benefit. | then hired a lawyer and took the Work(:ove‘r:ederal legislation. The problem that | did not have time to

agent, which was FAI at the time, to court. It took 12 months to gef€ll the House about on that occasion is that, because anything
them into court and they were forced to accept my case as it wadone in compliance with these sections of the Education Act
claim No. 5 because of the same problem, aggravation of my origingh South Australia will be exempt from complaint under the

injury. Commonwealth Act, many children with disabilities in our

Each time | have claimed WorkCover and their agents end uichools will be disadvantaged. The ministerial council on

putting me back into trucks. This of course starts the whole thin - . . - e
over again. Whilst | was on sickness benefit and awaiting the cougducation (MCEETYA) is currently developing disability

case, I applied for a veteran's service pension. This was accept&iandards. Itis a consultative process, a task force has been
within a week of my application going through, so | was taken offset up and some progress is being made. Now the Federal
sickness benefit and placed on this pension. Government has decided to exempt the South Australian

Then after the court case and FAI was forced to take my case, ; idi
was taken off the pension and placed back on WorkCover. Now mEducatlon Act, totally overriding that process. That sends a

two year review has come up (after 12 months) and after many ugs€ar signal to disabled people in this State.

and downs with promissory jobs that never eventuated, back on

trucks | might add, | am informed by my doctor that | could be ~ Mr VENNING (Schubert): | rise to speak about yet
kicked off the system. another success in my electorate of Schubert. Tarac Australia
$32N0%V¥) gﬁgcﬁ?r??fégggﬁdtmgz Ilrég((:jei\o/%daa :ﬁgit(i)?]nf gfapg%; r?fl_imited has been involved in the wine industry in the Barossa
disability, and after four claims with thye sam% problem, w%y try to r .almost. 70 years, _havmg commenced its qperatlon In
put me back into trucks? The payout was basically spent as soon Airiootpa in 1930. This company has played an integral role

I got it, catching up on the bills, which mounted up because of thén the overall success of the Barossa and continues to support
lower wage from WorkCover. Why are we condemned to a lowerand be part of the current wine industry boom. Along with the

wage because of an injury? Was it my fault the employer (Who wagye ity Premier (Hon. Rob Kerin), | was privileged to attend
not licensed to drive a forklift) dropped the half ton ram on to my . . b
back? the opening by him of the new facility at Tarac a couple of

Since FAI lost their contract with WorkCover, | was assigned toWe€ks ago. This facility uses world, leading-edge technology
Mercantile Mutual insurance, and since then | have had nothing biand plant which enables Tarac to extract an additional 5 per
emotional harassment. Personnel Placement Consultants are dent yield from the grape crush, which will provide an
charge of finding me employment. | have assisted them as much @stimated four million litre boost to the State’s annual wine
possible in trying to find employment, especially within the ducti
restrictions placed on me by my doctor. For 12 months | have hafroduction. . .
to put up with these job offers which fall through as soon as they ~Tarac, a South Australian based company, is the largest
hear of my injuries. To me, anybody with common sense would sayprivately owned distiller in Australia. It will recover high
Pt him back on a pension. | don'twant a pension but | also dontqyality wine from about one tenth of Australia's grape marc
want to put up with these suggested promises of employment, eithey.. : .

T T O T o Aierped i
oubt that | would last too long at it. , . .

| have copies of the functional capacity evaluation and acrushes of the normal wine process. | know Mr David Obst,
vocational report done by Mercantile Mutual to help find me a job.the company’s Chief Executive, and he advised me that the
These reports say | would make a good truck driver, but as my doctgfompany’s objective was to process 10 000 tonnes of

doesn’t want me back in trucks, why are they pushing? I amtold th ; ; ;
even though my injury is slowly getting worse there will be no moreabremlum red grape marc annually, adding an estimated

section 43 payout. What am | to do? | will only aggravate my injury $35 million to $50 million a year to the value of the wine

by returning to trucks. | cannot survive on the low wage | amindustry’s production. That is no mean feat.
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Tarac’s red wine recovery facility, which recovers reddirectly east to come onto the Barossa Valley Way just south
wine by processing the residual grape skins from the pressf Tanunda—the area commonly known as Tanunda South.
is the first in the world and provides the Australian winel have been campaigning long and hard for this with my
industry with an added advantage over our internationatolleague the member for Light; the road actually passes
competitors. | commend the investors and the directors ahrough his territory but goes to a town in mine. | also
Tarac for taking what could be seen as a risk to undergo appreciate the cooperation that we have had from the Minister
process that has no peer. There is nothing to copy. This {wia the report that was prepared and a further report that she
first class, world technology. This production process, whichs undertaking on facilitating the actual road) as well as from
is a world first and is Australian patented, further enhancethe two district councils—Kapunda-Light (through which
the State’s reputation as the international leader in innovativenost of the road travels) and Barossa.
wine technologies. It certainly has been a long and hard lobbying process.

Mr Obst said that the recovery facility will be expanded Most members would know the name of Gomersal road,
in future years as demand increases. Tarac has becorgcause not too many opportunities have been missed to
Australia’s largest facility for recycling and value adding remind them. It makes it worthwhile for a member of
winery by-products. After processing the marc, it goes to théarliament finally to get a reward such as this. | acknowledge
distillery as it normally would and then it becomes a verythe $2.2 million that the Government is putting toward this
valuable mulch and soil conditioner. The company hagroject and | also acknowledge the large amount of money
invested $11 million in this extensive upgrade at Nuriootpathat both district councils will putin. My only concern is that
which includes a new $2.5 million cellar door facility, and | believe that this road should come under State Government
many members may have seen it on the Barossa Valley Wagpntrol and not be under local government control, as it
at Nuriootpa. currently is. | believe that this road is far too busy a corridor

This is the only facility of this type in Australia to offer to the north of Adelaide to remain under the jurisdiction of
customers a range of spirits and liqueurs for tasting anthe Kapunda-Light Council and that it should be taken up by
purchase. It also provides opportunities for visitors to see théhe State Government, even via a swap transaction. I am sure
production methods for the world’s major categories ofthat the council could take over responsibility from Govern-
spirits. Many members have noted these bottles in my officent in some other area.
here in Parliament House—how attractively they are Thatwas the only area in which | was disappointed: | am
packaged and how wonderful the product is inside the bottlesotally thrilled with the rest of it, as will be all my constitu-

It is a pleasure to have an industry such as this in one'snts in the Barossa Valley. The Minister emphasised the rail
electorate. A very distinguished feature of the cellar door i®ption. Certainly, we can do much more with the rail corridor
a traditional Australian brandy pot still, manufactured inthat we are fortunate to have. More work will be done there
South Australia in 1928. The Tarac Technologies Red Win@nd | only hope that we are able to upgrade the railway
Recovery Facility and the Barossa Distillery Cellar Doorbetween Nuriootpa and Angaston for the Barossa tourist train
represent a totally new investment in South Australia ofo go to the end of the trip. | note that the funding is there: all
$11 million, which provides 18 new jobs on top of the we need now, via my colleague the Hon. Graham Ingerson,
existing large work force. is to facilitate the maintenance charges, which is a difficult

To be investing $11 million in unproven technology thing. But I am confident: he has pulled off marvels before
speaks volumes about the kinds of people we have in ownd he will do it again. Without putting him in, | hope that the
industry. | wish Tarac all the best, and | am totally confidentnegotiations with the private owner will see the Barossa train
of the product it is now producing, a sample of which | havego to the end. However, if it is not to be, we still have a
in my office and have shown members. The quality andnagic facility. Many members have travelled on the Barossa
colour of this product can be up to 32 times the colour oftourist train. Itis a marvellous experience and is having great
normal red wine, depending on the grade. This product caguccess.
be used in industry to boost wines of much lesser quality, | know that budget day is not exactly the easiest day for
certainly in the way of colour and natural alcohol. It is aa Government, but we have much to be positive about. | urge
magic product. This investment shows real confidence in thimembers on both sides to think of the good things in our
State and in the region. It is a real success story for th&tate and the progress that has been made by the Govern-
Barossa, and | am very proud to be the local member. Thment, some of it (although not a lot) with bipartisan support.
State should also be proud: this investment further contributdsvould like to see more of that, and | encourage members to
to the economic benefit of South Australia. say that we have a great State and together we can make it

Also today | welcome the announcement by the Ministergreater. | am honoured to be the member for this region. Itis
for Transport, the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, that at last thevery easy to stand here and talk about positives, because | do
Government will fund the Gomersal road. We have fundingeepresent a very positive, productive and go-ahead area.
to seal the road, which | remind members is an alternative Motion carried.
route to the Barossa, leaving the Sturt Highway in the
approximate area of Sheoak Log and journeying almost At 4.6 p.m. the House adjourned until 1 June at 2 p.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY HOME DETENTION
21.  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: How many South Australians
Tuesday 25 May 1999 are currently on home detention, what are the resources needed to

monitor these people and how many offenders have broken their
home detention conditions in the past year?
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: The Minister for Police, Correctional
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE Services and Emergency Services has been advised by the Depart-
ment for Correctional Services that there are two categories of Home
Detainees, those persons placed on bail by the courts who may be
subject to Home Detention conditions, and sentenced prisoners
NATIVE VEGETATION nearing the final stages of their period of imprisonment.
Whilst the Department for Correctional Services is responsible
7. Mr HILL: How many land clearance applications are for the placement of sentenced prisoners onto Home Detention, both
currently before the Native Vegetation Council in relation to groups of Home Detainees are supervised by Department for
horticultural and viticultural projects and in each case, who are th€orrectional Services personnel.
proponents and how many hectares are to be cleared? Staff resources required to monitor these people comprise 9
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Currently there are 24 applications for Home Detention Supervisors and 3 Administrative Officers.
native vegetation clearance, relating to horticultural and viticulturaEquipment and telephone costs for the past twelve months have
projects, for which final determinations have not yet been made bgmounted to $218 000.
the Native Vegetation Council. For the 12 month period 1 January 1997-31 December 1998, the
The requested information for those projects is as follows, listediumber of persons on home detention are 147 Bailees and 280
in chronological order in terms of receipt of applications. Referencésentenced Prisoners, giving a total of 427. )
is made to tree numbers where the application relates to scattered 60 Sentenced Prisoners broke their home detention. The reasons
trees in developed pasture situations and to an area of land (fer revocation are as follows: -
hectares) where the application relates to clearance of more intact 49 (82 per cent) breached conditions,
native vegetation or of native vegetation regrowth. - 5(8 per cent) escaped,

1. Applications relating to Horticulture * 2(3 per cent) committed an offence,
Kermel Pty Ltd 12 trees - 2 (3 per cent) voluntarily returned to custody, and
Nangkita Holdings Pty Ltd 469 trees - 2 (3 per cent) returned to custody for other reasons.
MJ & SB Longbottom 82 trees 80 Bailees broke their home detention conditions. The reason for
h revocation is not recorded electronically for Bailees.
A Fischer 89 trees
RH & ML Badman 14 trees CRIMINAL LAW (UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS) ACT
DJ & KL Treloar 4 trees
LJ & LF Rowntree 20ha 61. Mr. ATKINSON: Will the Government amend the
R Legoe 80 trees Criminal Law (Undercover Operations) Act 1995 to allow for
JD (et al) Maney 39 trees operations to gather evidence of serious criminal behaviour that has
DK & JM Herrmann 48 trees already taken place? o )
| Schulz 4 trees The Hon. I.F. EVANS: No. The legislation authorises the use
CR Cranwell Sha of undercover operations for the purpose of criminal investigation.
Nangwarry Pastoral Co 18 trees Undercover operations enable the police to provide persons engaging
Applications relating to Viticulture or about to engage in serious criminal behaviour an opportunity to
PP 9 manifest that behaviour or to provide other evidence of that
MA Ledson 152 trees behaviour.
PS & SJ Wooding 30 trees The Criminal Law (Undercover Operations) Act 1995 was enact-
SJ Secker & ML Thomas 8 trees ed to clarify the law of entrapment following the High Court decision
D & L Hutton 10 trees in Ridgeway. It was not intended as a means of obtaining evidence
Y Kais 1.2ha in relation to offences that have already taken place.
LW & KA Eldredge 12 trees The Act confers powers upon police in this State, which are
Cave Ridge Estates 18 trees already unprecedented in other Australian jurisdictions, and was
R Melino 6 trees reached by a careful tri-partisan consensus at the time it was enacted.
NA McLean 7 trees That consensus was necessary so that the Bill could be enacted in a
GO & DE Noack 6 trees very short time so as to save a number of prosecutions under threat,
Bevington Pty Ltd 4 trees ortho_aght to bﬁ Ltmderthtrﬁatt, frc_)m_lthei R|d|gewl:):1|y deC|$|?n_. Th?rte_ is
o ' . ; o evidence whatsoever that a similar legal problem exists in relation
In considering these figures, the following points also need to b€0 serious criminal behaviour that has alreac?y taken place. Ridgeway

Porne in mind: is limited to condemnation of police participation in the creation of

. . . . i
as a general policy, the Native Vegetation Council tends to treaf e crime and does not extend to the detection of the crime after the
applications of a large scale as ‘broad-acre clearance’ that cann@ent.

be considered for approval as they are so seriously at varianG “The conferral of similar wide ranging powers on police to ‘en-
with the Native Vegetation Act and beyond the discretion of theya ;' syspects who are believed to have committed a crime in the past
NVC; . would pose significant dangers. For example, Parliament has enacted
itis usual in such cases to recommend to the landholder that thgs which are designed to balance the rights of the suspect against
application be reviewed with a view to substantially reducing thegne powers of the State in the investigation of crime, including
number of trees under application. This in fact has occurred withestriction on the powers to arrest, search, seize and interrogate. A
Nangkita Holdings, with the NVC deferring its decision pending jicence to ignore the legal restrictions enacted by Parliament in this

a revision of the application by the landholder; area (for example) would create havoc.

the figures should not be taken to be actual tree removal totals as

they represent amounts applied for by the proponents, as the final LAKE ALEXANDRINA WETLANDS
approvals by the Native Vegetation Council may vary signifi-

cantly from the above; 89. Mr HILL:

in reaching its decisions, the Native Vegetation Council uses 1. What protections have been put in place to ensure that
strict criteria to determine whether clearance should be permittedevelopments in the area near Lake Alexandrina and its tributary
or not; and wetlands are consistent with the RAMSAR Wetland Agreement?
in most cases, clearance which is permitted is subject to rigorous 2. Why was an irrigation plan approved that allowed drainage
conditions, such as a requirement for re-establishment of nativef saline water from the Finniss tributary to Black Swamp?
vegetation or other conservation measures elsewhere on the 3. Did departmental officers who approved the plan have any
subject properties, such that the overall effect is a long-ternknowledge of the Tookayenta Catchment Plan s specific provision
environmental gain for South Australia. to preclude water transfer to and from the catchment and what
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qualifications and training in the environmental impact of irrigation cluding the environmental impacts of irrigation practices. Two of the

practices did these officers have? officers have related tertiary qualifications.
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ:
1. The Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal TOOKAYENTA CREEK

Affairs, together with key stakeholders from the community, has

been formulating a management plan for the Ramsar wetlands. | 90.  MrHILL: _ )

expect to release this for public comment in 1999. 1. Is water being pumped by a private entity from the
The draft management plan contains measures aimed atbringirjr#"k""yenta Creek to five other properties including a nursery

about consistent zoning in the flood plain of both Lake Alexandrindhrough a metered system and, if so, is the supply being operated as

and Lake Albert in the council areas of the Rural City of Murray @ cOmmercial venture? .y

Bridge, Alexandrina Council and Coorong Council. 2. Were these properties subdivided from a larger allotment and,
Representatives of the Department have already met with so, what effect did this water supply have on the value of these

officer from Planning SA and council representatives, to begin thé"OPerties? . -

formulation of a project to undertake the necessary planning 3 'S the inlet to this supply Io_cgted within metres of the

investigations as the basis, if necessary, for coordinated Plaaoundary of the Murray Darling Basin? .

Amendment Reports under the provisions of the Development Act, 4: Has the Minister examined the legality and appropriateness

1993. The project is being carried out as an extension of a Natur&lf the pumping arrangements and, if so, what were the results?

Heritage Trust project entitled ‘Sustainable Development Along the  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: . .

Murray’. 1. Water is being supplied by a private entity to four allotments
The draft management plan also has provisions relating to thfirough a one and a quarter supply line, which has been metered by

rationalisation of the Ramsar boundary to make this more definabld]€ Supplier. The supplier charges the recipients of the water to cover

ecologically relevant and to ensure the inclusion of wetlands.  lectricity and maintenance costs only. Only two of the landowners
2. Due to the limited information provided in the question, thedre currently using water. One landowner has a house only; the other

. ) e = . ~has a house and operates a very small cut flower nursery. Records
Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs is y o0ty the supplier indicate that approximately 700 kildlitres of
unable to definitively determine which particular development th%ater have been used over a period of five to six years

question is referring to. It appears likely however, that the question The supplier also winter pumps from Tookaverta Creek to a
refers to the development of a vineyard by Sofrell s Vineyard an%eries of h%rl)ding dams, andppun?ps water for ir);igation of vines
V\!gweer?/t Pty Ltd, utilising River Murray water transferred to their whenever possible. Water stored in the dams is used to finish
property. — . irrigation when the Creek runs dry.

Approval to the application to transfer water was subject to = " The properties were not created from the subdivision of a

completion of a comprehensive irrigation, drainage and managemepf qer |and allotment. Land values have not been affected by the
plan (IDMP), which assesses the irrigation and drainage impacts upply of water to the properties.

the proposal. An IDMP is required prior to approval being given to "3 “ 1,4 injet to the supply is located just within the boundary of

use transferred water on a property. The IDMP provided by they, o River Murray Prescribed Watercourse, which is described as the
Company indicates that current best management practices for vVinggsg f00d Ieve)I/. At the pump site Tooka)’/erta Creek flows down-
yards are to be used in the development of the site, thereby minimiggream to Lake Alexandrina, with no flow of Lake water back up due
ing the (jralnage Impacts. .. towind action or pump extraction. Movement upstream to this point
The impact of drainage leachate to Black Swamp, which is gyould only occur at a flood above or equal to 1956. Tookayerta
natural site for the discharge of regional groundwater, was als@Jeek usually runs dry about the end of January or early February.
considered. Groundwater under the site is of reasonable quality and 4 The Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal
any drainage water is not anticipated to be highly saline. Dependingfairs is currently undertaking a comprehensive examination of the
on the depth of any underlying groundwater and the properties of thgjstory of the pumping arrangements before making a determination

underlying soils and rock, the time lag between irrigation applicatiory, the legality an ropriaten fth rrangemen
and discharge is considered to be in the order of decades. In additicr)!%, the legality and appropriateness of those arrangements.

the Sorrell property is underlain by low permeability clay, which is
expected to significantly reduce the speed of drainage leachate. AUCTIONEERS
Efficient irrigation techniques are required however, to ensure that  gg

localised waterlogging does not occur causing production losses Q@ missions from both the vendor and buyer and what are the

the land in question. o ) circumstances where this practice is unlawful under current State

The requirement for an irrigation, drainage and management plafégislation?
to be submitted prior to approval being given for the use of water on ™ The Hon. I.E. EVANS: In this State auctioneers may derive fees
land is a standard procedure for all water allocation transfer requesfgm poth the vendor and the purchaser in any given transaction. The
where water is taken from the River Murray Prescribed Watercoursgees charged by an auctioneer in any particular transaction are simply

3. Officers within the Department for Environment, Heritage a matter of contract between the auctioneer and the other contracting
and Aboriginal Affairs who consider applications for irrigation plans party, with nothing preventing an auctioneer from contracting with
are aware of the provisions in the Tookayerta Catchment Plan, artsbth sides to a transaction and obtaining fees from them both. The
one officer contributed to the development of that plan. The authogase where an auctioneer obtains a fee from the purchaser is
of the plan has confirmed that the specific provisions precludingommonly known as & buyer’s premium’.
water transfer to and from the catchment are related to the head- Current South Australian legislation does not render this practice
waters of the catchment and not to the downstream reaches, whaiilawful. The Sale of Goods Act has provisions concerning the
the Sorrell s development is being undertaken. These provisionsonduct of auction sales generally, but it does not deal with the
aim to control development in the upper catchment to protect thémposition of a buyers premium.
environment and downstream users. However, there may be instances in which the actions of an

All applications, which involve the taking of water from the auctioneer in obtaining a buyers premium will offend against the
River Murray Prescribed Watercourse, which includes its tributariesprovisions of the Fair Trading Act 1987.
are currently considered in accordance with the Water Resources Act The Fair Trading Act contains a specific provision, in section
1997 and the River Murray Water Allocation Plan only. It is 58(g), prohibiting the making of false or misleading representations
envisaged however, that catchment and other plans prepared by loggith respect to the price of goods and services, including interests
groups, which do not currently have any legal status, will be formallyin land. If an auctioneer has not provided information to the
recognised in the comprehensive catchment water management plagrchaser as to the constitution of the selling price then they may,
being prepared by the River Murray Catchment Water Managemeri effect, falsely represent the ‘true’ selling price of the goods and
Board. This plan will provide a more integrated holistic approach toservices. In those cases a purchaser who has suffered loss or damage
water resource management throughout the River Murray Catchas a result of the auctioneer’'s behaviour may be able recover the
ment. amount of that loss from the auctioneer.

Three officers from the Department for Environment, Heritage  The Act also covers the situation where an auctioneer auctions
and Aboriginal Affairs conferred on the Sorrell s Vineyard land. Section 59 provides that a person shall not make a false or mis-
application. All have greater than ten years experience in théeading representation concerning, amongst other things, the price
assessment of water use impacts and catchment management, payable for land. A failure to disclose the true nature of the price,

Mr ATKINSON: Are auctioneers able to derive fees or
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whether a buyers premium applies and the manner in which it is SPEED CAMERAS
calculated, may lead to a breach of this section with resultant rem-
edies being available to a purchaser. 99. MrKOUTSANTONIS: What have been the top 5 speed

In the case of any sale by auction, the auctioneer should providgamera sites located within the Electorate of Peake in terms of

information regarding the make up of the sale price to potentiate,enye raised during the past 4 financial years and for each site,

purchasers prior to the commencement of the auction. The informa: . S ;
tion provided should clearly outline if an amount will be payable in%ow much revenue has been raised, how many expiation notices

addition to the purchase price, and if so the method by which thé/ere issued, how many times were these sites operated and how

amount will be calculated. many reported casualty accidents have occurred at or near these
The appropriate time for an auctioneer to inform potentialSites?

purchasers of the constitution of the sale price, as a matter of policy .

and good practice, is prior to the commencement of the auction sale. The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | have been provided the

Many auction houses act in an entirely appropriate manner in thipllowing response by Police that the top 5 speed camera locations

regard by notifying the general public through their advertisementsvithin the Electorate of Peake for the period 1 July 1994-30 June

in the press that a buyers premium will apply to the auction sale. 1998 are as follows:

Notices IssuedRevenue Approx. No. of Times Casualty
Road Suburb Worked Crashes
Burbridge Road Brooklyn Park 13440 $1 559 000 340 31
Port Road West Hindmarsh 4105 $476 000 153 70
South Road West Hindmarsh 2833 $328 000 111 60
Henley Beach Road Brooklyn Park 2573 $298 000 91 59
Grange Road Kidman Park 2 366 $274 000 112 67

Revenue is an approximation based on the average revenue received from speed camera expiation notices issued in 1997-98.

MOUNT THEBARTON ICE ARENA AUSLAN PRE-SCHOOL

100. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: How many separate incidents 101. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: What is the expected opening
of larceny, vandalism, motor vehicle theft, prohibited drugs anddate for the AUSLAN Pre-school at Klemzig, why has there been a
break and enter occurring at the Mount Thebarton Ice Arena andelay and how many children were due to commence in the first term
adjoining streets have been reported since 19977 of 1999? o

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | have been advised by the _The Hon M.R. BUCKBY: In South Australia fifty two (52)
Police the following statistics concerning reported crimes that havéhildren with hearing impairment and children of Deaf adults access

occurred in the vicinity of Mount Thebarton Ice Arena from 1 July their local pre-schools. Additional support for children with hearing
1997 to 31 December 1998: impairment includes transport assistance and specialist teaching and

~ support delivered through the Preschool Support Program. Children
Offences Category Re‘]u(%égg? 2?;;33 8 with hearing impairment receive an average of two sessions of
P 0 preschool support per week.

Murder 0 ;
The proposal for an Auslan pre-school program at Klemzig
ﬁﬂt;%rglzbeghlt\glrjrder g 8 Primary School would offer a bilingual/bi-cultural Auslan program,
Driving Causing Death 0 0 Supporting intensive early exposure to signing which may facilitate
Serious Assault 8 4 improved educational outcomes for children in the target group.
Minor Assault 36 16 Klemzig Primary School already provides a focus for Auslan
Assault Police 4 4 across its curriculum and attracts children whose first language is
Rape/Attempt 4 2 Auslan. The establishment of a preschool program would be a logical
Sexual Offences nec 2 o €xtension of the school's educational program, if sufficient demand
Robbery with Firearm 0 o foranew specialised preschool service can be established.
Robbery other weapon > 0 Klemzig Primary School and the Deaf Society of South Australia
Other Robbery Unarmed 4 0 have provided information on numbers of children who might
Other Offences 4 2 pa(rjtlcrl]p%te in tpg pr?gaarl?. ﬁt?tal of tsrllx hearlng]j(;hmpalreddchtl:dlrfen g
and children of Deaf adults between the ages of three and a half an
OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON 64 28 five years would be eligible to use the serg\]/ice during 1999.
Break & Enter—Dwelling 70 2 Klemzig Primary School estimates that a maximum of six
Break & Enter—Shop 16 0 hearing-impaired children and children of Deaf adults would access
Break & Enter—Other 34 6 such a preschool program in any given year. Available data from the
Fraud/Forg/Misap _ 12 14 school indicates that the number of 4 year olds whose parents have
Receiving /Unlawful Possession 4 4 expressed an interest in enrolment at a Klemzig preschool is
Larceny/lllegal Use 48 4 approximately nine in 1999, three in 2000 and two in 2001. Some
llegal Interference . 6 0 of these children may also access early and pre-entry sessions.
Larceny from Motor Vehicle 88 4 The small number of children who might use the service means
Larceny from Shops 10 6 thatthe cost of establishing and maintaining the program is high. The
Other Theft . 106 16 costs associated with transport assistance for children living across
Property Damage—Arson/Explosives. 6 0 the metropolitan area, the provision of specialised staff and the
Property Damage—Not Arson/Explosives 90 6 modification of an existing classroom and outdoor area to meet early
OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY 490 62  childhood standards are significant.
Hinder/Resist Police 6 6 Information from Klemzig Primary School indicates that two
Firearm/Weapon Offences 4 4 children aged 4 years, and three eligible for early/pre-entry sessions
Disorderly/Offence Behaviour 8 8 may have enrolled in term 1 1999 if a preschool program had been
Drug Offences 14 14 available. These children are able to access their local preschools
Drink Driving Offences 64 64 with those in their term of pre-entry (ie. one session per week)
Dangerous, Reckless or Negligent Driving 2 2 receiving additional preschool support to facilitate learning and
Other Offences 30 16  communication outcomes. Where possible, preschool support staff
OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 128 114 with Auslan signing skills will be employed to support these

TOTAL RECORDED OFFENCES 682 204  children.
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I have instructed departmental officers to undertake furtherwork 2. 1do not anticipate that a flat pay rate for TRTs will have any
on the viability of a pilot program at Klemzig utilising existing impact on their willingness to upgrade their skills.
resources, and establishing closer links between the Klemzig Primary 3. Itis not possible, at this stage, to quantify the impact of the
School and the Klemzig Preschool. | anticipate that this work willshortened school year in relation to the days lost to teachers who

be completed early in term 2 1999. undertake TRT work.
4. The TRT expenditure for 1997-98 was as follows:
ELECTORAL OFFICES, DURESS ALARMS Conversions from Other Projects
normal teacher (Commonwealth

103. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: What action is taken by the Formula allocations to and State
South Australian Police when a duress alarm is activated in an  Allocation TRT funded)
electorate office, what are the expected response times and how $11 121 000 $19 080 000 $4 717 000
many incidents were reported during 19987 In future years it is predicted that the formula allocation will be

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | have been advised by the reduced by the impact of the shortened school year and that the

POl_ice that the action taken with _resp_ect to a_lttending aduress alarmoject allocation will vary each year according to departmental and
activated from an electorate office, is no different from any othercommonwealth priorities.

duress alarm activation. o 5. TRT allocation to a school is managed at the school level.
Police categorise duress alarms as a priority A incident due to the
expectation that the activator is in immediate physical danger. A SCHOOL CARD

patrol is despatched for immediate attendance without delay.
During 1998 police attended 17 624 Category ‘A’ alarms. This 115, MrHILL: How many and what percentage of students

figure includes hold-up alarms, intruder alarms and duress alarmg; each of the following schools received School Cards during 1998
At this stage SAPOL is unable to provide a breakdown to specifigng 1999:

duress alarm attendance rates. The response time for patrol attend-~ Ajdinga Junior Primary and Primary, Christies Beach High
ance, based on the initial call until police arrival at scene, is approxi-  christies Beach Primary, Christies Downs Primary, Moana
mately ten minutes. Primary, Noarlunga Downs Primary, O'Sullivan’s Beach

Itis planned that the current Common Computer Aided Despatch  primary, Seaford Primary, Seaford Rise Primary, Seaford Years
project involving Police, Fire and Ambulance Services will enhance .12 and Willunga High?

the capacity to provide refined statistical data in the future. The Hon M.R. BUCKBY: The following is the number and
percentage of school card approvals for the specific schools
MOTOR VEHICLES, LOGBOOKS requested for the 1998 school year.
108. Mr SNELLING: Is the current logbook system applied School Name Schologlg%ard P?cr)(r:igtgge
to the licensing of new drivers to be reviewed and, if so, when? Aldinga Junior Primary 168 74.34
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Minister for Transport and Aldinga Primary 259 59.54
Urban Planning has advised that the logbook system (or Competency Christie Downs Primary 102 64.56
Based Training program) for the licensing of novice drivers has Christie Downs Special 26 66.67
operated in South Australia since April 1993. Currently, some 75 per Christies Beach Hpi h 509 47,61
Icent: ofkall novice drivers obtain their class car licence through the Christies Beach Priqmary 169 65.50
ogbook system. . :
In the last three years, several studies have been commissioned I\N/Ioar|1a Prln;a_ry 262:? ggéi
to examine the effectiveness of the logbook system in preparing Noarlunga DrlmaryP . 519 58
more competent drivers—by Transport SA, the National Roads and Opsarﬁj_ngaB OWT1$P nmary 58 1655
Motorists’ Association (NRMA) and Austroads (due to be completed utlivan Beach Frimary :
in July 1999). Generally the SA logbook is considered Australian POt Noarlunga Primary 156 44.57
best practi%e fr?r driver licensing—and similar schemes now operate g:g;g:g g_rilrﬁary %:SL gggg
in NSW and the ACT. . . :
Currently, the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Transport Seaford Rise Primary 224 52.58
Safety is investigating a range of driver training and testing policies  Willunga High 275 34.06

and procedures. As part of this reference, the Committee is evaluat- It iS not possible to provide School Card figures for the 1999
ing a proposed new logbook for novice drivers designed to provid chool year until after the cut-off for term 4 enrolments, which is 5
more detailed information on the performance for each logbook taskyovember 1999.
It is considered this initiative may also help to provide greater
assistance to parents and other supervising drivers. SCHOOL STAFFING FORMULA

Furthermore, Transport SA is preparing a study to examine the ) ) .
relationship between the type of training and testing undertaken (that 116. MrHILL:  When will the 6-12 staffing formula policy
is logbook or practical testing) and the subsequent offence angle announced?

accident history of the licensee. The Hon M.R. BUCKBY: At this Stage there is no planned
variation to the current staffing formula and consequently no planned
SCHOOL TEACHERS, RELIEF announcement of a 6-12 staffing formula.
112. Ms WHITE: SAND DREDGING, CHRISTIES BEACH
1. Isthe Minister continuing with plans to move to a flat rate of . .
pay for temporary relief teachers (TRT) and, if so, why? 117. Mr HILL: Did sand dredging occur as close as 100

2 What effect does the Minister anticipate that a flat rate of paynetres to the Christies Beach shore line in 1998 and, if so, why was
(rather than pay relativity based on skill level) will have on TRT's it not restricted to beyond 400 metres of the shore line, what damage

willingness to upgrade their skills? occurred and what action has the Minister taken in relation to any
3. Whatis the total of those days work per year lost by all TRTsPreach? _
resulting from the shortening of the school year by one week? The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Dredging for sand offshore of Port

4. How much of the education budget was spent on TRTs irfStanvac was initiated under the previous Labor Government and has
1997-98 and what are the projections for the TRT budget duringeéen undertaken since 1989. Dredging was last carried out in 1997.
1998-99, 1999-2000 and 2000-2001? All work was restricted to an area beyond 600 metres from the

5. Under what circumstances will a school be denied a TRT irshoreline. No further dredging is intended in this area.
place of a teacher who is on leave or absent?

The Hon M.R. BUCKBY: SAND DREDGING, MOANA

1. The matter of a flat rate for TRT work is currently a part of ) o .
the Enterprise Agreement package. At this time the department has 118. Mr HILL:  Will the Minister rule out sand dredging at
not negotiated a position in relation to this issue. However, it isMoana Beach?
important to understand that any move to a flat rate would be imple-  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: .
mented in a way that no current TRTs would be financially disad- 1. Investigations for offshore sand sources, to provide for the
vantaged. replenishment of Adelaide’s beaches, have been conducted by the
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Coast Protection Board since 1975, and are an ongoing requirememtlawful anything done by a person in direct compliance with a
of its work. prescribed law’.

2. Currently, a study is being undertaken four kilometres 2. The exemption of Sections 75(3) and 75A of the Education
offshore of Moana, in water of greater depth than 15 metres. Th@ct will not change current departmental practice. The department
results of this study will be duly reported to the Coast Protectiorhas over 10 000 students with a disability enrolled in its schools.
Board. Only about 800 of those attend special schools. The overwhelming

3. Any decision by the Board to conduct further dredging oper-majority of students with disabilities attend their local school. It is
ations offshore, will take into account the experience gained fromrmot the intention of the government to move away from its general
the past dredging work, and most importantly after full consultationpolicy of inclusion of students with disabilities in mainstream

as required with other interested councils and the public. settings.
The direction of a student with disabilities or learning difficulties
SKYSHOW 99 under Section 75A to a particular school has only occurred in
extremely rare circumstances.
120. Mr ATKINSON: 3. The Government is committed to fulfilling its responsibilities

1. Why did the first train leaving Bowden Station after Skyshowin relation to providing education services to all students in South
99 depart at 10.05 pm and not 20 minutes earlier when the event hadistralia.
finished, why did the first city bound train not depart until after 10.30  There have been rare times where the level of expertise, as-
pm and why were trains not waiting in Bowden Station before thesessment and facilities in a school elected by the parents have not

eventfinished? _ ) met the educational needs and interests of a particular student with
2. Were there similar delays at North Adelaide and Mile Enda disability. Itis in these infrequent circumstances that the Director-

Stations? General (Chief Executive) may need to direct the placement of a
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: child to a particular school. The effect of exempting Section 75B and

1. The first train leaving Bowden Station after Skyshow 99 Section 75A is that such a direction would not be unlawful under the
departed at 10.11 pm after waiting for eight minutes in order for eDDA.
large number of passengers to board. There was no train waiting Section 75 has been in operation since 1991 without any
earlier as it was anticipated that trains would not be needed untiestriction from that time until 1996 when the sunset clause in
about 15 to 20 minutes after Skyshow finished allowing time forSection 47(3) of the DDA came into effect.
people to walk to the Bowden Station. In addition, the layout and  soyth Australia is a leader in the field of anti discrimination,
safe operation of the signalling system meant that a train could ndeing the only State or Territory developing training packages for
wait at Bowden Station before the event finished because thg |eaders to assist schools in complying with the DDA.
adjacent and subsequent road level crossing warning bells/lights 4 = Thjs exemption will not affect the Government's commitment
‘k’)"OUI% be_o%eratlngdwhlledthe train sat at Bowden. The f';'ft C'Bito provide educational services to all students in South Australia in
ound train departed Bowden Station at 10.36 pm as per the publi¢ o giscriminatory way. It was never intended that the operation
timetable. Due to the high utilisation of resources, this did not allowgs sections 75(3) and 75A would be exercised in a discriminatory
additional City bound services to be provided at this time. wa

: ! ices Ic _ y.
2. The first trains leaving Mile End Station after Skyshow 99 "¢ giate Government has recently shown its commitment to
céep?rted 5(‘; Blol.O_O pm antq 1|O'0_I?hpm rgee_ldlng toward_f_ Noatrll\‘jﬂgﬁudents with disabilities and learning difficulties by releasing
entre anc Selair respectively. These trains were waiting at Mile, yqitional special needs funding and taking this issue out of any
End Station from 9.39 pm. The first City bound train departed Milej,, y strial relations context.

End Station at 10.02 pm. : -

. . . . . 5. Under the Education Act 1972, the Minister has no powers
de L??egritt?éngéeax:ngrmgrtt?a’?nd\eﬂlggivi}ggona?ﬂﬁgrstﬁy Egg‘l’;%gto direct a placement of a student in South Australian schools. The
Stari)tion from 9.49 r?] The first Citv bound trair?de arted Mile Endepower rests with the Chief Executive. The power is only exercised
tation at10.02 ?n : Yy p when consideration of a student’s individual learning and social

Dz pm. needs, his/her access to appropriate curriculum, and his/her health
and safety require placement in a school which is not the preferred

EDUCATION DISABILITY EXEMPTIONS school of the parents. In this circumstance consultation occurs with

the family.
121. Ms WHITE: . . .
1. What level of consultation has the Department of EducatioE)Ova—gretgglijr(é%tt'%ncﬁﬁbagsgpggﬂgasa?nsgﬁggﬁl process relating to the
and Children's Services had with disability advocacy groups an 6. The Minister has no power under the éurrent Act to direct the
other interested parties on the Government’s request for certali§ ; p

: : ; .~ enrolment of a particular student. The power of the Chief Executive
fsr%%'?ﬁ: g;?;gd&ggﬁﬂﬂyp‘sgc?ﬁi;%,[ki’gnp[gz%:gggggr exemptio o direct the enrolment of a particular student in a particular school

ir A e . isan extremely rare event. It only happens after extensive consulta-
ser\%i'celg %éa::rﬁi?c(ijr’egov\clit\r/]vﬂistglt)siIirt)ir:ss’gnptlon affect the education tion and only when it is in the best interests of the child.

3. What has been the Government's motivation in applying such The Education Act also provides an appeal process relating to the
power to direct a child to a particular school.

exemption?

4. How will such exemption affect the State Government’s
liability with respect to disabled children’s access to education BOAT REGISTRATION
services?

5. Does the Minister intend to use the power to ‘direct a child __ 127. Mr ATK'N§)0N1 How is the 1998-99 boat registration
to a particular school’ and to force a disabled child who is currently€venue being used?
enrolled at one school to attend an alternate school? The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The use of revenue collected from
6. How does the Minister intend to use the power to ‘direct arecreational boat registration is defined in the Harbors and Naviga-
child to a particular school'if a certain exemption from the Disability ion Act 1993, Section 90 (2) as being: _
Discrimination Act is granted? ‘applied to defray the costs of administering this Act insofar as
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: it relates to recreational vessels and may only be applied for that
1. In 1995 the South Australian Attorney General, Mr Griffin ~ purpose. ) o
sought exemption under the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)  As a consequence, the 1998-99 recreational boat registration
from the Commonwealth Attorney General for Section 75(3) andevenue is used to cover the administration costs involved in the

75A of the Education Act. collection of the revenue, but more importantly for the engagement
Prescribing exemption of these sections of the Education Ac&nd operation of Marine Safety Officers and safety programs related
maintains the status quo. It is not a change of policy. to recreational boating activities.
The Commonwealth Attorney General has only recently advised
that he has instructed the Office of Legislative Drafting to draft the MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
necessary regulations to prescribe section 75(3) and 75A of the
Education Act. 128. MrHILL:

The process for applying for exemptions is provided for in 1. What percentage of motor vehicles have neither compre-
Section 47(2) of the DDA which states, ‘This part does not rendehensive nor third party property insurance?
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2. What percentage of accidents involve at least one uninsured
motor vehicle?

3. What is the average cost of damage per vehicle involved in
accidents?

4. Will the Government implement compulsory third party
property insurance?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN:

1. The Insurance Council of Australia estimates that 6-8 per cent
of SA registered vehicles have neither comprehensive nor third party
property insurance.

2. The percentage of crashes involving vehicles without property
insurance can not be determined from Police accident reports as the
parties involved are not required to disclose such information.

3. The average cost of damage per vehicle involved in crashes
also can not be determined from Police accident reports.

Motorists are only currently required to report property damage
crashes when the damage estimate exceeds $600. Accordingly, less
costly crashes are unlikely to have been reported.

4. The introduction of compulsory third party property insurance
was the subject of an inquiry by the Parliamentary Economic and
Finance Committee in 1995. After considering the evidence for and
against compulsory third party property insurance, the Committee
did not favour the introduction of a compulsory scheme.

COONGIE LAKES

130. Mr HILL: Has the requirement of the 1988 SANTOS
Mining Agreement that any proposed petroleum operation in the
Coongie Lakes area be subject to an environmental impact study
been set aside and if so, why?

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The requirements of the 1988 Coongie
Lakes agreement between the Government and the Petroleum explor-

ers have not been put aside. The agreement references the section of

the Planning Act 1982 dealing with applications for petroleum
production licences (PPL's) and associated environmental assess-
ments. The Planning Act 1982 has been repealed and replaced by the
Development Act 1993 which contains very similar provisions
regarding such licences. Neither the Agreement nor the Planning Act
require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process be
undertaken for PPL applications within the Coongie Lakes Control
Zone.

The requirements are for a process to determine whether an EIS
is required or not. This process will be undertaken. As | previously
advised on 4 March in this place, a public consultation process has
been initiated regarding the Coongie Lakes area and related
petroleum activities. This process is due to be finalised later this
year. The determination on the requirement or otherwise for an EIS
to be undertaken will be deferred until this initial consultation
process has been completed.

BUILDING TRADE COURSES

131. MrHILL:

1. What building trades courses are conducted by DTAFE and
at which campuses?

2. Have any such courses been cancelled over recent years and
if so, what are the details?

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY:

Courses available in Building and Furnishing

Full-time (FT) and Part-time (PT)

Certificate IIl in Building and Furnishing

Locations: Elizabeth (PT) Ph: 8207 9700
Gilles Plains (PT) Ph: 8207 1100
Marleston (PT) Ph: 8226 0666
Millicent (PT) Ph: 088 733 4499
Noarlunga (PT) Ph: 8207 3900

Certificate IV in Building

Locations: Elizabeth (PT) Ph: 8207 9700
Gilles Plains (FT/PT)  Ph: 8207 1100
Marleston (FT/PT) Ph: 8226 0666
Millicent (PT) Ph: 088 733 4499
Noarlunga (FT/PT) Ph: 8207 3900
Whyalla (PT) Ph: 088 648 8788

Diploma in Building

Locations: Gilles Plains (FT/PT)  Ph: 8207 1100

Marleston (PT) Ph: 8226 0666
Certificate 1V in Building Drafting
Locations: Gilles Plains (FT/PT)

Marleston (FT/PT)

on

Ph: 8207 1100
Ph: 8226 0666

Noarlunga (PT) Ph: 8207 3900

Diploma in Building Design and Drafting

Locations: Gilles Plains (FT/PT)  Ph: 8207 1100
Marleston (FT/PT) Ph: 8226 0666

Diploma in Built Environment

Locations:  Gilles Plains (FT/PT) Ph: 8207 1100
Marleston (FT/PT) Ph: 8226 0666
Noarlunga (FT/PT) Ph: 8207 3900

Certificate in Floor and Wall Tiling

Locations: Gilles Plains (FT/PT)

Certificate Il Furnishing

Locations: (Furnishing)
Marleston (PT)
Noarlunga (PT)
(Wood Machining)
Marleston (PT) Ph: 8226 0666
Mount Gambier (PT)  Ph: 0887 351 555

Certificate Il Furnishing (Floor Covering)

Locations: Marleston (PT) Ph: 8226 0666

Certificate Il Furnishing (Furniture Upholstery)

Locations: Marleston (PT) Ph: 8226 0666

Advanced Certificate in Furnishing (Cabinet Making, Finishing,

Glassworking, Upholstery)

Locations: (Cabinetmaking)
Elizabeth (PT)
Marleston (FT/PT)

Ph: 8207 1100

Ph: 8226 0666
Ph: 8207 3900

Ph: 8207 9700
Ph: 8226 0666

Millicent (PT) Ph: 088 733 4499
Noarlunga (PT) Ph: 8207 3900
(Finishing)

Marleston (FT/PT) Ph: 8226 0666
(Glassworking)
Gilles Plains (PT)
(Upholstery)
Marleston

Certificate in Glassworking

Ph: 8207 1100
Ph: 8226 0666

Locations: Gilles Plains (PT) Ph: 8207 1100
Certificate in Joinery
Locations: Marleston (PT) Ph: 8226 0666

Noarlunga (PT) Ph: 8207 3900
Training Programs in Building Trades (Building and Construc-
tion)
Locations: Ph: 8207 9700
Ph: 8207 1100

Ph: 8226 0666

Elizabeth (FT)
Gilles Plains (FT)
Marleston (FT)

Millicent (FT) Ph: 088 733 4499
Noarlunga (FT) Ph: 8207 3900
Port Augusta (FT) Ph: 088 648 9922
Port Lincoln (FT) Ph: 088 688 3600
Port Pirie (FT) Ph: 088 632 1633
Whyalla (FT) Ph: 088 648 4788

Certificate in Vocational Education Furnishing Trades
Locations: Marleston (FT) Ph: 8226 0666

Millicent (FT) Ph: 088 733 4499
Noarlunga (FT) Ph: 8207 3900
Port Augusta (FT) Ph: 088 648 9922
Port Lincoln (FT) Ph: 088 688 3600
Port Pirie (FT) Ph: 088 632 1633

2. No courses have been discontinued. There are a full range of

courses still available, however locations have been rationalised
slig

htly, viz

no apprentice training in Spencer (Whyalla) since 1997 in
Carpentry and Joinery.

apprentice training at Mount Gambier in Carpentry and Joinery
finished about 1996—but has been taken up on a demand basis
at Millicent since then.

training in Bricklaying, Tiling, Plastering, Painting and Deco-
rating, Glassworking and Signwriting has continued to be centred
at Gilles Plains due to limited enrolments.

DOLPHINS

137. MrHILL:
1. How many dolphins have been reported dead on or off the

coast in each calendar year since 1996, what were the causes of death

a percentage basis and what number of dolphins were found at

which locations?

2. How many estimated deaths have occurred in each of these

years as a result of fishing industry activities?
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The Hon. D.C. KOTZ:

1.and 2. The Department for Environment, Heritage and 1. For each of the school years since 1993, what has been the
Aboriginal Affairs does not maintain detailed records of all dolphinratio of junior primary principals to primary principals in South
carcasses located in South Australia. This task is undertaken by thfeustralian schools?
Curator of Mammals at the South Australian Museum, assisted by 2 If there is a trend over time in these ratios, what is the

the Marine and Coastal Community Network. Government policy responsible for that trend?
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY.
1. Thefollowing information is provided in relation to the ratio
140. Ms WHITE: of primary to junior primary principals:
Junior Primary Primary
Total Primary and Junior
Primary Principals No. Principals Per cent No. Principals Per cent
1992 553 69 12 484 88
1993 539 67 12 472 88
1994 528 68 13 460 87
1995 538 60 11 478 89
1996 495 51 10 444 90
1997 485 50 13 435 87
1998 475 55 12 420 88

2. The ratio of principals in each of these sectors has been quite consistent and represent no trend in any direction.

SCHOOL CLOSURES 1998 and they will be reminded to ensure that this version is installed
on compliant hardware.
144. MsWHITE: Has the budget for savings from the closure 4. Since both EDSAS and Bookmark are Year 2000 compliant,
of schools in 1998-99 changed from the Minister’s $2 million figure there will be no cost.
given to Parliament on 19 June 1998 and if so, what is the new figure
and how will the difference be made up? SCHOOL COUNSELLORS
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The department’s budget strategy
identified savings of the $2 million in the 1998-99 financial year 149. Ms WHITE:
associated with school redevelopments. At Estimates Committee on 1. What criteria does a school need to satisfy in order to obtain
the 19 June 1998, | indicated the Government would not move othe services of a school counsellor?
any site reviews until an amendment to the Education Actintroduced 2. How does this criteria adequately reflect the need for a
in the Lower House had passed. This was assented to on Z%bunsellor?
December 1998. Future school redevelopments will be considered 3. Are individual school counsellors working predominantly in
in the light of the amendment. a single school or in clusters of schools?
Current departmental projections indicate that savings in 1998-99 The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY:
are the order of $335 000 leaving a shortfall of some $1.665 million. 1. The purpose of the primary school counsellor position is to
This shortfall will be temporarily covered by the use of cash reserveaddress the needs of school communities with high concentrations
in 1998-99. It is not planned to make up the difference by cuts irof disadvantaged students and with a long-term history of disad-
other areas of the department’s budget. vantage. With the twenty additional positions allocated in 1999, there
are currently ninety positions available to primary schools.
In allocating primary school counsellor positions to schools for

SCHOOLS, EDSAS 1999, schools were considered for the allocation of a counsellor if
the following criteria applied:

145. Ms WHITE: - either their current or estimated (1999) number of school card

1. How many Government schools do not use EDSAS in the holders was over 100, and
public sector? - their weighted average percentage of school card holders over the

2. Is EDSAS Year 2000 compliant? last three years was over 50 per cent.

3. Is BookMark Year 2000 compliant and if not, does the  Schools that met both criteria were ranked and a list generated.
Minister intend to ensure that it will be? In ranking schools a 75 per cent weighting was given to the weighted

4. How much will it cost to make these systems Year 2000average percentage of school card holders, and a 25 per cent weight-
compliant? ing to total school card enrolments.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Tenure of the positions ranges from four to two years, with those

1. The EDSAS application is made up of 3 modules [Financeschools ranked highest being allocated a counsellor position for four
Curriculum (including profiles) and School/Student/Staff with all years, the next highest ranked schools three years and the remaining
Government schools using the School Student Staff moduleschools two years.

Approximately 150 schools have implemented the Finance module 2. The emphasis of the Primary School Counsellor Program is
to date. Implementation is proceeding as planned and due farpon effecting ‘whole school change’, to support school commu-
completion by 31 December 1999, with approximately 500 schoolsities to become proactive in their planning and to focus on success
still to implement this module. Implementation of the curriculum orientation for students encountering the effects of disadvantage.
module will be occurring over the next three years. This will involve School card is currently used as the indicator of disadvantage.
further use of the profiles component to assist schools in monitoring A review of the allocation formula is conducted on a regular
student achievement. Currently the use of the module is optional artshsis. The review group is chaired by the Assistant Director, Special
for school based purposes only. Services and consists of representatives from Area, Primary and

2. Matcom, the vendor has advised that EDSAS is Year 200Qunior Primary Principals Associations and Primary School Counsel-
compliant and the department has undertaken compliancy testirigrs Association. The review group considers information provided
which has confirmed that the current version of the EDSAS softwar®y schools such as the role of the counsellor, school population and
is Year 2000 compliant. demographics and the allocation criteria.

3. The Bookmark software version 9.2.6g has been tested by the 3. School counsellors are allocated to a single school. Individual
department both centrally and within a school site and found to beounsellors are able to provide professional development and advice
Year 2000 compliant when operating on compliant hardware. Allfor other schools. This is negotiated between the relevant school
Bookmark school sites were issued with the compliant version irprincipals.
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GROVE WAY INTERSECTIONS 6. Regency Institute Hotel School or any other TAFE
Institute monitors students ability to manage study load and work
151. Ms RANKINE: How many accidents occurred at the  necessity.
Grove Way and Golden Way intersection during each of the years 7. Should there be a problem in managing study and work,
1995-96 to 1997-98, and how many occurred at the intersection of a counselling session may involve all parties being student,
the Grove Way, Atlantis Drive and Aeolin Drive during the same  Institute and DIMA representatives.
years?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: SCHOOL CARD
Grove Way and Golden Way Intersection
Personal Property 156. Ms THOMPSON: What proportion of students received
Fatal Injury Damage Total School Cards during 1988 1998 and 1999 at each of the following
1995-96 0 3 22 25 schools—Antonio, Christies Beach High, Christie Downs Primary,
1996-97 0 7 33 40 Flaxmill, Hackham West Primary, Lonsdale Heights Primary,
1997-98 0 10 27 37 Morphett Vale High, Morphett Vale South Primary, Morphett Vale
Grove Way, Atlantis Drive and Aeolin Drive intersection West Primary, Reynella Primary, Reynella South Primary and
Personal Property Stanvac Primary? ) _
Fatal Injury Damage Total The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The following are the proportion of
1995-96 0 2 3 5 students who received School Card during 1988 and 1998.
1996-97 0 0 7 7 1988 1998
1997-98 0 2 6 8 School Name Per cent Per cent
Antonio School 14.42 35.21
MAIN NORTH ROAD Christies Beach High School 26.83 57.32
Christie Downs Primary School 47.81 57.87
152. Ms RANKINE: Christie Downs Special School 57.14 70.00
1. When will the upgrade of Main North Road to six lanes  Flaxmill Primary School 21.52 53.26
between the Grove Way and Kings Road commence? Flaxmill Junior Primary School 20.34 62.09
2. Will the upgrade include overpasses at all major intersections, Hackham West Primary School 43.32 68.66
facilities for cyclists, improved landscaping and any other safety Hackham West Junior Primary School 38.76 71.21
measures? Lonsdale Heights Primary School 34.42 60.56
3. What noise reduction measures will be included in this Morphett Vale High School 18.12 44.00
upgrade? Morphett Vale South Primary School ~ 41.74 63.72
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Morphett Vale West Primary School 19.94 51.69
1. As Main North Road is a National Highway, the funding for ~ Reynella Primary School 9.63 28.68
the upgrade will be provided by the Commonwealth Government, Reynella South Primary School 22.58 49.59
through the Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regional Stanvac Primary School 19.10 60.25
Services. The cut-off dates for School Card applications for the 1999

South Australia reviews the needs of the State’s Nationapchool year are as follows:
Highway network on an annual basis and provides a proposed five Term 1 30 April 1999
year strategy for future works. As part of the strategy, the State has Term 2 18 June 1999
proposed that funding for this section of road commence in the 2000- Term 3 27 August 1999

2001 financial year. Term4 5 November 1999
However, the actual timing of the project is dependent on confir- It is not possible to supply figures relating to the proportion of
mation of funding from the Commonwealth Government. School Card students in specific schools for the 1999 school year

2. The upgrade of Main North Road, between the Grove Wayuntil after November 1999 when all applications have been received
and Kings Road, will have at-grade signalised intersections. Proviand processed.
sion has been made for bicycle lanes and separate pedestrian
footpaths. Landscaping will also be implemented, and other safety ST KILDA BOAT RAMP
measures will include the use of open graded asphalt for improved
wet weather road performance, skid resistance and noise reduction. 159. Ms RANKINE: What is the nature and cost of im-

3. When the original planning and design for this section of roadorovements to the Saint Kilda boat ramp since the introduction of the
was carried out in 1996, no noise reduction measures were includeldoat levy?
However, as mentioned previously, landscaping and the use of open The Hon. DEAN BROWN: $3 750 has been spent from the levy
graded asphalt will assist in noise reduction. Prior to commencemewin boat channel markers at Saint Kilda. The Minister for Transport
of construction, Transport SA will review all aspects of the project,and Urban Planning has recently approved levy funding of up to

including any further noise reduction measures required. $275 000 towards the dredging and widening of the Saint Kilda boat
channel. The funding is subject to agreement by the City of Salisbury
STUDENT VISAS to a number of conditions which have been put to Council.

No levy funds have been spent on improvements to the boat

154. Ms WHITE: Have the student visa conditions of the ramp. It is believed that the City of Salisbury intends to redevelop
international students studying at the Regency Park School of Hotéhis site in the future. The South Australian Boating Facility
Management changed by further restricting the number of hours thefdvisory Committee is awaiting advice from Council on its overall
can work per week in the paid workforce and, if so, what action carstrategy for the development of boating facilities at Saint Kilda prior

be taken to ensure their ability to study is not affected? to considering whether to recommend Government funding.
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY : The visa procedures alteration being
implemented by the Commonwealth Department of Immigration and ADELAIDE AIRPORT

Multicultural Affairs (DIMA) now includes an entitlement fee of
A$50. There are no changes to the number of hours that a studentcan 164. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Does the Department of

work. Transport monitor the time and number of flights arriving or
The procedure is: departing Adelaide Airport and if so, how many have occurred
1. Student obtains a Certificate of Enrolment from anduring the curfew during each year since 1994?
educational institution. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, Transport SA does not monitor
2. Student attends the Australian Embassy—Immigratiorihe time and number of flights arriving or departing Adelaide
Department in the respective country. Airport. It is the responsibility of the Commonwealth, through

3. Student applies for visa, attaches the Certificate ofAirservices Australia.
Enrolment and pays a new fee of A$50.

4. Immigration Section of offshore Embassy considers the DRUGS, SCHOOLS
students application and grant work rights (normally of 20 hours
per week). 168. MrKOUTSANTONIS: What are the statistics for drug

5. Student arrives and attends class. use in schools situated in the Peake electorate?
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The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Department of Education, journals, suppliers and recommended reading lists from professional
Training and Employment (DETE) does not gather statistics specifiliterature supplied to the school. There has not been a need to under-
cally related to drug usage for Peake or any other electorate. Studerniéke formal audits as librarians and teachers constantly review the
can be suspended, excluded or expelled from school on a range wiaterials in their libraries antd weed out’ anything they believe
grounds. A snapshot of statistics for suspension, exclusion ancbntains unsuitable or inappropriate information. Principals and
expulsion is collected in term 3 each year. The grounds that coullibrarians are very aware of the need to provide relevant and high
apply to drug related behaviours include ‘the student has acted inguality literature, and as only one or two complaints have been
manner which threatens the good order of the schools’ and ‘theeceived in seven years the schools are clearly meeting the needs of
student has acted illegally’. These grounds describe a range diieir students to the satisfaction of each parent community.
behaviours and are not indicative of drug usage alone.

Allinstances of illegal drug possession or use, which are detected BISCAY ROAD, ALDINGA
in schools, must be reported to police.

171. MrHILL:

The number of police interventions, with students in schools, for 1 "Wh h f th K d in Bi Road
illegal drug use and possession are not available to the departme;&tl.d. - W %t \Ilavas t ‘i;géemho t S wor ¥ ﬁ.”e in b 'S%a% oa %t
South Australia Police keep data for illegal behaviours that reSUltididlirt]?:ggt]O ebruary » Who undertook this work and how muc

students becoming involved in the juvenile justice system, 2. What was the cost of the remedial work done some six weeks
Senior SAPOL officers who are responsible for managing iIIegallgter' why was it necessary and who paid for it?

drugs report that the main illegal drug used by students is cannabi .
and that heroin in schools is very rare. SAPOL could not recall any IheTﬂgn\}vErEkAc’\cl)ﬁEI(gygé\"in February 1999 on Biscay Road
cases where students were involved in the use or possession ledinga (approximately 460m from its junction with Main South

heroin. Road and extending approximately 2.4km) stemmed from severe
surface undulations, due to the expansive nature of the pavement
SCHOOL LIBRARIES subgrade. The work included mixing existing pavement, grading,
reshaping and providing a temporary trafficable seal (primer seal)
169. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: to protect the pavement from water and degradation by traffic.

1. What categories of books are kept in the school libraries Transport SAs Field Operations Unit (sub-contracted to
located in the Peake electorate, which categories are loaned and wivement Technology Limited and Boral Asphalt) completed these
is the extent of complaints received from parents with in respect tavorks on IIl3lscay lﬁoad at aI cost off $13i OOO.I d d
books being kept from loan? 2. Following the completion of works trialed on Biscay Roa

2. Have any of these school libraries undertaken an audit of th February 1999, Transport SA conducted pavement monitoring for
suitability of their books being read by minors and if so, what are the Period of six weeks. This monitoring revealed some weak areas,
details? requiring remedial work. This was not unexpected due to the nature

. of the pavement material encountered.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY. . Earlier, the same treatments had been successful in addressing

1. Allof the seven schools in the Peake electorate are very awafe same ‘expansive soil subgrades on McLaren Vale Road, Black
of the importance of having suitable reading materials for theifRgad and Black Top Road.
s_tud_en}sdl_\/Iost 50h°?|f$ contain a}/_wde rangg of b%oks, ¥V'th catefgo- Transport SAs Field Operations Unit (sub-contracted to Pioneer)
ries including general fiction, non-fiction, and teacher reference (fof.,mpleted the remedial work at a cost of $2 400, which included new
teachers only). One secondary school has a small selection availalle; yjar materials and shaping to suit the existing surface with

only to senior students. The librarian and the English Coordinatop, ;
decide these books. They are not on display and are only availab erlmer seal placed as necessary. The costwas met by Transport SA.

to students on the English Coordinator's recommendation. The BOAT LEVY
school’s principal has received no complaints about any books
during his five years at the school. 178. Ms RANKINE: How long will the Boat Levy remain in

The other schools all reported no complaints, with the exceptioplace given the period of application is based on the need for
of one primary school, which had only two complaints in the lastmaintenance and development?
seven years. The teacher librarian at this school reported that she had The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Part 14 Division 3 of the Harbors
less than five complaints during her nineteen years in the professioand Navigation Act 1993, provides for the payment of an annual levy

2. Teacher librarians generally follow a selection procedureon the registration of a recreational vessel. There is no time limit or
based on the Library Association of Australia’s statement on Freesunset clause. Currently, the request for funding of improvements,
dom to Read and the Australian School Libraries Associatiorupgrades and new facilities, significantly exceeds the revenue
guidelines. Books are generally selected from approved reviewingollected from the Boating Levy.



